


 
Emergency Services   

 FIRE, or POLICE or medical emergency, only 
POLICE Customer Services Centre (for suspicious incidents, crimes, etc.) 
NHS Helpline (non-emergency care and out of hours service)  
MINICOM (for deaf and hard of hearing)                           
RNID TypeTalk (for deaf, blind and speech impaired)   
Police Anti-social behaviour co-ordinator                        Brian Tully  
Electricity power cut   
 

999 
101 
111 
01480 422493 
0800 515152 
01353 656641 
0800 7838838  

Neighbourhood Watch   

 East Cambs (Secretary)                     
Park End 
 

Kevin Evans 
Robin Sewell  

01353 614892 
01223 811632 

Local Councils    

  Cambridgeshire County Councillor              
 East Cambridgeshire District Councillor 
 

 Mathew Schuter       
 Allen Alderson 

01638 508729 
01638 741744 

Parish Council contacts   

 

Parish Clerk  (swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com) 
Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
 
 

Diane Bayliss 
Sue Romero 
Mary Smith 
Kay Ballard 
Nicky Bates 
Peter Raby 
Lynn Reed  
Gordon Reid  
Robin Sewell 
John Trapp 
                    

01353 664632 
01223 813635 
01223 812025 
01223 812249 
01223 813592 
01223 811264 
01223 811777 
01223 811245 
01223 811632 
01223 812120 

Local Services  
       St. Mary’s Church:  

  

 

      Reverend Sue Giles (suethevic@btinternet.com)  
      Churchwardens:   
 
Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School (Head Teacher):               
               Parent Staff Association (Chair):                     
Bottisham Village College:  Main Reception                                                                                            
           Adult Education        
Dentist at Bottisham         
Doctors: Bottisham Surgery  
               Burwell Surgery    
Sanctuary Housing Association                                             
Community Room Hire (Downing Court)   
Women’s Institute (President)   
Relief-in-Need Charity (Clerk)    
Public transport information line  
Dial-a-Ride 
Swaffhams Cricket Club                                      
Mitchell Lodge Bowls Club (Secretary)   
 

  
Christopher Welton                                                                                          
Peter Goldsmith    
Lisa Fish   
Toni Rogers     
 
 
 
 
 
Freephone  
 
Mrs P. Cook   
Mrs C. Ling   
 
 
James Aldridge  
Mr M. Beeton  

01223 812726 
01223 811501 
01223 812525 
01223 811595 
01223 813720 
01223 811250 
01223 811372 
01223 811844 
01223 810030 
01638 741234 
0800131 3348  
0800131 3348 
01638 742224 
01223 813885 
08712 002233 
01638 664304 
01223 811798 
01223 234123 

Useful Websites   

 
Swaffham Bulbeck Village (Parish Council) website               www.swaffhambulbeckpc.org.  
Bulbeck Beacon website (to access all previous editions)                 www.bulbeckbeacon.org 

  

Local  Directory 

Cover Picture:  Autumn Harvest  by Gill Rushworth  
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The year is marked by 

village events like the 

Street Market, Safari 

Supper and so on. The 

latest one, Apple Day, is 

a recent innovation but in 

the few years since its inception has become part of 

the village scene, marking the Autumn and scenes of 

mellow fruitfulness. We could add  more local 

happenings such as grape pressings by those few 

households with a burgeoning grape vine. These 

events are organised, perhaps inevitably, by a small 

number of villagers, around seven percent of the 

population who can be relied upon to do something for  

the life of the village. The rest are fairly inactive, 

sometimes attending events sometimes not. A 

microcosm of the national population. To be a vibrant 

integrated community, we need more people to get 

involved. Don’t be a sleeper! The New Year is not far 

off, why not make a resolution now to be a more active 

member of your community in 2018. 

Village Events between now and Christmas?  Three, 

mainly, the Safari Supper on  November   18
th
 , the 

Christmas Fair at the Old Vicarage on 2
nd

 December 

and the School Christmas Fayre on December 8
th
. 

Thank you to those hardy souls who put thought and 

effort into organising these popular events. Never mind 

for what purpose these are organised; they are aimed 

at the wider community which means everyone. 

We are fortunately blessed with warm weather well 

beyond the point where it usually turns cold. So there is 

currently little motivation to stock up on Winter fuel.  

Nevertheless there are several people advertising 

firewood locally. Some of these are reasonably priced, 

some are not. Shop around for the best deal. 

One of the most common petty crimes in our area is 

that of breaking into Garden Sheds to steal lawn 

mowers, tools,  bikes etc. It happens every week. Make 

sure your garden shed is protected from these 

criminals. Have a high garden gate you can lock. Put in 

a light that can be triggered by movement. Lay a gravel 

path that is noisy to walk on. Fit a strong padlock and 

hope for the best. Report suspicious movements to the 

Police or the Parish Council or the Beacon. Local 

intelligence is all important. 

Robin Sewell and Christopher Welton 

The Editor for December  will be Robin Sewell   
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Editorial 

 

ALL ITEMS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE ARE REQUIRED BY 16th OF EACH MONTH 

PLEASE SEND TO THE EDITOR at : editor@bulbeckbeacon.org  

Contributions are preferred in electronic form but if this is not possible please deliver “hard copy” to the  

Editor for the next month whose name is at the bottom of the Editorial. 
 

Editors’ Telephone Numbers (all 01223) 

Robin Sewell (811632) · Christopher Welton (811501) 

Copy Designers: Penny Irwin · Mary Smith. Photographer: Martin Rushworth 
 

 

Please e-mail advertisements to: advertising@bulbeckbeacon.org  after consultation with 

Business Manager: Christopher Welton. 

Providence Place, 93 High Street. Swaffham Bulbeck CB25 0LX (01223 811501) 
 

The cost of producing this magazine is reimbursed mainly by the advertisers, but in no small way from generous  

donations received from readers.  

 

All financial and advertising enquiries should be addressed to Christopher Welton. 

Contents 

mailto:advertising@bulbeckbeacon.org.uk
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The Parish Council normally meets on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm. 

Meetings are currently being held at Downing Court. Members of the public are 

invited to attend the meetings and 10 minutes is set aside each month for public 

question time. Any planning applications on the agenda are available to view 10 

minutes before the meeting starts. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th 

November 2017. 

Swaffham Bulbeck Parish Council update 

Financial Matters 

The Annual Return for 2016 -17 has been approved by 

the External Auditor. All information provided was 

deemed to be in accordance with proper practices. All 

relevant paperwork is available on the website.  

