


 
Emergency Services   

 FIRE, or POLICE or medical emergency, only 
POLICE Customer Services Centre (for suspicious incidents, crimes, etc.) 
NHS Helpline (non-emergency care and out of hours service)  
MINICOM (for deaf and hard of hearing)                           
RNID TypeTalk (for deaf, blind and speech impaired)   
Police Anti-social behaviour co-ordinator                        Brian Tully  
Electricity power cut   
 

999 
101 
111 
01480 422493 
0800 515152 
01353 656641 
0800 7838838  

Neighbourhood Watch   

 East Cambs (Secretary)                     
Park End 
 

Kevin Evans 
Robin Sewell  

01353 614892 
01223 811632 

Local Councils    

  Cambridgeshire County Councillor              
 East Cambridgeshire District Councillor 
 

 Mathew Schuter       
 Allen Alderson 

01638 508729 
01638 741744 

Parish Council contacts   

 

Parish Clerk  (swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com) 
Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
 
 

Diane Bayliss 
Sue Romero 
Mary Smith 
Kay Ballard 
Nicky Bates 
Peter Raby 
Lynn Reed  
Gordon Reid  
Robin Sewell 
John Trapp 
                    

01353 664632 
01223 813635 
01223 812025 
01223 812249 
01223 813592 
01223 811264 
01223 811777 
01223 811245 
01223 811632 
01223 812120 

Local Services  
       St. Mary’s Church:  

  

 

      Reverend Sue Giles (suethevic@btinternet.com)  
      Churchwardens:   
 
Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School (Head Teacher):               
               Parent Staff Association (Chair):                     
Bottisham Village College:  Main Reception                                                                                            
           Adult Education        
Dentist at Bottisham         
Doctors: Bottisham Surgery  
               Burwell Surgery    
Sanctuary Housing Association                                             
Community Room Hire (Downing Court)   
Women’s Institute (President)   
Relief-in-Need Charity (Clerk)    
Public transport information line  
Dial-a-Ride 
Swaffhams Cricket Club                                      
Mitchell Lodge Bowls Club (Secretary)   
 

  
Christopher Welton                                                                                          
Peter Goldsmith    
  
Toni Rogers     
 
 
 
 
 
Freephone  
 
Mrs P. Cook   
Mrs C. Ling   
 
 
James Aldridge  
Mr M. Beeton  

01223 812726 
01223 811501 
01223 812525 
01223 811595 
01223 813720 
01223 811250 
01223 811372 
01223 811844 
01223 810030 
01638 741234 
0800131 3348  
0800131 3348 
01638 742224 
01223 813885 
08712 002233 
01638 664304 
01223 811798 
01223 234123 

Useful Websites   

 
Swaffham Bulbeck Village (Parish Council) website               www.swaffhambulbeckpc.org.  
Bulbeck Beacon website (to access all previous editions)                 www.bulbeckbeacon.org 

  

Local  Directory 

Cover Picture: Oak Trees on  Red Tile Farm Droveway by Martin Rushworth 



 

 

Bulbeck Beacon February 2018                                                                                                                 1 

 

The gloomy weather conditions 

prevailing as I write this in mid-January 

make me question whether it will ever 

be light again. However, as I look 

around  the miracle of nature tells me 

that Spring is on the way as the 

snowdrops begin to appear once again.  

If you need something to fill up the remaining dark 

evenings don’t forget the carpet bowls club, or even 

enrol in one of Bottisham Village College’s evening 

courses. It seems that anything from Floristry to Indian 

Street Food classes are on offer. 

Following the sad demise of Sylvia Thomson, Peter 

Raby has been kind enough to write an excellent 

obituary which you will find on page 6. 

One important service that our massive Council Tax 

contributions provide is the weekly collection of waste 

and recycling materials. Normally we receive a leaflet 

telling us which weeks to put out which bin and any 

abnormal collection dates, but this year this has not 

happened.  I had a word with East Cambridgeshire 

District Council who reminded me that the dates are 

printed on their black sacks, but I don’t think that this 

suits everybody, particularly those of us who have run 

out of sacks by the middle of the year!  I have managed 

to obtain one of the leaflets that we should have 

received and the relevant details are printed on the 

back cover of this magazine.  Please note, however, 

that these dates only apply to those of us in Swaffham 

Bulbeck, whose normal collection day is a Thursday. 

We are pleased to welcome two new volunteers to the 

Beacon team.  Maggie Fenton has joined Mary and 

Penny as a copy designer and Kay Ballard has 

augmented the editorial team. Many thanks to both of 

them. 

Enjoy the transition from Winter to Spring and, believe 

it or not, the evenings ARE getting lighter! 

Christopher Welton                                                                     

The Editor for the March edition will be 

 Robin Sewell and Kay Ballard 

 

Anglesey Group Mothers’ Union              11 

Bottisham Community Library               12 

Bottisham & District Gardening Club                       11 

Bottisham Medical Practice                        10 
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Bus Timetable                     14 

Children’s Society                                                         9                                        

Community Fire Day                                                     7 

District Council Update                                                 2 

Freecycle                  14 

Letter to the Editor              2 

Mara                                                                             4 

Nature Notes                                                                8 

Notices from  page          4 

Obituary for Sylvia Thomson                                        6 

Parish Council Update                                 2 

Public Transport Matters       10 

RENEW Church                                                13 

Safer Roads Project                                                     3 

St Mary’s Church                 13 

Speedwatch                                                                  3 

Advertisements                   from 15  

Local Directory            inside front cover 
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Editorial 

 

 

ALL ITEMS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE ARE REQUIRED BY 16th OF EACH MONTH 

PLEASE SEND THEM TO THE EDITOR at : editor@bulbeckbeacon.org  

 

Contributions are preferred in electronic form but if this is not possible please deliver “hard copy” to the  

Editor for the next month whose name is at the bottom of the Editorial. 
 

Editors’ Telephone Numbers (all 01223) 

Kay Ballard (812249) · Robin Sewell (811632) · Christopher Welton (811501) 

 

Copy Designers: Maggie Fenton · Penny Irwin · Mary Smith. Photographer: Martin Rushworth 
 

Please e-mail advertisements to: advertising@bulbeckbeacon.org  after consultation with 

Business Manager: Christopher Welton. 

Providence Place, 93 High Street. Swaffham Bulbeck CB25 0LX (01223 811501) 
 

 

The cost of producing this magazine is reimbursed mainly by the advertisers, but in no small way from generous  

donations received from readers. This month we thank an anonymous reader for their kind donation  

All financial and advertising enquiries should be addressed to Christopher Welton. 

Contents 

mailto:advertising@bulbeckbeacon.org.uk
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Dear Editor, 

Rachael, Lucy and I would like to thank all who attended 

Sylvia’s funeral service and for all who sent such 

wonderful letters and messages of condolence. 

It was Sylvia’s wish that the form of the service should 

be as inclusive as possible and we would like to thank 

the Reverend Giles for the admirable way in which the 

service reflected that wish. 

Bob Thomson 

 

In 2017 East Cambs District Council (ECDC) managed 

to have a balanced budget without having to increase 

our council tax, whilst still maintaining our same level of 

services – the fourth year running. 

There has also been an increase in the footfall of our Ely 

Markets as they have grown in popularity. 

Our new Ely six screen cinema is now open, which, 

together with free car parking and various eateries, is 

proving very popular.  I have been kept busy this last 

year dealing with various inappropriate planning 

applications because we did not have a Local Plan. 

Last October we ratified the new draft Local Plan which 

has now gone to the Government’s Inspector for his 

approval.   

This  year we need to seek ways to increase housing for 

our lower earning families and individuals. 

One way is by increasing the number of Community 

Land Trusts - these can provide local housing for local 

people at a reasonable cost to rent or buy. 

2018 will see the completion of our new leisure centre 

next to the new six screen Ely Cinema, with its five lane 

25m swimming pool.  I am sure it will prove very 

popular. 

It has been a privilege and an honour to have served the 

residents of the Swaffhams Ward these last 14 years, 

and I am looking forward to 2018. 

Allen Alderson 

 

Letter to the Editor 

District Council Report  

November 2017 

 

 
Swaffham Bulbeck Parish Council update 

The Parish Council normally meets on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm. 

Meetings are currently being held at Downing Court. Members of the public are 

invited to attend the meetings and 10 minutes is set aside each month for public 

question time. Any planning applications on the agenda are available to view 10 

minutes before the meeting starts. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 6th 

February 2018. 