The Parish Council insurance policy has been renewed 

as recommended by Came & Company for a three 

year binding agreement with ‘Inspire’ at a cost of 

Please note that the clerk to the council does not keep regular office hours. Replies to emails and phone calls will 

mainly be attended to on Mondays and Thursdays each week apart from holiday periods. Full copies of the minutes 

are available on the Website; the Notice Board and from the Parish Clerk swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com 

Dear Editor 

I am glad that you are promoting the village bus and 

thought I might add some information I have gathered 

myself on local transport.  

When I first came to the village 25 years ago now, I 

asked my neighbours about the bus service and was 

told “I don’t know about it, I don’t use it”.  I started using 

it to go in to town for an occasional evening, to the 

theatre, when I was one of only two or three people on 

board the last bus back at night.  As I only used it about 

once a month, it is unsurprising that the route/time was 

losing money.   

I also tried to use it occasionally during the day, but 

only got on a bus 10% of the time. The buses ran so 

late I frequently gave up and got out my car as I 

couldn’t afford to miss appointments.  Instead I drive to 

the park and ride and use that, which is a great service. 

However, since the revised timetable I have started 

using the village bus again and it runs on time and is 

very good. A point to remember is that the ticket covers 

all wider Cambridge bus routes for the day. So if like 

me, your knees are dodgy, you can get buses around 

town at no extra cost.   

The moral of this story is… use it or lose it! With so few 

people getting on a late night bus I think it is unlikely 

they will reinstate it. But perhaps we could get 

Stagecoach to give it a go for a short period so we 

could demonstrate that there is a demand (or is there 

really?).   

Like you I have also visited the Cambridge North 

railway station to check it out, and there is one 

important piece of information that has been missed. 

There is no ticket office so you have to pay for tickets 

by card or app., but perhaps more importantly you can 

only pay to park by telephone. So, practically, you need 

a smart phone to park (it also costs £8!).  Am I the only 

person to resent being forced to have a smart phone 

when I don’t want one, wouldn’t use one and don’t 

need one (except to park a car)? 

Jacqui Green 

During September as well as my normal Councillor 

duties, I also undertook two site visits. The first was a 

tour of Dalham Hall Stud, which is part of the horse 

breeding empire of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 

and is managed in an immaculate fashion. It employs 

700 people, has 450 staff houses, and covers an area 

of over 7000 acres. As such it is an important employer 

in the Newmarket area. Secondly, as a member of the 

Community Services Committee I attended a tour of 

our new Leisure Centre that is being built on the Ely 

bypass at Downham Road. It should be completed by 

April/May 2018. It will include the following:  

• An eight lane 25m swimming pool  

• A learner pool with movable floor  

• A 120-station gym floor  

• Two activity studios  

• A four-court sports hall  

• A meeting room  

• An outdoor all-weather sports pitch  

• Free car parking  

It is being built next to our new six screen cinema 

which is now open and proving very popular. October’s 

planning committee is all day, starting at 9.30am 

instead of 2.30pm because of the increase in planning 

applications it is having to deal with. When our new 

Local Plan is in force things should return to normal. 

Allen Alderson 

Letter to the Editor 

District Council Report October 2017 

mailto:swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com
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£756.90 per annum. 

Arrangements are to be made with Cheffins to register 

the remaining sections of parish council owned land, to 

review the land rents and to advertise the available plot. 

Planning Applications 

17/01238/FUL Demolition of existing dwelling and 

replace with 6 bedroom, two storey dwelling, garaging 

and associated site works at Hare Park Stud, Six Mile 

Bottom, Newmarket for Mr & Mrs L Dettori  

17/01605/FUL Alteration to South Porch to provide a 

lavatory at St Mary’s Church, High Street, Swaffham 

Bulbeck for St Mary’s Church  

Planning Refusals 

17/01223/FUL Erection of two detached dwellings at 

land Southeast of The Bungalow, Abbey Lane, 

Swaffham Bulbeck. 

Other Planning Matters 

Schedule of Certification of Street Numbering: - ‘The 

Barn’ replacement dwelling formally ‘The Bungalow’. 

The East Cambs Local Plan proposed submission is 

being  discussed by full council on 5th October. You can 

read the Swaffham Bulbeck section on pages 156-158 

in ‘Policies for Places’. The site at Hillside Mill has been 

put into the plan showing an indicative number of 12 

houses. The planning application for 19 houses on this 

site is due to be discussed on Wednesday 4th October 

at the planning committee. 

Pavilion Matters 

If you wish to book  the  pavilion please contact the 

clerk   to the council. Tel. 01353 664632 or  email 

swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com  

The current hire charge is £35 per session. A view only 

calendar is available on the parish council website 

http://bit.ly/2y4hFga 

Denny and Play Area Matters 

Quotations are being sought for surfacing the area 

around the table tennis table and in front of the gazebo. 

Four replacement waste bins for the Denny have been 

purchased and should be installed during October. 

Cemetery Matters  

The Council are looking into the cost of a number of 

remedial works that need to be carried out in the 

cemetery. One quotation has been received but owing 

to the sums involved two further quotes need to be 

sought. The council have agreed to install a bench in 

the cemetery and this will be done at the same time as 

the other work. 

 

Highways/Footpath Matters 

The Council have agreed to make contact with the  

Highways Department to discuss re-surfacing and 

repairs to the footpath from the shop along to the pub as 

this was not covered by the Jointly Funded Minor 

Highways Improvement Scheme. 

Highways issues can be reported on the County Council 

Website. www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

If your street light is not working please contact the 

Parish Clerk with the light number, she will then report it 

to the County Council. 

Other Matters 

The Parish Council have agreed to apply for the Local 

Council Award Scheme operated by NALC which 

assesses whether the council meets the minimum 

requirements for operating lawfully and according to 

standard practice. 

Diane Bayliss Clerk to the Council  

Telephone 01353 664632  

 

 

You may have been wondering what has been 

happening   about  plans for  a replacement  Pavilion  

on the Denny. Behind the scenes the Pavilion 

Development 

Group has been 

meeting regularly 

and overall is 

making gradual 

progress towards a 

new Community 

Pavilion – a 

pavilion with the 

addition of a multi-

purpose community room. At times progress has 

seemed slow and then a bit of a breakthrough spurs us 

on again!  

So what has been happening? 

• There is now a very professional Design Brief 

(available www.swaffhambulbeckpc.org.uk  or hard 

copy on request) which sets out requirements for 

architects or designers. The aim is: To provide a 

new village pavilion with upgraded sports and 

kitchen facilities and an additional multi- purpose 

community space. The pavilion should enhance its 

important location and provide opportunities for our 

community to take exercise, meet and socialise. 

• An expert Consultant Project Manager for 

community pavilions provided a steer on how to plan 

and complete such a project. 

• A business plan is being drawn up by a local 

businessman. 

• The Chief Executive of a charity, who is an 

experienced and successful fundraiser, is providing 

excellent advice on sources of grant funding and has 

Swaffham Bulbeck Pavilion 

mailto:swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/2y4hFga
http://www.swaffhambulbeckpc.org.uk
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agreed to lead on the completion of applications for 

grant funding. This is an extremely time-consuming 

task. 

• The Group decided that it needed to find out 

whether East Cambs Planning Officers would 

support an application to build a new pavilion with 

the inclusion of an additional multi-purpose room. A 

pre-application meeting has now taken place with a 

very supportive and encouraging outcome. 

Following advice from East Cambs Planning Officers, 

one of the next steps for the Pavilion Development 

Group is to identify designers/architects to provide 

different ideas for the appearance of the new building 

and how it might look in its picturesque setting on the 

Denny. Planning Officers would then assess which 

ideas were likely to be acceptable. Work on the 

business plan will continue to identify sources of 

potential funding, users and uses and work out running 

costs for the new Community Pavilion. 

Whilst the project remains a long term one, step-by step 
we are getting closer to realising this ambitious project. 

Please contact the Pavilion Development Group if you 
can offer support in specific areas. 

Key members of the Pavilion Development Group 
are: Margaret Chadwick, Tor Docherty, Elizabeth 
Froy, Rachel Holt, Guy Marsden, Liz Raby 

Parish Council members: 

          Peter Raby             phr21@cam.ac.uk  

          SueRomero  sromero@btinternet.com 

 

Carol Service 

Sunday 17
th

 December at 6.30pm at St. Mary’s Church Swaffham Bulbeck  

Please do come along and join the community choir and/or orchestra for this year’s Carol Ser-

vice. New members are very welcome! 

Singers (no audition needed) and orchestral instrument players of all ages (from about grade 1 

standard upwards). 

Community Choir Rehearsals 

Thursday 30
th
 November -  School  7.45 – 9.15pm 

Thursday 7
th
  December  - School   7.45 – 9.15pm 

Thursday 14
th
 December  - School   7.45 – 9.15pm  

Sunday    17
th
  December - Church     11.00am – 12.00pm  

If you have copies of Carols for Choirs (1, 2 and 3) please bring them along. 

Community Orchestra Rehearsals 

Friday    1
st
   December   - School  6.00 – 7.00pm 

Friday    8
th
  December    -  School  6.00 – 7.00pm 

Friday    15
th
 
 
December           - School               6.00 – 7.00pm 

Sunday   17
th
  December  - Church            10.00 – 11.30am 

Please bring a music stand 

Please contact Angela Roebuck if you are interested be a part of either the Choir or the Orches-

tra, or would like further details. 

email: aroebuck73@gmail.com 

        or phone: 01223 811722 

mailto:phr21@cam.ac.uk
mailto:sromero@btinternet.com
mailto:aroebuck73@gmail.com
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Our phone rang at breakfast-time on 12
th
 October – it 

was Ken King telling us that his dear wife Jeannie had 

passed away that morning.  She died after a brave, six 

months fight against pancreatic cancer at 71 years old. 

Jeannie and her twin brother Graham were born in 1946 

to Frances Wiltshire (known to all as “Girlie”) and her 

husband Bill who, that time, lived in Commercial End 

but they soon moved to one of the “Swedish Houses”  in 

Maryland Avenue and another brother, Colin, arrived. 

The children grew up in Swaffham Bulbeck, following 

the pattern of most youngsters in that generation, 

attending the village school and Bottisham Village 

College.  When Jeannie left school she began work in 

the cashiers office at Woolworths having had a 

Saturday job there as a schoolgirl.  Later she worked for 

Pye Telecomm. 

In 1966 she married Kenneth King from Swaffham Prior.  

They were living there when, in 1968 their first daughter 

Julie arrived.  Julie was born with a rather severe 

disability, Spina Bifida, which was a challenge for the 

young parents - but more of that shortly.   Jeanie and 

Ken had a second daughter, Caroline and  they moved 

to what was then a council house in Vicarage Close.  

(Some years later they bought their house, extended it, 

and made a beautifully maintained family home). 

Jeannie and Ken were devoted parents and worked 

hard together to bring up the girls, a task made very 

difficult in view of Julie’s needs.  Ken was a skilled 

motor fitter working in Cambridge (he also worked hard 

on his allotment) whilst Jeannie was the home-maker.  

However, in 1976 Rosemary and I bought the Swaffham 

Bulbeck village stores and Post Office.  After two fairly 

successful years we realised that some assistance in 

the shop was needed and had the good fortune to 

recruit two stalwart members of staff, Margaret Good 

and Jeannie King.  They worked for just a few hours 

each week to start with (which suited Jeannie’s caring 

role) but both remained with us for eighteen years until 

we retired. During her time with us we were able to 

extend Jeannie’s hours and she became, in effect, the 

senior assistant. After our  retirement in 1996 she 

continued there for the new owners but sadly, 

subsequent owners failed to realise  what a treasure 

Jeannie was and she left the job she loved completing 

her working life at Boots in Cambridge. 

Jeannie possessed  a strength of character – common 

sense, hard work,  and conscientiousness which 

although obvious throughout her life to all who knew 

her, was tested and seen at its best in the bringing-up of 

her daughters, especially the formidable problems 

thrown up by Julie’s disability.  There was little “official” 

support for families coping with severe disablement in 

those days but Jeannie and Ken coped with unerring 

common-sense and dedication.  There were numerous 

spells in hospital for Julie (with Girlie often looking after 

Jeanne Frances King 
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Caroline) and later they obtained a place for Julie at the 

Roger Ascham school for disabled children. 

These self-same characteristics served Rosemary and I 

so well during her time at the shop.  No one could have 

served us better.  Jeannie loved looking after our 

customers and did so much “beyond the call of duty” 

and I am convinced that to say the village loved her 

would not be an exaggeration. Her service to us 

personally extended to actually managing the shop for 

us twice a year to enable us to have holidays.  My 

fellow tradesmen in the district were aghast that I 

should entrust our business to a member of staff but we 

had not the slightest reservation about leaving it in her 

care.  But it was also fun!  Jeannie was one of those 

people whose ordinary everyday conversation was filled 

with ready laughter and the hilarity which drifted from 

the shop down to my serving position in the Post Office 

was a constant delight.  Rosemary loved working with 

Jeannie and somewhat immodestly I claim that, along 

with Margaret we were a great team. 