Please note that the clerk to the council does not keep regular office hours. Replies to emails and phone calls will 

mainly be attended to on Mondays and Thursdays each week apart from holiday periods. Full copies of the minutes 

are available on the Website, the Notice Board and from the Parish Clerk swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com 

Denny and Play Area Matters 

The surfacing around the table tennis table and in front 

of the gazebo is to be replaced in the week 

commencing 5th February 2018. 

It was agreed that the Denny Working Group would 

meet in the Spring to discuss remedial works that need 

to be carried out on the Denny and in the play area; in 

particular the benches need to be repaired and re-

stained. 

Planning Applications 

17/02130/FUL Construction of new double garage at 

The Abbey, Abbey Lane, Swaffham Bulbeck for Mrs 

Clare Burke. 

Planning Approvals 

17/01782/VAR Variation of condition 1 (Approved plans) 

of previously approved 16/01318/FUM for change of 

use to equine use, construction of 3 dwellings and 3 

stable blocks at New England Stud, Heath Road, 

Swaffham Bulbeck. 

Other Planning Matters 

17/01952/TRE and Trees/Swaffham Bulbeck/CA Tree 

work approval at 70 High Street, Swaffham Bulbeck. 

17/01980/TRE and Trees/Swaffham Bulbeck/CA Tree 

work approval at Mill Lodge, Mill Lane, Swaffham 

Bulbeck. 

The Parish Council agreed to invite Mark Deas from 

Cambridgeshire ACRE to a future parish council 

meeting to explore the possibility of producing a 

Neighbourhood Plan for the village. 

Pavilion Matters 

If you wish to book the pavilion please contact the clerk 

to  the council on swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com or 

01353 664632  

mailto:swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com
mailto:swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com
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The current hire charge is £35 per session. A view only 

calendar is available on the parish council website http://

bit.ly/2y4hFga 

Highways/Footpath Matters 

The Parish Council is considering the possibility of 

forming a ‘Speedwatch’ group in the village. Please see 

the article below. 

Highways issues can  be reported by following  the link 

on www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk the County Council 

Website. If your street light is not working please contact 

the Parish Clerk with the light number and she will then 

report it to the County Council. 

Other Matters 

The Swaffham Bulbeck Parish Council Action Plan was 

approved and adopted at the meeting on 9
th
 January 

2018. The plan will be reviewed and updated regularly 

as actions are completed and new actions are identified. 

Website  

Please note that you can access all the parish council 

documents at: 

www.smallercounciltransparencyportal.uk/cgi-bin/

councilindex.pl 

A new website provider has been identified and the 

council have agreed that all councillors will have new 

email addresses specific to the parish council to coincide 

with the launch of the new website and in order to 

comply with the new data protection regulations which 

come into force in May 2018. 

Clerk to the Council – Diane Bayliss 

Telephone 01353 664632 

 

A1303 Safer Roads Project 
Stow-cum-Quy to A11 Flyover 

Swaffham Bulbeck Parish Council has received notification from Cambridgeshire County Council of a road safety 

improvement scheme on the A1303 (Newmarket Road). 

Construction on road improvements to the 4-mile stretch of the A1303 between Quy and Bottisham is due to start in 

January 2018. The work is likely to last till July 2018. During this period there will be a 40mph speed restriction along 

this stretch of the A1303 when signs are in place. There will also be intermittent closures of the A1303 between Quy 

and the junction of Heath Road with the A1303. When this section of the A1303 is closed, the alternative route 

is via B1102 – High Street, Swaffham Bulbeck – Quarry Lane – Heath Road and vice versa. 

       Swaffham Bulbeck Parish Council 

 

    Swaffham Bulbeck  

   Community Speedwatch? 
 

 

In response to concerns about speeding in the village, the Parish Council is considering the creation of a Community 

Speedwatch scheme that is designed, where necessary, to educate motorists and raise awareness of the dangers of 

speeding. To operate such a scheme effectively, a team of approximately 10 volunteers would be needed for a period 

of a few months. 

The scheme would be set up by the Cambridgeshire Constabulary who would: 

• train volunteers to use speed indicator devices that display vehicle speeds 

• provide all equipment free of charge 

• send  advisory  letters  to vehicle  owners  who have exceeded  the  speed  limit, explaining  that  speeding  is  

          unacceptable and asking them to be more considerate. 

The Parish Council would welcome your views and any expressions of interest in volunteering. These should be sent 

by 23
rd

 February to the Clerk at swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com or to any Parish Councillor. 

For further information please visit:  www.speedwatch.info/ 

       Swaffham Bulbeck Parish Council  

http://bit.ly/2y4hFga
http://bit.ly/2y4hFga
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
http://www.smallercounciltransparencyportal.uk/cgi-bin/councilindex.pl
http://www.smallercounciltransparencyportal.uk/cgi-bin/councilindex.pl
mailto:swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com
http://www.speedwatch.info/
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Many of you who read this magazine will have made 

donations in one way or another over the last year, 

towards helping our friends in Mara, north-west 

Tanzania.  Some of you bought bread baked by Ian 

Woodroffe to sponsor clean water projects, some 

patronised Lucinda’s Christmas Fair in Swaffham 

Bulbeck to sponsor the purchase of bicycles and some 

of you made donations to other causes. 

As a result, the following donations were sent in 

January: 

• £671.23 for water projects 

• £179.93 for mosquito nets 

• £2,269.50 for bicycles and a motor cycle   

TOTAL: £3120.66 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have sponsored the bikes and motor-bike at the 

specific request of Bishop George when he visited us 

last year.  They are for the use of the ministers and lay 

readers who need to travel some distance to cover the 

parishes in their areas of responsibility.  The motor cycle 

is for the use of an Archdeacon whose area is very 

much larger.  They do far more than take services and 

visit – they also promote and facilitate the humanitarian 

causes the Diocese is involved in.  We are delighted to 

be able to support projects where our donations are 

acknowledged and transparently accounted for. 

Rev’d Roger Bowen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop George responds: 

‘Loving greetings from Musoma.  My heartfelt thanks for 

your love, your prayers and your support for our 

Diocese.  Please give our greetings to all who have 

supported us in God’s work here in Mara.  You are most 

welcome to visit us in 2018.’  

Next month: Special Report on Heather Johnstone’s 

work in Musoma 

Our Link with Mara, Tanzania 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please come and support the 

Swaffham Bulbeck School PSA 
Cake + biscuit sale 

 

Friday 9th February  

3.15pm (at the school) 
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New Year Resolution to join in a local friendly 
fun filled activity? 

 
Enjoy Singing? (Even if only in the bath!) 

Then come along and test the water........ 

 
 

HMS Pinafore 
 

Sing Through: 

7.30pm Thursday 8th February 

Swaffham Bulbeck School 
For more information contact Angela Roebuck 01223 811722 

Aroebuck73@gmail.com 
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Sylvia Thomson died in 

the Arthur Rank Hospice 

on December 3
rd

, 2017, 

aged seventy-seven. This 

obituary includes much of 

Sue Giles’s moving 

commentary on Sylvia’s 

life given at her funeral on 

December 14th, based on 

memories Sylvia and her 

family shared with Sue. 

Sylvia was born in 

Coventry whilst the battle 

of Britain was raging. Her 

family had a lucky escape 

when an incendiary bomb dropped through their 

bathroom ceiling. She grew up with her two younger 

sisters Hazel and Sandra and they were a close family. 

Sylvia’s father was a baker and the family ran a shop in 

an inner-city area of Coventry.  Her father began to 

make Asian breads and to keep chickens in the back 

garden so that families could have a chicken after 

Friday prayers, so from an early age Sylvia had 

experience of other cultures and faiths. She went to the 

local  Frederick Bird primary school and was one of a 

very few pupils who progressed to Barr’s Hill Grammar 

School. From there she went to Leeds university and 

completed a first year reading sociology before deciding 

it wasn’t for her, leaving to work at Coventry City 

Planning department, initially as a receptionist. 

Sylvia met and married Derek, a lecturer at the local art 

college. Soon after Rachael was born in March 1963, 

Derek left, and Sylvia began the task of bringing up 

Rachael as a single mum. By this time, Bob was also 

working in the planning department, and their paths 

crossed in September when Bob went to consult her 

about hiring a coach for a trip to Nottingham Playhouse. 