Jeannie had her own health problems.  She had 

difficulty with her vision due to a bad attack of childhood 

measles and glaucoma set in later in life.  She had both 

knee joints replaced and at one point underwent a 

serious back operation – all endured with characteristic 

stoicism. 

The full details of Jeannie’s contribution to village life 

would fill the rest of this Beacon!  She did much with the 

PTA, and along with Ken ran a Youth Club in the 

1980s.   They did Neighbourhood Watch and organised 

Fun-Runs and Discos to raise funds for disabled 

children’s charities.  

Another very significant part of Jennie’s life was her 

dedicated service to Swaffham Bulbeck Women’s 

Institute. Her mother was one of the longest serving 

members and it was natural that Jeannie should  

become involved,  joining in 1980.  By 1995 she was 

elected President, a role in which she served, with 

distinction, for 15 years. The W.I. always contributed 

greatly to village life, helping at village functions and 

there was lots of fund raising which included 

Cambridgeshire charities.  Jeannie also took on her 

mother’s traditional role in organising the annual 

Christmas shopping coach trip to Norwich which many 

of us enjoyed. 

Although W.I. membership dropped to very low 

numbers, Jeannie was always determined that she, as 

President, would not be the one to close it while her 

mother was still a member,  (having celebrated 50 

years in 2002).  Later she was determined that the 

institute should be able to celebrate their 60th 

anniversary, even though they were down to the last 

nine members. Jeannie and her committee organised a 

party for members, husbands and friends from 

surrounding institutes in February 2010. 

By this time Caroline had married Mark and Julie had 

married George the two couples providing Jeannie and 

Ken with four grandchildren and ultimately two great-

grandchildren.   As the family developed Jeannie and 

Ken continued with their boundless support and 

Jeannie became a true matriarch, providing wise 

counsel throughout her beloved family, including her 

twin brother Graham with whom she enjoyed a special 

relationship.  They will miss her dreadfully and we all 

must extend our deepest sympathy to them in their 

bereavement. 

To make a final summary of such a full and dedicated 

life is not easy – there is always the risk of lapsing into 

well-worn phrases.  In 2009 Sylvia Thomson wrote a 

memorable Beacon piece about Jeannie in her “Village 

Profile” series.  I can do no better than to quote her final 

paragraph, simply altering the tense.  

 “Jeannie King was Swaffham Bulbeck born and bred. 

While her life was focused on her family’s needs she 

has played many parts in making Swaffham Bulbeck a 

friendly, active community.  She said that she’s lived a 

boring life (!) and was concerned that the community 

spirit in the village is not as strong as it was in the last 

century.  If that is true, and if it matters, then Swaffham 

Bulbeck needs more people like Jeannie King”. 

Philip Upton 

(with grateful thanks to Gill Rushworth  

and Sylvia Thomson) 

 

 

As congestion in our cities including Cambridge 

continues, it is important to look at ways to speed up 

our travel.  South Cambridgeshire District Council plans 

to spend £50,000 on a study on providing better rural 

bus services particularly for villages where few buses 

run regularly.  They hope to give people an alternative 

to using cars.  There has been a Bus Services Act 2017 

which means areas with an elected mayor such as 

Cambridgeshire could consider franchising.  Routes 

can be put out to tender.  The withdrawal of Whippet 

services caused many people problems but other small 

companies have taken on some of these, as I reported 

last month.  I repeat my mantra of ‘use it or lose 

it’.   Intrigued by all the moaning about Eddington, the 

new West Cambridge village being built by Cambridge 

University, I caught the new Whippet U bus from Silver 

Street to Eddington. It leaves from the Rosie Hospital 

and goes via Addenbrooke’s Out Patients to the Station 

and via Brooklands Avenue to Silver St. and onwards to 

Eddington via the University Library and Grange 

Road.  Its final stop is at the Eddington large 

Sainsbury’s and is adjacent to Madingley Rd. Park and 

Ride.  It runs every 15 minutes.  Amongst the 

Cambridge Bid leaflets available in the Grand Arcade 

and elsewhere is one on transport in Cambridge and it  

lists several useful links www.stagecoach.com/about/

east; www.stagecoachsmart.com  or 

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/buses  This latter one 

Public Transport Matters  

http://www.stagecoachsmart.com/
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/buses
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mentions the Multibus ticket – this is not available on 

routes A,B,C,D,R, the X5 or the 11 between Newmarket 

and Bury St. Edmunds.  Traveline is also 

mentioned.  Stagecoach offer several special tickets 

which are displayed in and on their buses and also on 

their website.  These are useful if you are a regular 

traveller.  Trains also offer special fares especially if you 

book in advance – Greater Anglia offers a one way 

price of £7 to London from Cambridge booked on-line 

or via the app. greateranglia.co.uk.  They also offer 

GroupSave if there are 3-9 of you travelling off-peak 

and you don’t need to book in advance – just turn up 

ask for GroupSave and go.  This is in a booklet they 

produce called Discover East Anglia by Train, available 

at Newmarket Library along with other useful travel 

leaflets.  There are Senior Railcards and if you use a 

hearing aid you can qualify for a Disabled Persons 

Railcard with anyone travelling with you being 

nominated as your carer and also qualifying for 

generous terms.  You need to produce your hearing aid 

battery book. 

Eurostar is also offering great railway trips in Europe – 

avoid the airport crowds they say – and, I add, also the 

recent  Monarch/Ryanair problems!  Amsterdam, 

Namur, Bordeaux, Bruges, Maastricht, Strasbourg, 

Poitiers, Paris are listed.  Nenta traintours suggests 

joining them for the day on a pre-Christmas Day Trip by 

Special InterCity train to York for the St. Nicholas Fayre, 

Castle Howard, Durham for their Christmas Festival or 

Xmas at Beamish or Newcastle.  Book by post or 

telephone 01692 406152. 