He remembers her in a pink gingham dress: he was 

interested from their first meeting, and they married on 

9
th
 June 1966. They moved to Cambridge in 1969 when 

Bob began work as Chief Assistant Planning Officer for 

Cambridge City council. Their first home in Swaffham 

Bulbeck was in Pound Way. Bob then joined an 

architect’s practice and his work often took him abroad, 

to the United States and the Middle East, while Sylvia 

remained at home to look after their two girls, Rachael 

having been joined by her sister Lucy. 

Sylvia was extremely able and once the girls were 

settled in school she began work at Bottisham Village 

College, initially as an RE teacher. She later moved to 

teaching Social Studies and Personal, Social, Health 

and economic education – Martin Gent, then the 

Warden, wrote that Sylvia was ‘hugely important in that 

she was always willing to help wherever we had need’, 

and would always deliver ‘with competence and 

integrity, appreciated by pupils and staff alike’.  For a 

while she worked as a teacher Liaison Officer in the 

County Councils Field Centre at Upware, a post 

involving responsibility for the Counties Field Centre at 

Thorpe Farm, near Thetford. It was from this connection 

that Sylvia and Jim Golightly conceived the notion of 

the Swaffham Bulbeck P.T.A. summer camp. For years 

a significant proportion of the village would migrate to 

Thorpe Farm, alongside the River Thet, where a 

wonderful time was enjoyed by experienced and 

inexperienced campers alike. After Upware Sylvia 

returned to the Village College and taught there until 

1982. 

In 1982 Bob went to work for a time in Hong Kong.  

Sylvia and Lucy went with him but Rachael was by this 

time at university. Under the auspices of Hong Kong 

University Sylvia taught business English to employees 

of the Shanghai Bank. She also taught English to 

Vietnamese refugees but found this frustrating and 

upsetting. She was always very open to people and 

enjoyed her encounters with other cultures.  

When the family returned to England Sylvia got a job at 

St Ives working for the County Council as a Careers 

Guidance Officer. She had a commitment to young 

people, especially those facing challenges and had an 

innate ability to gain their cooperation. As a careers 

teacher she was very good at teasing out what 

youngsters were good at and what they were interested 

in, rather than sending them for any job that came up. 

She became an officer on the Committee of the 

National Association of Careers Guidance teachers, 

becoming first the secretary and subsequently 

President. Her roles and expertise took her to 

international conferences, and to involvement with E.U.-

wide studies from Spain to Romania. 

Once back in Swaffham Bulbeck Bob and Sylvia bought 

Appletrees, which needed lots of work – a major 

project. They also became even more active members 

of the village community. Sylvia had a very good 

singing voice and had taken part in competitions as a 

child, later becoming a member of the Coventry 

Singers.  At Bottisham, she played Mrs Bedwin in a 

memorable production of Oliver.  She formed a quartet 

with Jim Golightly, Jagger Laycock and Rosalind Jones 

to accompany The Chester Adoration of the Shepherds 

in St Mary’s in 1974, and played Kindred in the 1980 

production of Everyman. Another less predictable 

appearance was at a musical evening in the 

Kingfisher’s classroom, performing ‘Give me your hand, 

my darling’ from Don Giovanni with Jim Golightly. When 

the Gilbert and Sullivan summer theatre was launched 

in 1982, she took the leading role in Trial by Jury, 

Angelina the Plaintiff.  At a barbecue after another 

production, she and Jenny Sewell conceived the idea of 

an annual St Mary’s concert, an event that she and Bob 

nurtured for twenty-five years – still running in 2018, 

after a succession of conductors and organizers. She 

continued to inject huge enthusiasm, and ambition, into 

the concert, even when breathing difficulties prevented 

her from singing: she and her conductors, and Jenny, 

Sylvia Thomson deceased 



 

 

Bulbeck Beacon February 2018                                                                                                                 7 

worked together brilliantly in the choice of music, and in 

extracting the very best from a choir of varied abilities.  

Another of her skills was writing.  She wrote some 

pieces about village characters and this began her 

association with the Bulbeck Beacon where more 

recently she was one of the editors and proofreaders. 

Her granddaughter Rebecca asked Sylvia to check her 

dissertation, a great compliment. Her daughters 

Rachael and Lucy remember Sylvia as practical, clear, 

reassuring and supportive, although not in a cuddly 

way. She shared her skills in dressmaking and cooking 

and encouraged them to be independent women, with 

confidence in who they were and what they wanted to 

be. She had very high standards and could be 

challenging but she also had great insight into what that 

could do to others. One of her joys was to sit with her 

family around the table and enjoy conversation and the 

sharing of ideas.  

Italy had an important place in Sylvia’s heart. They went 

to Italy annually for more than 20 years and travelled to 

all the major centres. The good food and wine, the 

wonderful weather and beautiful countryside and the 

cultural gems were equally attractive. Even in her last 

few weeks Sylvia was speaking about the artwork she 

so enjoyed with its spatial structure and crossover of 

disciplines where mathematics, art and philosophy 

interacted with each other. 

Sylvia had an amazingly busy life, as an administrator, 

teacher, educator, mother, wife. But also as a 

neighbour, fully paid-up member of the community, and 

affectionate and loyal friend.  She had a very strong 

personality, and an acutely enquiring mind. She was, 

together with Bob, wonderfully hospitable, a highly 

skilled cook who usually produced one or more special 

surprises within an already delicious menu, as we sat 

by the fire or in the garden surrounded by friends, and 

various combinations of cats and dogs She was also an 

engaging conversationalist (a good foil to Bob in this 

respect, as in so many others), willing to extend a topic 

into interesting and unpredictable avenues, so that 

something memorable emerged and remained long 

after the evening was over. The same was true of the 

different enterprises and activities she took part in, or 

initiated – the concert, the PTA camp, or the Senoritas, 

a spin-off from a U3A group. (I spent one memorable 

evening with them, in an upstairs room in a King Street 

pub, helping to lead a discussion on a slightly raw-

edged production of ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore – I recall 

wondering how I’d got there, but an invitation or 

suggestion from Sylvia wasn’t lightly to be refused). 

I loved Sylvia’s directness. The photograph on her 

funeral sheet is beautifully characteristic – and 

beautiful. Slightly enigmatic – the tinted glasses; totally 

direct; mouth poised between preparing to smile, or 

perhaps to make a slightly ironic comment, reminding 

one not to take oneself too seriously. Wise and serene.  

Unphased, apparently. Not one for a fuss. We shall all 

miss her, and at the same time, while we offer our 

sympathy to Bob and the family, we are so grateful to 

have known her, and for all the enjoyment and insights 

she gave to us as individuals, and as a community.  

Peter Raby 

 

 

On a cold, damp day in November another Crafty Sew 

n Sews project took place. This time a community event 

that brought together Red2Green attendees, children 

from our primary school and year 7 students from 

Bottisham Village College (BVC). The aim of the 

session was to revisit lost skills, in this case fire-lighting 

and campfire cooking. With the kind permission of the 

Parish Council, Cambridge Forest Schools hosted a 

day in the Denny woods giving everyone the 

opportunity to light their own fires using a fire steel – not 

a match or lighter in sight – and to cook lunch on the 

fire.  

Everyone pitched in to prepare the leek and potato 

soup, warm the flatbreads and prepare the favourite 

campfire pud of bananas with chocolate. The Kelly 

kettle – a fire fuelled method of boiling water - proved a 

tricky beast to keep alight but luckily, we had the back- 

up of the pavilion kettle to make the much appreciated 

hot drinks. Being outside in the cold for such a long 

period certainly helped build resilience. 

We were delighted to welcome Sue Romero for lunch 

who proved an invaluable help in dishing up the soup. 

My  thanks  also  go  to Michael Snodgrass, the project 

co-ordinator, who organised the day and allowed me to 

share my fire-lighting skills with the wider community. 

As always, it was wonderful to see the elation on 

people’s faces when, after a lot of trying, they 

successfully lit their fires. Even more exciting when they 

maintained the heat long enough to cook popcorn.  On 

reflection, I hope this experience has not only inspired 

people to get outside, enjoy the elements and create 

their own campfire cuisine but that it has helped 

members of our community build positive relationships 

through this shared experience.  