There is much promised by Greater Anglia on improving 

the service they offer.  They are investing £1.4 billion on 

169 new trains in addition to the 111 trains to be built by 

Bombardier and a further 58 trains to be built by the 

Swiss company Stadler.  They hope to increase the 

morning peak capacity by 55 per cent when these trains 

are introduced.  There has been an online consultation 

as to what travellers want to see in these new 

trains.  Mike Kean, their deputy managing director, says 

they have put a lot of effort into the design – good air 

conditioning, plugs, USB ports, thick and comfy seats, 

no tables but seat back tables to help with peoples’ use 

of tablets.  They have built a mock-up which they say is 

better than just looking at the design on paper.  They 

have been able to increase the number of seats.    A 

service by Govia Thameslink(GTR) is to be introduced 

on the Cambridge to King’s Cross Line from May 2018 

as part of a £7 billion improvement scheme.  The new 

Class 700 trains are being built in Germany and are 

part of the Government sponsored Thameslink 

Programme which will see Cambridge directly linked to 

central London, Gatwick Airport and beyond, travelling 

as far south as Brighton.  The trains are already in use 

in London but will soon be extended north and serve 

Cambridgeshire commuters.  They will have 8 or 12 

carriages – a full 12 coach train can hold up to 1,700 

passengers.  It is apparently like a bendy bus and you 

can see all the way down – they say it feels more like a 

London tube train.  It is important to keep trains running 

and Network Rail is investing in equipment to solve the 

perennial problem of ‘leaves on the line’.  They have 

successfully piloted cutting-edge anti-slip wheel 

technology.  Wheel Slide Protection (WSP) will now be 

rolled out to Greater Anglia’s new fleet of 256 Class 

trains which run from Cambridge to Liverpool 

Street.  Trains have been fitted with a monitoring 

system that reports when and where a train 

experiences slipping.  Six rail-head treatment trains run 

during the autumn season to clean the rails and add a 

layer of sand-like substance to improve grip.  However, 

Network Rail has been stripped of its monopoly to 

upgrade the railway and some major projects have 

been opened to competition says the Dept. for 

Transport. 

India is starting work on building a bullet train capable 

of speeds of up to 220 miles per hour.  The project 

includes a 4-mile tunnel under the Indian Ocean near 

Mumbai and will link Mumbai with Ahmedabad cutting 

the journey time from 8 hours to three.  It is being 

financed largely by a loan from Tokyo.  Rail info: 08457 

484 950  Traveline: 08712 002 233    Happy travelling!     

Paddy James 

 

 

• We had 35 young readers who completed the 

summer reading challenge this year and certificates 

were given out on 16
th
 September. Congratulations 

to all the medallists. 

• We have ordered the Booker Prize list set of books 

and will also have some new books relating to 

Halloween shortly. Richard and Judy books are on 

the shelves. 

• We recently put out flyers to the new residents of 

Lysander Close and have been pleased to welcome 

some new borrowers.  

• Don’t forget our Christmas Card sale on Saturday 

11
th
 November. We shall also be having a book sale 

on that day. Please support us in this venture. 

• We have set a date for our next quiz – it will be on 

Saturday 3
rd

 February. Make sure you put it in next 

years’ diary. 

• FINALLY WE ARE LOOKING FOR A FEW MORE 
VOLUNTEERS. 

It has been difficult over the school holidays because of 

our own holidays and illnesses to maintain the rota. We 

have also lost Tom Sullivan who has been with us for 

several years and who has returned to University. 

Thank you to him. SO PLEASE HELP IF YOU CAN. 

Sylvia Overton 

Bottisham Community Library  
Association 

http://greateranglia.co.uk/
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This year's Apple Day on the Denny was a great 

success.  Despite many apple trees bearing a much 

smaller crop than last year, people still arrived with a 

good amount to press into juice. 

The village scratter, made over the last three years with 

the help of Loder Bevington, John and Den Clark, Andy 

Thompson and Mark Rogers, was extremely efficient 

and didn't break down (which is a first).  

The children helped turn the apple press and we made 

a total of 70 litres of 

pure, delicious, organic 

apple juice.  It was sold 

as fast as we could 

make it, and had there 

been more apples 

even more would have 

been sold.  As it was 

the school made just 

over £200 towards our 

new books fund. 

PSA mums and 

villagers contributed to 

the event with 

donations of soups, 

freshly baked bread 

and flapjacks, also 

chocolate brownies, 

Smaller children decorated gingerbread men.  

Andy Thompson was the only entrant for the 'Propel an 

apple across the Denny' competition.  Alas, his mortar 

inspired apple projector failed, catching fire instead!   

It was a happy community event and the PSA thank all 

those who came to enjoy the day and support the 

school. 

Lucinda Collison 

(Swaffham Bulbeck C of E Primary School PSA) 
( See more photographs on back cover) 

 
 

 

It is a sad fact of life that even in rural areas, roadside 

verges can be the only wildlife refuges.  Often 

sandwiched between roads and intensively farmed 

fields, or the built environment, verges can be the only 

piece of greenery for miles.  As well as providing places 

for animals to live, eat and breed, they also, by virtue of 

their linear nature, link one area to another, thus 

enabling animals to move around. By doing this they 

prevent isolation of populations.   

As well as performing this function for animals, they 

provide the same mechanisms for plants. Many plants 

which were once common in open countryside are now 

mainly confined to field edges and roadside verges.  In 

some cases the spread of plants can be plotted along 

roads as a species enters the UK at a port such as 

Felixstowe, and is then driven as seeds, along our roads 

on lorry tyres etc, to be deposited a few tens or even 

hundreds of miles away.  Often due to the different soils 

or climate in the new location they do not persist, but the 

phenomenon of coastal plants surviving inland due to 

salting of roads (which mimics the salty coastal 

conditions), has been well documented.    

Plantlife have undertaken research which has shown 

that some of our rarest flowers now find their last refuge 

on road verges; one of which is local to us. The Fen 

Ragwort was thought to be extinct but was refound by a 

botanist driving along local roads. Further survey and 

research has failed to find further sites and it remains 

the only native site for this species (it has been sown at 

a few locations to protect it from genuine extinction). 

The plants grow in a roadside drainage ditch, surviving 

in a very small remnant of its former wetland habitat.  

Other similarly rare plants are also confined to roadside 

verges.  But some formerly more common and 

widespread meadow and woodland plants have 

declined in distribution due to loss of those habitats and 

are now most commonly found on roadsides. 