Toni Rogers 

Cambridge Forest Schools 

 

Community Fire Day 
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The morning of Boxing Day 2017 was bitterly cold, but 

bright and sunny in Swaffham Bulbeck. 

The referee was the first to arrive at the Denny, 

followed soon afterwards by the players and the army of 

spectators. The teams gathered, some players looking 

very professional; kitted out with (pink) arm warmers, 

boots with studs, shin guards, gum shields and sticks. 

Others turned up with a hangover, stick-less, asking 

questions like “how do you play hockey?” 

The tension was building during the warm up, as the 

spectators formed a line along the touchline on the 

Denny. There was a big game atmosphere of 

expectation, of festive spirit and of village pride. 

The game kicked off and it soon became obvious that 

the uneven playing surface was going to be the biggest 

influence on the outcome. The bobbly Denny made 

controlling, dribbling and passing the ball very 

challenging, resulting in lots of comical ‘air shots’. Both 

teams were playing with breathless ferocity, but the 

Prior team demonstrated an impressive level of skill: 

passing the ball around and viciously attacking the 

Bulbeck half. I suspect that most of the Prior team have 

some previous hockey experience, which they were 

using to their advantage. 

As the game progressed, the intensity increased as 

both sides desperately tried to get control and steal a 

goal. There was a period in the match, during the third 

quarter (I think), where both sides were awarded a 

penalty in quick succession, but neither chance was 

converted. Both sides had other opportunities to score 

and there were several near misses. The Bulbeckians 

survived a couple of nervous goal line scrambles with 

some admirable last ditch acrobatic defending. 

The spectators provided an inspiring wall of noise as 

cups of mulled wine were passed around on the 

touchline. Both teams had strength in depth with 

enthusiastic substitutes charging into the fray at every 

opportunity. 

In the final quarter, a Prior foul led to a yellow card, as 

the visitors’ frustration peaked and the referee 

attempted to calm the situation. The Prior team 

continued to probe into their opponents’ half, but the 

Bulbeck back line held firm to protect the hard fought 

score-line. The final whistle blew to end an enthralling 0

-0 draw! Handshakes and three cheers were 

exchanged before the players and supporters re-

hydrated at the Black Horse 

Jamie Fenton 

 

I know that I have covered this topic before, but driving 

around our area recently I have been so struck by the 

highly visible effects of climate change that I have to 

mention it again.  

Having been bitten by a mosquito in mid-December I 

had to admit that I was never going to be free of these 

irritating insects now, not even in winter.  

Then just after Christmas I saw a dead badger on the 

road just outside Swaffham Prior. Badgers do not truly 

hibernate but sleep for long periods, occasionally 

coming above ground for a “toilet break”, and then not 

straying far from the sett. When the new year’s cubs are 

born in February (they don’t usually come above ground 

until April) the previous year’s male cubs start to seek 

out a new group to join; they do not stay indefinitely in 

the same sett as their mothers. This happens around 

February and March as animals wake after their long 

sleep and start to disperse. This is one of the reasons 

why  the  numbers  of badgers  killed on roads starts      

to become obvious around February – young 

inexperienced males are moving further and perhaps 

crossing roads they have not previously  encountered. 

Today, in mid-January, I saw two dead badgers: one 

was on the slip road at the M11/ Bishop’s Stortford exit 

(how on earth did it think it was going to get across a 

motorway?); and the second was on a country lane just 

outside a Hertfordshire village. So animals which 

wouldn’t normally be above ground until February have 

been moving around in December and January. 

Whilst this might not seem to be such a big deal, any 

animal active too early in the season faces especially 

difficult situations. A badger’s main food is earthworms 

which they “catch” when they come to the surface at 

night. In winter, earthworms are deep underground and 

especially if the ground is hard after frost or ice, 

unavailable. So animals already in low condition after a 

winter sleep are hard pressed to find enough food for 

their long trek and are more likely to die. Other sources 

of food such as berries and some arable crops are also 

unavailable to them at this time. 

Similar issues affect other animals. Also in mid-January 

I saw a bird’s egg which had been taken by, I think, a 

squirrel. Any bird which hatched so early in the season 

Nature Notes 

The Bulbeck v Prior Boxing Day 

Hockey Battle 2017 

Swaffham Bulbeck Hockey Team  

Photo by Amy Fenton and Jamie Sugg 
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Another year’s  

wonderful village  

fundraising….. 

would almost certainly have died due to a lack of food 

such as insects or seeds (although they are welcome to 

mosquitos I doubt that there would be enough insects if 

many birds bred early). 

In my garden many plants are in bud including my 

Magnolia. When frost inevitably comes I expect that the 

buds will be “burnt” and will die back. The plant is then 

likely to suffer throughout the year unless it can produce 

another full set of buds to grow during the rest of the 

year. Again, perhaps an ornamental garden plant is not 

critical but, if it happens to many of our native plants the 

insects which rely on them for food will starve, with a 

knock-on effect on the birds and bats which require 

insects to feed themselves and their young.  

The effects of climate change are not so much that 

things are not happening, but they are happening out of 

synchronisation with each other. Flowers may bloom, but 

before the insects which feed on them have hatched, 

and the resulting lack of insects, or hatching at the 

wrong time of year, impacts on animals which feed on 

them (it can also affect pollination of flowers).  One “bad” 

year can usually be tolerated but if it happens year on 

year the cumulative effects might be catastrophic for the 

animals and also ourselves who depend on them.  

Jacqui Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a big thank you from The Children’s Society 

An amazing £1021 has been sent from the village to The 

Children’s Society over the last year. 

The Christingle Service in St Mary’s Church during 

December raised £140. 

The coffee mornings in November (Downing Farm) and 

January (Station Road) raised £301 and the house 

Collection boxes £580. 

Thank you to everyone in the village who has 

contributed to this marvellous total.  

All the money raised will help provide practical and 

emotional support to vulnerable children, young people 

and their families across this country.  

A worthy cause…. 

If anyone would like a collection box to keep at 

home, please let me know. It’s a great place to put 

that spare change…. Thank you again 

Judith Rice 01223 812085  

judithrice@btinternet.com 

 

 
 

 

Bottisham Village College 

Adult Learning 
 

Evening Courses starting in February  

include: 
 

Creative Painting and Drawing  

Floristry: Flowers for Spring Occasions 

Microsoft Excel – an Introduction 

Singing for Fun (join at any time) 

Saturday Workshops - 3 February 2018 

Cook with your Kids 

Get to Know your IPad/Tablet 

Layered Lino Printing 

Make an Appliqué Shoulder Bag 

Mindfulness  

Revamp your Make-up 

Rush Basket Making 

Russian Decorative Painting 

Stained Glass Memento 
 

 
Saturday Workshops - 17 March 2018 

 

 

Glitzy Glass Jewellery  

Illustration for Beginners 

Indian Street Food 

Introduction to Digital Photography 

Round Willow Baskets 

 Woodturning 

Screen Printing 

 Yoga Morning 

 

 
 

You can enrol at any time  

by visiting our website  

 

www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning 

 

Tel: 01223 811372  

 

 email: adultlearning@bottishamvc.org 

mailto:judithrice@btinternet.com
mailto:adultlearning@bottishamvc.org
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Winter Pressures on the NHS:  Please remember 

that the A & E department is for Serious Accidents 

and Emergencies only. For urgent cases call NHS 

111 outside GP hours.  The Ambulance Service is 

also under serious strain so please use it wisely. 

Message from NHS England:  

• There are lots of things you can do to stay well 

this winter. 

• Get expert advice - If you start to feel unwell, even 

if it's a cough or a cold, don't wait until it gets more 

serious. Seek advice on the best treatment from a 

pharmacist. 

• Make sure you get your free flu jab- Flu is  highly 

contagious and can cause serious complications 

for at risk groups. Adults over 65; those with long 

term health conditions; children aged 2 - 8; carers 

and pregnant women may all be eligible for a free 

flu vaccination – ask your GP today. 

• Stock up your medicine cabinet - A well-stocked 

medicine cabinet can help you treat common 

winter ailments such as coughs, colds, sore 

throats and sickness bugs at home.   

• Keep warm - Keeping warm, both inside and 

outdoors, over the winter months can help to 

prevent colds, flu and more serious health 

problems such as heart attacks, strokes, 

pneumonia and depression. 

• Get the right help - Make sure you're receiving all 

the help you are entitled to. Learn how to make 

your home more energy efficient and take 

advantage of financial schemes to keep up with 

energy bills. Visit www.Keep-Warm-Keep-Well for 

details. 

For further information on staying well this winter 

visit www.nhs.uk/staywell 

Online Appointments: There are now more 

appointments available to book online. 

Bottisham Patients’ Group: The Patients’ Group would 

be delighted  to  hear  from  you – please  see  the 

notice  board  in the waiting room for details, speak to 

the receptionist or look at the practice’s  

website: www.bottishammedicalpractice.nhs.uk for 

further information and to see what your Patients’ Group 

has achieved.  We would welcome help with running the 

group. 

Walks for Health:  Lasting about an hour, the next 

walks with our accredited walk leader Steve Gilson start 

at 11.00 am from the surgery car park on 9 and 21 

February, 9 and 21 March 2018.  Do join Steve for a 

walk. He would be delighted to see you.  Anglesey 

Abbey walks continue on Thursdays at 10am from the 

reception area. 

Next Meeting: Next meeting will be on Thursday 22 

March 2018 at 6.30pm at the surgery.                                                                                     

Bottisham Patients’ Group 

 

 

There have been some changes to local bus times for 

the bus numbers 10/11/12 but they are slight.  As I write, 

a link has just popped up to say that boxes of timetables 

are due to be delivered and the bus numbers 10/11/12 

will be in one booklet.  Bus stop displays are about to be 

updated I am informed.  One change that may be of 

interest is that the 17.55 number 11 bus from Bury that 

arrives at Newmarket at 18.25 will now run on to 

Cambridge via Bottisham A1303 stop at 18.38 and on to 

Cambridge arriving at 19.00.  There is also a number 12 

bus from Ely at 5.40  and 6.35 both slightly earlier.  The 

17.50 number 10 bus from Cambridge has a couple of 

minutes added to its timing probably due to Newmarket 

Road congestion.  Newmarket Library  has a list of all 

the changes in a small notice  by the bus 

timetables.  Times are also available on the web 

at www.suffolkonboard.com or through Suffolk County 

Council’s website. 

I have mentioned before that I have interesting 

discussions on the buses and learn of people’s 

usage.  A contact recently spoke of the fact that she can 

use her bus pass at 9 a.m. on Saturdays and also 

Sundays and Bank Holidays if she is somewhere that 

has such buses, which are just a memory to us 

locally!  There is to be an upgrade to the A1303 in our 

area and there will be separate lay-bys at the bus stops 

by the junction of the High St, Bottisham and the 

A1303.  That will be a big improvement as I was 

deposited recently in the grass with my shopping trolley 

– usually it is just the mud!  Some drivers are very 

helpful, however.  Hopefully it will help indicate more 

prominently that there is a bus stop there so that people 

exiting the High Street realise that buses coming from 

Cambridge and indicating left are not the  10 turning left 

but can be the 11 or 12 indicating that they are going to 

stop at the bus stop. 

The recent BBC2 programme Fighting for Air was 

interesting as it tried to cut traffic pollution.  Some of our 

Stagecoach buses use bio-fuel.  It emphasised the 

problems of stop/start traffic which causes more levels of 

pollution. On our narrow village roads parked cars add to 

this problem of ‘stop and start’ and also the 

humps.  Could there be an app for connecting public 

transport possibilities?  A recent taxi driver 

demonstrated his app and the different coloured roads in 

Cambridge according to their level of congestion.  It is 

now suggested that services such as Whim could show 

you the separate legs of a journey – trains, taxis, buses 

and do you need a bike for the final stretch?!  It is 

News from Bottisham Medical 

Practice Patients’ Group 

Public Transport Matters  

http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/winterhealth/Pages/KeepWarmKeepWell.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/staywell
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
http://suffolkonboard.com/
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possible locally to log on and find out where your bus 

is.  Bus stops often have the contact details. 

National Express coaches worked very efficiently over 

the Christmas period.  You do need to book early.  As I 

was returning from Stratford, London on Boxing Day 

there were people expecting to just join a coach for 

Stansted but they were arriving already fully 

booked.  The trains, of course, were often not running 

due to strikes, still ongoing in various places as I write, 

or to works on the line.  The annual rise in rail fares is 

difficult particularly for regular commuters.  Some 

people will pay up to 13 % of their salary just to get to 

work and back home and this at a time of wage 

stagnation.  People complain of the difficulty in finding 

the right fare.  Commuters in France, Germany, Italy 

and Spain pay between 2.5 % and 5 % of their salaries 

to travel to work.  At least rail managers now 

understand the demands of winter conditions and there 

are points heaters, de-icing trains and emergency back-

up provision.  This year there are to be big 

improvements – the opening of Crossrail’s Elizabeth 

Line, which will transform cross-London traffic and the 

unveiling of London Bridge station’s reconstruction, a 

modernised sleeper service to Scotland, new trains and 

more seats on the east coast and on the main line to 

the west.  The lack of seating is a common 

complaint.  Punctuality has fallen and more people are 

claiming compensation - £73.6 million was paid out to 

travellers in 2016-7 up from £44 million the previous 

year.  Most was for trains being more than half an hour 

late but some was for other grievances such as poor 

service and dirty trains.  Govia Thameslink (GTR) was 

the one most affected due to the strikes, delays and 

cancellation.  Its compensation bill jumped from £2.2 

million to just under £15 million in the year to March 

2017.  Comment has also been made about the rising 

cost of petrol.  The debate has arisen again about the 

privatised as against a nationalised railway 

system.  This was due to the bailing out of Virgin and 

Stagecoach over the east coast line.  Final bills for 

projects are always a lot higher than the estimate.  The 

National Audit Office says in a report that GTR, which 

includes Cambridgeshire services, has not provided 

value for money since taking over train routes three 

years ago - it is condemned as the worst on the 

network.  The Department for Transport was also 

criticised for not ensuring adequate staffing before 

awarding GTR the franchise.  There had been too few 

drivers to ensure an adequate level of 

service.  However, in May this year a fleet of new high-

tech trains will be introduced on the Cambridge to 

King’s Cross line as part of a £7 billion improvement 

scheme.  The new Class 77 trains, which were purpose 

built in Germany, are coming in as part of the 

Government sponsored Thameslink programme, which 

will see Cambridge linked directly to central London, 

Gatwick Airport and beyond as far south as Brighton. 

In Europe it is not uncommon to see double decker 

trains.  We did have two from 1949 to 1971 but they 

were then discontinued.  They ran on the Dartford Loop 

line and had been designed by O.V.S Bulleid of 

Southern Railway, who was known for innovation.  The 

class 4DD trains managed to squeeze 12 standard 

compartments into a normal length carriage, where 

usually there were nine.  They couldn’t raise the height 

due to low bridges.  Some carriages survive at heritage 

railways. 

Rail info: 08457 48 49 50       Traveline: 0871 200 22 33 

Happy travelling!   

Paddy James 

 

In November Rev’d Professor Gina Radford came to 

talk to us.  Gina, as well as being Deputy Chief Medical 

Officer, is also an Ordained Priest and as a Curate 

helps Sue Giles minister to all of us in the Anglesey 

Benefice of Churches.  

Gina told us that many years ago she was a GP and 

loves her work because not only does she help to look 

after people’s physical and mental health, she can 

minister to their spiritual needs as well on  Saturday and 

Sunday.  During her talk she showed charts giving us 

some facts about the upside and downside of life 

expectancy. 

Our meetings usually take place at 2.30pm on the third 

Thursday of each month in Lode Chapel.   

Copies of our programme for 2018 are available in all 

five Churches of the Anglesey Group of Parishes.  The 

programme begins with a New Year Communion 

Service on Thursday 18
th
 January at 2.30pm in Lode 

Chapel.  Our next meeting will be on February 15
th
 

when Hazel Williams is giving a talk on ‘Collecting her 

MBE from Buckingham Palace.’  You all are most 

welcome to come and join us. 

Jill Jenyns 

 

Our December meeting was the Christmas Social and 

started with a presentation to our retiring Chairman, 

Derek Latchford, by the present incumbent Julia Green. 

Derek has been a member of the club for many years 

and has served as a committee member, secretary and 

finally as chairman. He will be very much missed from 

the committee but we hope to see him and Pam at 

meetings for many years to come. 