To protect these plants and habitats some verges have 

been identified as particularly important and are marked 

for special management. One of these lies in our own 

parish, along the north-eastern side of Swaffham Heath 

Road. In a survey in 2000, this verge was identified as 

having a few areas of calcareous (chalk) grassland and 

overall the verge supported 11 calcareous grassland 

indicator species. Of these, Agrimony (Agrimonia 

eupatoria) and Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), 

and the strong indicators Greater Knapweed (Centaurea 

scabiosa) and Scabious (Knautia arvensis) were 

frequent along the verge. The remainder of the 

indicators were mainly rare (that is not common on the 

verge) and these were Lady’s Bedstraw (Galium 

verum), Perforate St John’s Wort (Hypericum 

perforatum), Bird’s-Foot-Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), 

Burnet-Saxifrage Pimpinella saxifraga, Hoary Plantain 

(Plantago media) and Bladder Campion (Silene 

vulgaris), and Knapweed Broomrape (Orobanche 

elatior). Sadly, I believe that since the last survey in 

2000, the verge has become more rank and I suspect 

that many of the species have been lost or only occur in 

very small patches. I haven’t seen the verge speciality, 

Grape-hyacinth Muscari neglectum for many years and 

it is probably lost from that location. 

It has always concerned me that so many plant records 

are submitted by botanists noticing interesting things on 

road verges, as it cannot be safe to look out of a side 

window when driving. But the next time you are a 

passenger, or stuck in stationary traffic, look around 

you, you never know what you might see.   

Jacqui Green 

Swaffham Bulbeck Apple Day 2017 

Nature Notes 
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Success: The use of the 24 hour ambulatory blood 

pressure monitors, funding for which the patient group 

contributed, has cleared the waiting list. This success 

surprised the Clinical Commissioning Group!  Our next 

target is to be decided when the Practice has chosen 

what they would find most useful. The tombola held at 

the first Saturday morning flu clinic made £38. 

Question: Have you had your 10 minute brisk walk 

today – this is good for health. 

Newsletter: The Practice newsletter will be available at 

the surgery at the end of October. 

Self Help Groups:  We would like to find out patients’ 

interest in setting up groups of patients, who have 

similar conditions, eg diabetes, for mutual support.  

Please leave your name at reception if you are 

interested.  

Minor Illnesses: Nurse Welch is qualified to deal with 

these, which relieves pressure on the appointments with 

the GP. 

Flu vaccinations:  These will still be available after 

October, do take up the offer if you have not already 

done so.  ‘Flu is a very nasty illness, much worse than a 

common cold. 

Bottisham Patients’ Group: The Patients’ Group 

would be delighted to hear from you – please see the 

notice board in the waiting room for details, speak to the 

receptionist or look at the practice’s website for further 

information  http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/

ppg.aspx?p=D81055 and see what your Patients’ 

Group has achieved.  We would welcome help with 

running the group. 

Walks for Health:  The next walks with our accredited 

walk leader Steve Gilson start at 11.00 am from the 

surgery car park on 3 and 15 November and 8 and 20 

December 2017.  Do join Steve for a walk he would be 

delighted to see you.  Anglesey Abbey walks continue 

on Thursdays at 10am from the reception area. 

Next Meeting: Next meeting will be Thursday 23 

November 2017 at 6.30pm at the surgery.  

Bottisham Patients’ Group  

 

 

Let them stand! 

November can bring with it the feeling that the growing 

year is over. If you can prise yourself away from the 

warmth of your sofa and venture out into the garden, it 

is tempting to cut all herbaceous plants back to the 

ground and wait for the spring. Yet are we being too 

hasty here and robbing ourselves of unexpected winter 

delights?  

Even after the flowering performance of many 

herbaceous plants has finished, the dead flower heads 

provide vital food in the form of seeds or sheltering 

insects for overwintering birds. Letting dead heads 

stand over winter can also help protect plants from cold 

snaps.  Leaving the dead heads on lavender plants for 

example, can act as thermal lagging to protect next 

spring’s frost sensitive buds.  An early cut down of 

herbaceous borders will also rob you of the fleeting 

visual delights of a hoar frost picking out in silver the 

winter structure of ornamental grasses and seed heads.  

Cutting back is always a compromise.  Visit the Scented 

and Mediterranean Gardens at Cambridge University 

Botanic Garden and you will see the silver leaved 

hummocks of many Mediterranean plants are not cut 

back, giving excellent structure throughout the winter. 

However, sometimes a wet autumn can turn 

herbaceous plants into a soggy mess. Some plants 

need a good tidy around them to remove the year’s 

pests and diseases: cutting out all the leaf spot in 

infected hellebore leaves helps prevent next year’s 

leaves being re-infected and raking up the leaf litter 

around roses prevents black spot and exposes pesky 

sawfly larvae in the soil for robins to eat.  

Perhaps the answer is a selective cut down? Tidy up 

the soggy mess and keep good hygiene around disease 

susceptible plants but let those Phlomis seedheads and 

ice plants (Sedum) stand for height and visual structure 

and enjoy this year’s tall grasses, which look graceful 

even in death as they catch the low winter light. 

Paul Aston,  

 Alpine and Woodland Supervisor at Cambridge 

University Botanic Garden,  

Photo by Howard Rice 

News from Bottisham Medical 

Practice Patients’ Group 

Cambridge University Botanic Garden is open at 

10am, 7 days a week.  For details about opening 

times, admission charges, tours, courses and the 

latest information about upcoming events visit 

www.botanic.cam.ac.uk or telephone 01223 

336265.  

Cambridge University Botanic  

Garden 

http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
http://www.botanic.cam.ac.uk/
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4 

FIREWORKS and bonfire night can be plenty of fun for all of the family to enjoy 
and going to an organised firework display instead of holding one at home can be a 
great way of supporting your local community. If you plan on using fireworks or 
lighting a bonfire at your own home however, please ensure you consider our 
safety advice below: 

  

Fireworks: 

• Only buy fireworks marked BS 7114 

• Light fireworks at arm’s length using a taper, stand well back and never go back to a lit 
firework 

• Never throw fireworks or put them in your pockets or clothing 

• Light sparklers one at a time wearing gloves, and place used sparklers in a bucket of water 

• Never give sparklers to children under five 

• It is illegal to sell fireworks to someone under the age of 18 or to light fireworks in a public 
place 

• For more information on Firework Safety, visit: www.hse.gov.uk 

• Always consider animals and wildlife nearby when holding a firework display 

• Always consider the location of a bonfire or firework display, smoke drifting near or on to 
surrounding roads can have devastating consequences. 

 

 

 Bonfires: 

• Do not light bonfires in unsuitable weather conditions, particularly when windy 

• Do not leave bonfires unattended 

• Keep a bucket of water or a hosepipe handy just in case 

• Build bonfires well clear of buildings, garden sheds, fences and hedges 

• Never use flammable liquids to start the fire 

• Never burn dangerous rubbish such as aerosols, paint, foam furniture, rubber tyres, 
batteries, etc 

• Before you light the bonfire, check that children and animals are not hiding inside and are a 
safe distance away. 