Julia then introduced the speaker for the night. Sylvia 

Overton has been doing the Christmas presentation for 

ten years now, and John had done them before that and 

must take credit for his many excellent photographs. 

Sylvia always donates her fee to the Library so has 

been a source of regular income there during that time. 

Sylvia’s talk was on their recent journeys through 

Iceland, Sweden and Norway. Until recently, Iceland 

Anglesey Group Mothers’ Union 

Bottisham and District  

Gardening Club  
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was a well-kept secret. The first visit took place in the 

summer of 2016, shortly after the embarrassment of the 

England football team’s defeat by Iceland, of which no 

mention was made by the locals! It is an island with 

natural beauty in abundance, made up of an ice cap 

covering one-third of the whole island and populated 

mainly around the perimeter. It keeps its mild 

temperature because of the Gulf Stream and uses 

natural hot springs to power industrial and housing 

needs. Darkness falls only between 1 and 3 am and 

even then it is not dark, as there is a very orange hue. 

Slides showed the many waterfalls and the natural plant 

and wild life – plenty of puffins and they have a recent 

problem with polar bears that come over on ice floes. 

Sadly, they’re not wanted because of imported diseases 

so they are shot. One picture showed an area of water 

which wasn’t there in the 1930s but, with today’s global 

warming, is now a large lake which is host to a variety of 

fish and seals. More recently, in winter 2017, the 

Overtons visited Norway and Sweden. Again we saw a 

very clean, Scandinavian scene, with a picture-book 

landscape and some quirky touches – you are 

welcomed to Oslo with a picture of Munch’s The 

Scream. The opera house is built to look like an iceberg 

and on the frozen fjord there was a sculpture of a 

sinking ship. These are cold countries and they know 

how to deal with the weather: there is a snow-melting 

system under the streets so no thought of things 

grinding to a halt. Sylvia and John certainly have some 

interesting holidays and it is fascinating to join them in 

reviewing their visits. The evening closed with a glass or 

two of mulled wine, mince pies, and the Christmas 

raffle.  

So on to 2018 and we wish all our members and 

readers a very happy and healthy New Year. We have a 

good selection of speakers coming up, as shown below. 

Please contact me if you would like any further 

information about the programme or the club generally. 

We meet in the Poppy Room at the British Legion on the 

fourth Tuesday of the month and visitors are always 

welcome. 

DIARY DATES  

23 January:   Self-sufficiency   from   your   garden,   by 

speaker  Nigel Start 

27 February: Red 2 Green:  the  story  so far  and plans 

for the future, speaker Phil Bailey 

27 March: A  History  of  Easton  Lodge – the  Countess 

and her Gardens, Claire Matthews 

29 April:  Annual  Spring  Lunch  at the Newmarket Golf 

Club 

 Tricia McLaughlin, Secretary 

Tel: 01223 811072 

Email home@mclaughlin34.plus.com  

 

 

 

“A Library outranks any other one thing a 

community can do to benefit its people. It is a never 

failing spring in a desert”. 

“There is not such a cradle of democracy upon the 

earth as the free Public Library” 

Two pertinent quotes from Andrew Carnegie, the 

Scottish American business magnate who became the 

richest man in America and then devoted the rest of his 

life to large scale philanthropy in particular local 

libraries. He gave about $350 million dollars away! 

We had a lovely friendly morning on 9
th
 December when 

Olinda Liddiard held a Christmas themed Story and 

Rhyme time session for the under 5’s followed by 

entertainment from the Bottisham Hand Bell Ringers. 

The Saturday art group were also in the Library that 

morning. Thank you to all who helped. 

We shall soon be receiving a further selection of Large 

Print books to add to our current stock. Please use them 

– they might be too heavy for bed time reading but they 

are by current authors and quite up to date – a better 

selection in some ways than the regular adult fiction 

stock. 

Recent statistics show a large increase in the borrowing 

by juniors, visitors to the Library and reservations. 

However adult issues have fallen – we would like to see 

new borrowers and for our regular visitors to read more. 

An extra book or two to be taken out each time maybe. 

See below for details of our Quiz night on 3rd February . 

Please support us as this is our main fundraising effort 

each year. We shall try to have some easier questions 

for those of us with fewer “little grey cells” 

Sylvia Overton 

 

 

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

QUIZ NIGHT 

SATURDAY 3rd FEBRUARY 

7.00 FOR 7.30 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

£7.50 PER PERSON  

TO INCLUDE PLOUGHMANS 

Maximum 6 per table 

 

Please contact  

Margret Coles on 01223 812199  

to book a table  

mailto:home@mclaughlin34.plus.com
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St Mary’s Church Services and Rota for February 2018 

Date  Time  Service  Officiant  Sidesman  Readers  Intercessor  Chalice Flowers Coffee 

4th   

8.00 
Holy  

Communion  
Rev’d Sue Giles R Butler      

9.30 All Age Service 
Rev’d Prof Gina  

Radford 
J Rice J Rice   M Woodroffe P Irwin 

11th 10,00 
Benefice  

Holy Comunion 
Rev’d Sue Giles P Goldsmith P Goldsmith A Friday C Welton E Firebrace B Somers 

14th 19.30 Ash Wednesday Benefice Communion Service at St Mary’s Quy  Driver: P Irwin 812201  

18th 9.30 
Village  

Communion 
Canon Ian  

Winterbottom  
P Irwin P Irwin A Butler G Datson  J Barber 

25th 8.00 Holy Communion St Mary’s Swaffham Prior 

 9.30 Children’s Church St James Lode 

 10,00 Morning Worship Holy Trinity Bottisham 

 
 

 

 

What does love look like? This is how a group of 

children responded to the question: 

"When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend 

down and paint her toenails anymore, so my 

grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his 

hands got arthritis too. That's love.” …    "When 

someone loves you, the way they say your name is 

different. You just know that your name is safe in 

their mouth.” …   ”Love is what makes you smile when 

you're tired.” …  ”Love is when you kiss all the time. 

Then when you get tired of kissing, you still want to 

be together and you talk more. My Mummy and 

Daddy are like that. They look gross when they 

kiss” …  ”Love is what's in the room with you at 

Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen.” …  

”If you want to learn to love better, you should start 

with a friend who you hate.” …   "Love is like a little 

old woman and a little old man who are still friends even 

after they know each other so well.” …  ”During my 

piano recital, I was on a stage and I was scared. I 

looked at all the people watching me and saw my 

daddy waving and smiling.  He was the only one 

doing that.  I wasn't scared anymore.” …  ”Love is 

when Mummy gives Daddy the best piece of chicken.” 

…  ”You really shouldn't say, 'I love you' unless you 

mean it. But if you mean it, you should say it a lot. 

People forget.” 

Each of these children’s quotes speaks to me - the 

connotations of love that is sacrificial, putting others 

first.  I love the phrase, ‘your name is safe in their 

mouth’,  I believe God knows your name and mine, and 

he calls us to himself by name (Isaiah 43).  They speak 

of a deep love, more than a fuzzy feeling we get inside, 

but growing strong over a long time, being tested.  They 

speak of loving those who make it hard for us to love 

them.  They speak of a father who waves and smiles at 

us to let us know he’s there and he’s cheering us on.  A 

love that gives the best and a love that is truly meant.  A 

love that is communicated - not assumed, or taken for 

granted.  They  speak  to  me of the love of my Father 

in  

 

heaven, the source of all love (1 John 4.7).  Why not 

Stop;  Listen;  Look? Where is the evidence of love in 

you, around you and working through you? 

People are longing to hear that they are loved.  God’s 

love for us is demonstrated in Jesus Christ giving His 

life for us that we might have life in Him (Romans 5.8, 

John 3.16-17).   You are loved! 

It would be great to welcome you to RENEW if you’d 

like to explore more about Jesus and what it means to 

follow Him with us. 

           Rev. Alan Brand  

RENEW Services for February 2018 

We have activities for children and young people at all 

our RENEW morning services. 

A crèche is available if required.  All are welcome. 

Croissants and drinks are available before Morning 

Worship from 10.10 am. 

Sunday 4
th
 February. Morning Worship. 10.30am 

(Bottisham Primary School) 

Sunday 11
th
 February. Morning Worship. 10.30am    

(at the School) 

Followed by shared lunch 

Sunday 18
th
 February.  Morning Worship. 10.30am   

 (at the School) 

Sunday 25
th
 February.  Morning Worship.  10.30am  

(at the School) 

There will be no evening services at Lode Chapel 

For more information about any of the activities of  

RENEW Church please contact:  

Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558.   

Email: alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk  

Or visit our website at  www.renewchurch.org.uk 

 

Sunday 9.00am at Kirtling and 10.30am at  Newmarket 

Roman Catholic Services 

mailto:alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk
http://www.renewchurch.org.uk
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If you have any offers or wants, please contact me by the 14
th
 of each month by phone  (01223 813362), e-mail 

(jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk) or drop a note through the letter box (23 Longmeadow).  Please let me know if you 

would like anything repeating in subsequent issues. Everything is free and nothing is expected in return.  Please 

can you contact the offers after the 1
st
 of the month to make it a little fairer. 

 

Freecycle 

Bus Timetables (with changes from 8th January 2018**) 

Cambridge to Swaffham Bulbeck to Newmarket (Bus Service No:10) 

Cambridge 
Drummer 
Street Bus 

Station  
(Bay 9) 

 

06.50 

 

07.50 

 

08.50 

 

09.50 

 

10.50 

 

11.50 

 

12.50 

 

13.50 

 

14.50 

 

15.50 

** 

16.50 

 

17.50 

 

18.50 

Swaffham 
Bulbeck 

Black Horse 

 

07.24 

 

08.24 

 

09.27 

 

10.24 

 

11.27 

 

12.24 

 

13.27 

 

14.24 

 

15.27 

 

16.24 

 

17.27 

 

18.24 

 

19.24 

Newmarket 
Guineas Bus 

Station 
08.13 09.13 10.13 11.13 12.13 13.13 14.13 15.13 16.13 17.13 18.18 

 

 

 

Newmarket to Swaffham Bulbeck to Cambridge (Bus Service No:10) 
Newmarket 

Guineas  

Bus Station 

 

 

 

06.56 

 

08.14 

 

09.14 

 

10.14 

 

11.14 

 

12.14 

 

13.14 

 

14.14 

 

15.14 

 

16.14 

 

17.14 

Swaffham 

Bulbeck 

Black Horse 

** 

07.08 

 

07.45 

 

09.06 

 

10.03 

 

11.06 

 

12.03 

 

13.06 

 

14.03 

 

15.06 

 

16.06 

 

17.06 

 

06.43 

 

18.06 

Cambridge 

Drummer 

Street  

Bus Station 

 

07.50 

 

08.30 

 

09.43 

 

10.43 

 

11.43 

 

12.43 

 

13.43 

 

14.43 

 

15.43 

 

16.43 

 

17.43 

 

07.20 

 

18.43 

There is no service on Sundays or Bank Holidays 

Offered Wanted Contact 

Children's plastic picnic table with built-in benches - 
suitable for approx. ages 18 months - 4 years;  

Children's ride-in police car (the sort you push along 
with your feet under the car) - suitable for approx ages 
18 months - 4 years;  

Large (160cm tall) PVC inflatable punch bag tower - you 
inflate the top part with air and fill the base with sand or 
water, so it stands itself back up when knocked over. 
Suitable for approx age 6 up.  

  Vicky or Jonathan 812801 

Kneeling chair. Black upholstery. Bought last year and 
hardly used.  

  Sonia, 01223 812272 

Ikea 'birch' colour rectangular coffee table with shelf 
underneath, good condition;  

Ikea 'golden birch' colour TV  cabinet  and matching 
single unit with glass doors. Not first class condition 
from side view but fronts and top are good condition.  

  Judi 07763 769933 
(Swaffham Prior) 

  Wire hanging baskets. Fibre (not 
plastic!) wall plugs (rawlplugs), sizes 
no. 8 or no. 10. 

Bob or Nicky, 01223 813592 

  Your old light fittings, brown Bakelite 
switches, iron conduit and switches, 
bulb holders and holders. Sheets and 
bits of bakelite.   

Postcard rack (carousel if possible). 

George 07895 064727. 

mailto:jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk
tel:01223%20812272
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 FED UP OF COMMUTING? 

 
Office to let at 

Downing Park, Swaffham Bulbeck  
 

• Modern office (2400 sq ft) within a  
     refurbished Grade II listed timber frame 

barn. 
• Cambridge telephone number and  
     postcode (CB25 0NW). 
• Ample on-site car parking. 
• Viewing welcome. 
• Rents up to 50% less than Cambridge 

Science Park. 

Landlord: David Turner 01223 811350 
or  david2lawrence@sky.com  or please  
enquire at the farmhouse. 

Letting agent: Redmayne, Arnold and 
Harris 01223 323130 

Massive spring Jumble sale 

Saturday 17
th

 March 2018 

2-4pm 

St.James’ Church  Lode 

Car park opposite the church.  

Entrance is £1 for adults and children are free. 

mailto:david2lawrence@sky.com
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WANTED  
POLITE, LOCAL BUSINESS EST. 

25 YEARS 

IS LOOKING TO BUY THE  

FOLLOWING: 

  Polite & confidential service.  

Good prices paid. Please call:  

Steve Durrant 01638 507037  

or 07740 591194 

 Furniture 

 Quality Jewellery  and Costume Jewellery 

 Collectable  

 China, glass, ceramics 

 Old Toys 

 Silver, silver plate, old copper and brass 

 Militaria  - uniforms, medals and weapons 

 Old tools 

 Old garden ornaments 

 Anything considered 

Green Wood Tree  Surgery 

 

 

 

www.greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk  

info@greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk  

30 Prickwillow Road, Isleham,  
Ely, Cambridgeshire, CB7 5RQ 

 

 

 

 

 

New uPVC windows and doors  

supplied and fitted 

All uPVC window and door repairs (locks, 

handles, hinges, mechanisms) 

All glass and glazing repairs 

uPVC cladding and guttering supplied and 

fitted 

Local company with over 20 years of  

experience, FENSA registered 

01223 813140 

07855 434141 

office@dhwindowdoors.com 

http://www.greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk/
mailto:info@greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk
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PREMIER INVESTMENT  

MANAGEMENT SERVICES LTD 

 

INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT ADVISERS 
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

  Specialist in ISAs, PEP/ISA transfers,  

Unit Trusts and Investment Portfolios 

 To arrange a free consultation ring 01223 882422 or email 

pims@globalnet.co.uk or via www.pims-uk.com 

Hilary’s Cottage 
16 Cage Hill Swaffham Prior 

Self Catering Holiday Cottage 

Available for your guests 

 

Tel: 01638 741926 (Hilary) 
 

Or for information 

www.hilary’scottage.co.uk 

 

 

Commercial and Domestic 

 Interior and Exterior Work  
 

82 Longmeadow, Lode, Cambridge, CB25 9HA  

Tel: 01223 812920  

duncanfreeman@hotmail.co.uk  

Paul Braybrooke 
 

OIL FIRED BOILER ENGINEER 
Boiler servicing 

Boiler breakdowns 

Oil Tank replacement 
 

Tel: 01353 777788 

Mob: 07946 735691 
Oftec registered 

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP 

ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT 

N.C.S. 

 

90%  CHIMNEYS DON’T NEED SCAFFOLDING 

*10% DISCOUNT 
FOR  ALL WORK!! 