 

 

 

For more information on firework and bonfire safety log on to  

 

www.cambsfire.gov.uk, follow us on social media or call 01480 444500.  
 

 

 

November Bulletin from  

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMDA0Ljc5MDIzMzIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTAwNC43OTAyMzMyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjEyNjMzJmVtYWlsaWQ9ZWRpdG9yQGJ1bGJlY2tiZWFjb24ub3JnJnVzZXJpZD1lZGl0b3JAYnVs
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Bottisham and District  

Gardening Club  

 

 

 

Our September speaker was Zsuzsanna Serer, talking 

about Tropical Plants. Zsuzsanna is a Hungarian with a 

lifelong interest in gardening/horticulture. She came here 

to study and for fun grew a variety of plants which 

eventually outgrew her home so she sold the spare 

plants to get rid of them. She found a huge market for 

tropical plants and set up an online business three years 

ago. 

So what are tropical plants? They include potatoes, 

tomatoes, chillies, cucumbers, spices, as well as those 

more well-known to us – Birds of Paradise, orchids etc. 

The tea plant (camellia) is a tropical plant and she 

advised drinking loose tea for better quality rather than 

the dust – her words - in tea bags. Aloe Vera, which 

many of us have, is a medicinal tropical plant. To use 

externally, split longwise and apply the juice to cuts and 

burns. It is always cool inside and it creates a layer on 

the skin to allow it to heal. I have a lot of aloes in the 

greenhouse and I will be bringing them to the November  

meeting to share with members.  

Orchids became very popular in the 1980s. They take 

five years to grow to full size and don’t like to be too 

humid. She feeds her plants with normal tomato feed. 

To water orchids (and I will now be doing this), dunk the 

pot in rainwater, count to 10, drain and leave for seven 

days before watering again. This  was  a  fascinating  

talk with  many tips for us to follow. 

We will have had our Annual General Meeting by the 

time you read this. It has been a successful year for us, 

our membership numbers are good and we have had an 

interesting programme of speakers and outings. But we 

have a problem. I am happy to continue running the 

Plant Stall and the Annual Village Show and will remain 

a committee member, but to reduce my workload I will 

be standing down from the post of Secretary. So far we 

have had no success in finding a replacement. The club 

cannot continue without a Chairman, Treasurer and 

Secretary and the fear is that without a full complement 

of officers to run the club it will fold (as has happened to 

another club in the district). What we are asking is not 

too onerous - someone to do the agendas and minutes 

for our quarterly meetings, that’s all. If you feel you can 

help, please let us know. If you would like to discuss this 

further, please have a word with any committee member  

or contact me on the number below.  

DIARY DATES 

• 28 November:  Your and My Need for Plants, 

Robert Brett, Curator of Hyde Hall, RHS Gardens 

• 19 December: Christmas Social. Talk on 

Iceland, Sweden and Norway by Sylvia and John 

Overton, followed by mulled wine and mince pies. 

Tricia McLaughlin, Secretary Tel: 01223 11072 

Email home@mclaughlin34.plus.com  

St Mary’s Church Services and Rota for November 2017 

Date Time Service Officiant Sidesman Readers Intercessor Chalice Flowers Coffee 

 

 

Sunday 
5th 

 

08.00am 
Holy  

Communion  

 Rev’d Sue 

Giles  
R. Butler        L. Collison   

09.30am 
All Age  

Service Liz Butler  D. Hanke  D. Hanke     M Roberts   

Sunday 

12th   

9.00am Communion  
Rev’d Sue 

Giles  
P. Irwin  P. Irwin  A Butler  A Friday MJ House  

10.50 am 
Remembrance 

Service  

Rev’d Roy 

Knifton  
C. Welton       

Sunday 

 19th  09.30am 
Village  

Communion 

Rev’d Sue 

Giles  
G. Datson  G. Datson  E. Butler  C Welton  A Roebuck  A Datson  

 

Sunday 

26th  

08.00am Holy Communion (CWT) at St Mary’s, Swaffham Prior. Officiant: Rev’d Sue Giles  

10.00am All Age Service at St. James’ Lode. Officiant: Rev’d Sue Giles  

mailto:home@mclaughlin34.plus.com
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Christmas Dinner 

RENEW Church is blessed to be placed where it is, and 

have people from Bottisham, Lode, the Swaffhams, Quy, 

Burwell, the Wilbrahams and Reach make up our church 

family. As minister, I feel blessed every day to be part of 

the community where I live and where I worship. I was 

considering recently how as a church family we could be 

a blessing to our communities, and so I have an idea to 

‘put out there’ to see if it reflects a need. 

We would like to offer Christmas Dinner, on Christmas 

Day, in Bottisham Community Primary School hall, to 

anyone from our villages who will be alone, and would 

appreciate a meal and company. I hope to also be able 

to arrange transport where needed. There will be no 

cost to our guests, it would be our honour and privilege 

to share Christmas dinner with you. 

I know how difficult it is to accept an invitation 

sometimes, and to admit to maybe being lonely, but I 

urge you, if you would appreciate this provision, please 

contact me on 01223 812558 / 07896 000796 / or 

alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk; we would love to set a 

place for you at the table. Research suggests there are 

millions of people in the UK who will be alone and 

feeling lonely over the Christmas season, RENEW 

church would like to make a small dent in that statistic 

by at least giving the opportunity for people in our 

villages to enjoy hospitality on Christmas Day.  

By the way, just in case you’re wondering, there’s no 

hidden agenda here, we will not bash you with any 

Bibles, sign you up for any courses, bombard you with 

many questions. We are doing this because we are 

blessed, we have experienced the goodness of God in 

our lives, and in following Jesus, He tells us to love and 

care for others. We do care. That’s our motivation, but if 

you join us on the day, all you will experience is a lovely 

Christmas dinner with new friends, and maybe some folk 

you know as well. 

For planning purposes we need to have an idea of 

numbers by Friday 17th November. Before I go, here’s 

my new favourite Christmas Cracker joke: 

What’s the best gift you could possibly buy someone for 

Christmas?  A broken drum … you just can’t beat it! 

                     May you know God’s blessings today, 

    Revd. Alan Brand 

RENEW Church Services in November 2017. 

We have activities for children and young people at all 

our morning services. 

A crèche is available if required.  All are welcome. 

Croissants and drinks are available before Morning 

Worship from 10.10 am. 