BIRDS NESTS REMOVED 

OIL & GAS BOILERS  

SOLID FUEL 

STOVE FITTED 

SMOKE PRESSURE TEST 

INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS 

FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED 

BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED 

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL ME ON 

07824727277. (01638)662760 OR E-MAIL: 

NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK 

*Send text or e-mail, and recieve 10% discount. Answers 

within an hour.Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks 

Public liability insurance  

Competitive Prices  

mailto:pims@globalnet.co.uk
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   01638 428 060 
   01223 832 928 

     www.Rothwells.biz 
 

Carpet Cleaning 
& Stone Floors, Upholstery, Rugs  

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993. 
We’re an honest local family firm.  
Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning                                                            

& drying power for the best results possible. 
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture for a thorough clean. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 

 BOTTISHAM 

SCHOOL  

OF  

MOTORING 
All qualified instructors with extremely high  

first-time pass rate 

01223 811556 

Andy Pumfrey 

Painter and Decorator 

 

A courteous, polite and considerate service at all times 

 

Please call to discuss your requirements 

Tel: 01638 741376  Mob: 07880 625159 
 

10 High Street, Swaffham Prior CB25 0LD 

 

HARRISON HEATING 
Plumbing and Heating 

Free estimates given 

Gas boiler and Gas fire servicing 

Gas Safe Registered 
 

7 Ness Road, Burwell, Cambs CB25 0AA 

Tel: 01638 742873 and Mobile: 07932 773515 

E-mail:nigel.harrison@ntlworld.com 

FENWAY TELEVISION 

345 Exeter Road, Newmarket CB8 8HT 

01638 663134 

E-mail: service.fenway@btinternet.com 

Sales, rental, service 

TV, VIDEO, HIFI AND DOMESTIC  

APPLIANCES 

TV/FM aerial installations 

JEFFREY D. WICK 

PAINTER/DECORATOR 

Interior/Exterior 
30 years experience 

Free estimates/OAP Discount 

Reliable and professional service 

Phone : 01223 813762 

Mobile: 07788 165676 
11 Heath Road, Swaffham Bulbeck,  

Cambridge CB25 OLS 

Chris Downing 
Interior and Exterior Painting 

 

Honest, reliable and very reasonably  

priced service 
 

Please contact me for a prompt, free estimate 

Call 01638 743036 or 07949 735047 

Email: downingcaj@gmail.com 
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JANE NEWBURY A.I.S.T.D.(C.B) 
                   Ex Royal Ballet 

   SCHOOL of DANCING 
            Dance classes in Swaffham Bulbeck  

School Hall 

 
Mondays      Wednesdays 
 
Nursery Movement 3.00-3.30pm    Dance Club for Teenagers   
Junior Ballet  3.45-4.15pm    6.00-7.30pm 
Junior Tap  4.15-4.45pm   
Intermediate Ballet 4.45-5.15pm    email :  
Senior Tap  5.15-5.45pm    jane@newburydance.co.uk 
Senior Ballet  5.45-6.30pm      
Ladies Ballet  6.30-7.30pm     Tel. No.  01223 812154 
 

Visit the website :-    www.newburydance.co.uk 

ACB Electrical Services 
  Electrical contractors 

 

 

NICEIC Domestic Installer Approved   

Electrician 

Andrew Byford 

Swaffham Bulbeck 

25 years experience 

Part P Building Regulations compliant 

Free quotations and advice 

     Tel: 0777 333 7440 

 E Mail: acbelectricalservices@googlemail.com 

SN  Handyman Services 
A friendly and reliable service for all your general home 

and garden maintenance. 

*Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior  

*Garden Maintenance *Tiling & Glass Splashbacks  

*Gutters Cleared & Repaired *Power Washing Patios   

*Sealant  Replacement (bathroom/kitchen)  

*Curtain Poles and Blinds *Flat Pack Furniture (assembly) 

*Shelf Fitting *Small Glazing *Conservatory Cleaning  

*and more........ 

Free estimates & advice given on all work/ 

References available  
Please call Steven Newton 07713859712 / 01223 813 701   

Email: newton73@hotmail.co.uk 
Bay Tree Cottage 74 High St. Swaffham Bulbeck 

 

 

mailto:newton73@hotmail.co.uk
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 GOLD TRAINING AND COUNSELLING    

SERVICES LTD. 

IAN WOODROFFE 
British Association of Counselling accredited UK 

Independent Registered Counsellor 

Individual Counselling, Couple  

Counselling and Supervision 

Telephone 07968 836645 

PEST CONTROL SERVICES 

RABBITS, RATS, MICE, MOLES, 

WASPS & INSECTS,  

And Cluster Flies in Loft Areas 

CONTACT R. DANIELS 

PHONE: 01223 290570 

MOBILE: 07773 682 676 

BED AND BREAKFAST 
THE MEADOW HOUSE 

2A High Street, Burwell, Cambridge CB25 0HB 

 

 

Brian and Hilary Marsh 
Tel: 01638 741926    Fax: 01638 741861 

Website: www.themeadowhouse.co.uk 

• En suite rooms available with colour TV and tea-making facilities 

• Large car park and grounds 

• Family rooms, children welcome 

• Open all year 

• Fire certificate/No smoking 

• English Tourist Board 4 Diamonds 

R. BRISTLEY 
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET, CB8 0EX 

SANICLEAN 
Drain and Plumbing Services 

Drains Unblocked fast          Toilets, Baths & Sinks 
Guttering & Downpipes        Drain Repairs and Reports 

High Pressure Water Jetting       CCTV Surveys 
                       All Works Guaranteed  

 

             01638 662439 
                     Mobile: 07970 038404 

Est. 1974 

Sam Weaver 
 
  

                     SW Carpentry   
 General Carpentry and Home Improvements 

24 Vicarage Close 
Swaffham Bulbeck 
Cambridge 
CB25 OLY 
Tel: 01223 813866 / Mob: 07976535451  
e-mail: sw_carpentry@yahoo.co.uk  
All Jobs Undertaken / Free Estimates 

N and G Marsh of Burwell - Engineers 

For all your metalwork requirements 
 

 Welding Services   Mower Repairs 

 Handrails    Tow bars 

 Security Bars    Metal Railings 

 Gates     RSJs Supplied 

 
Services to the Building Industry 

Tractors & Agricultural Machinery 
Repaired 

Tel: 01638 741354 or 01638 741926 
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 Mead Construction 
(Cambridge) Ltd 

Liberty Barns, Heath Road,  
Swaffham Prior, Cambridge CB25 0LA 

   

 Driveways  Paths 
 Drainage  Concrete 
 Civil Engineering Drop Crossings 
We also provide JCB’s, large plant, and small tools for 

hire. 
We supply and deliver muck-aways and Aggregates in 

any size load 
For all enquiries and free estimates please phone  

01638 742463 

R. Bristley 
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET CB8 0EX 

 

Brush Electric Sweep * All chimneys swept 
Solid fuel, oil & gas * Cowls, nets and pots fitted 

Stoves repaired and serviced * Carpets cleaned 
Competitive prices * Very clean 

Family Business 
Public Liability Insurance 
Classic Wedding Car Hire  
White 1972 Citroen DS21 

 

01638 662439 
   Mobile: 07970 038404                  

Est. 1974 

 ANGLIA GAS &  
  ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Sales – Service – Repairs – Installation  
LPG/Propane Gas Specialist   No.150846 

 
NG/LPG Gas Boiler/Central Heating Systems 
NG/LPG Gas Appliances/Dual Fuel Appliances 
Nat Gas/LPG Landlord safety Checks 
NG/LPG Residential Park Homes/Caravans 
Electrical Appliances/Portable Appliances Testing 
Essential Electrical/Plumbing Maintenance 

Contact: Jim Perry Phone/Fax: 01638 741432 

           Mobile: 07768 856456  
E-mail: jimperryages@ntlworld.com 

Place your advert here 

Contact Business Manager 

Christopher Welton 

advertising@bulbeckbeacon.org 

or 

 01223 811501 
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SWAFFHAM BULBECK VILLAGE DIARY 2018 

MONTH DATE EVENT ORGANISER 

February  

6th 
Parish Council Meeting  
Downing Court 7.30pm 

Diane Bayliss 

8th  
Gilbert and Sullivan HMS Pinafore  
sing through in the School 7.30pm  

All welcome.  
Angela Roebuck  

15th - 17th 

Village Play 

The Matchmaker by Thornton Wilder 

7.30pm in the School Hall 
 

St Mary’s Players 

20th 
Downing Court Lunch Club 

12.00 
Margaret Roberts 

March 

6th  
Parish Council Meeting  
Downing Court 7.30pm 

Diane Bayliss 

3rd 

St Mary’s Singers’ Concert  

in St Mary’s Church.  At 7:30pm 

Tickets on Door. 

St. Mary’s Singers 

20th 
Downing Court Lunch Club 

12.00 

Margaret Roberts 

4th 
Parish Council Meeting  
Downing Court 7.30pm 

Diane Bayliss 

April 

17th 
Downing Court Lunch Club 

12.00 
Margaret Roberts 

June  

13th—16th 

Swaffham Bulbeck Summer Theatre 
 

Cox and Box by Burnand and Sullivan   
 HMS Pinafore by Gilbert and  Sullivan 

7.30 pm 13th—16th and 2.30pm 16th June 

Swaffham Bulbeck 

Summer Theatre 

30th Street Market 
Church 

Margaret Roberts 



 
Refuse Collection Dates 
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