Sunday 5
th
 November. Morning Worship. 10.30am   

(Bottisham Primary School)    

Sunday 12
th
 November. Morning Worship. 10.30am   

(Bottisham Primary School)   

Followed by shared lunch  

Sunday 12
th
 November.   Evening Worship.  6.20pm  

(at Lode Chapel) 

Sunday 19th. November.  Morning Worship. 10.30am   

(Bottisham Primary School)    

Sunday 26
th
 November. Morning Worship. 10.30am  

(Bottisham Primary School)    

Sunday 26
th
 November.  Evening Worship. 6.20pm   

(at Lode Chapel) 

For more information about any of the activities of 

RENEW Church please contact: 

Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558 

 Email: alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk  

Or visit our website at  www.renewchurch.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

Roman Catholic Services 

Sunday 9.00am at Kirtling and 10.30am at  Newmarket 

mailto:alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk
mailto:alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk
http://www.renewchurch.org.uk
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There’s still time to get your garden under control for free 

Ex-service personnel living in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough can call the Green Aiders to 

clear their garden this autumn. 

The Green Aiders is a free, one-off garden clearance service run by community charity 

Groundwork Cambridgeshire & Peterborough, and there is still funding for more veterans and 

their families to benefit from the scheme. 

It is funded by The Royal British Legion through its External Grants programme and is available 

to vulnerable or disabled ex-Service personnel or their spouses, partners, widows/widowers,  

children or dependants aged 65 plus. 

Through a one-off visit, dedicated volunteers led by Groundwork staff make gardens more 

manageable, safer and more pleasant to spend time in. At the same time, clearing overgrown 

gardens makes it harder for criminals or fraudsters to identify occupants as potential targets. 

Gary’s father James recently benefited from a Green Aiders visit. Gary says: “Dad is happier now 

– the fact that someone did something for him makes a difference. Green Aiders is the only 

gardening support that he’s had and they’ve done really well for him. It’s made me feel better, 

too, as I don’t need to worry – I know it’s under control now.” 

Head of Social Policy & Grant Giving at the Legion, Steven Baynes, said: “We’re pleased to have 

awarded over £43,000 to Groundwork. The grant demonstrates the Legion’s continued 

commitment to working with other organisations to provide the best support possible to our 

beneficiaries. It will also enable Groundwork to use its expertise to make a real difference to 

those veterans struggling with the upkeep of their gardens.” 

If you or someone you know could benefit from a Green Aiders visit, contact Groundwork 

Cambridgeshire & Peterborough on 01480 587141. 

  

A residents garden ' before and after a Green Aiders visit:   
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Cambridgeshire Constabulary 

New campaign seeks volunteers  

 

 

 

 

A new campaign is being launched today (Friday 6 October) by the police to encourage more 

people to donate their time and expertise as unpaid volunteers to support local policing across 

England and Wales.  

Titled ‘Step Up’, the campaign aims to raise awareness of the hundreds of volunteering roles 

available across England and Wales and profile the work of existing volunteers and the valuable 

contributions they’re making to policing.  

It features an emotive 90 second video address from existing volunteers urging the public to show 

their support for the police by stepping up as a volunteer. Other videos feature volunteers talking 

about why they volunteer and what they love about their roles. A new ‘Citizens in Policing’ website 

has also been created to highlight the many different roles available and make it easier than ever 

for people to apply.  

Volunteers are playing an increasingly important role alongside their uniformed colleagues within 

local policing. There are currently more than 38,000 people working in over 200 different 

volunteering roles across the 43 Forces. In 2016, it is estimated volunteers across England and 

Wales donated over five million hours, with constabularies in Staffordshire, Devon and Cornwall 

logging the most volunteer hours 

Dave Jones, the Chief Constable of North Yorkshire Police, who has the National Police Chief’s 

Council portfolio for the Citizens in Policing programme said: “Policing our communities is 

something that takes the efforts of everyone – not just police officers. So, we’re hugely grateful to 

the thousands of people who donate their time and expertise to support local policing and help to 

better safeguard communities.  

“However, it appears that there’s an awful lot of people who are simply unaware of the scale of 

opportunities that exist. Our ‘Step-Up’ campaign is about raising awareness of the exciting and 

numerous opportunities available, which range from cyber-related and hostage negotiation roles 

through to animal welfare and victim support posts. Our message is simple: With over 200 

different roles, there’s something for everyone, regardless of your age, gender or skills set.”  

Rod Winter, who volunteers as a Special Constable for North Yorkshire Police, features in the 

campaign and said: “I love being a volunteer. Although I have my day-to-day job, my role as a 

volunteer with the police gives me an opportunity to make a difference, help to save lives and 

keep our community safe. My message to anyone considering becoming a volunteer would be to 

just do it, you will not regret it.”  

All volunteers who sign up are given extensive training in order to prepare them for the role they 

are fulfilling.  For roles such as Special Constable, volunteers are given training over five months, 

working closely with colleagues in their local force before they start carrying out the role. 

Anybody able to offer their services should contact  

Cambridgeshire Constabulary’s website and search for recruitment.     

www.cambs.police.uk/  
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If you have any offers or wants, please contact me by the 14
th
 of each month by phone  (01223 813362), e-mail 

(jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk) or drop a note through the letter box (23 Longmeadow).  Please let me know if you 

would like anything repeating in subsequent issues. Everything is free and nothing is expected in return.  Please can 

you contact the offers after the 1
st
 of the month to make it a little fairer. 

Freecycle 

Offered Wanted  Contact 

2 circular sun shades with stands light 

beige/white.  
 

Catherine, 01638 742545 

 or 07880730265  

Casio desktop calculator (runs on 4 AA 

1.5v batteries), 2 rolls included.  
 

Marian 01223 812010 (please 

leave a message) 

A small number of imperial size DIY 

tools eg spanners, Allen keys.  
 Jacqui 01223 811190  

2 Large (A2) Art Folders with Crayons, 

Colour Pencils, Water Colours, Felt 
 Nicole 01223 812363 

6 Photo/Picture Frames 20 x 30 cm, 

silver-edged.  
 Nicole 01223 812363 

1 Photo/Picture Frame 30 x 40 cm,   

silver-edged.  
 Nicole 01223 812363 

Folder with approx 40 Plastic A4 Wallets 

for 28mm photograph negatives.  
 Nicole 01223 812363 

Charger and computer connector cable 

for Panasonic Lumix Camera, TZ6.    
 

Marjorie and Malcolm, 01353 

659840 

Breadmaker – Morphy Richards; good 

condition and in full working order. Easy 
 Anne  01223 812395  

2x50 Staples foolscap suspension files 

(brand new).    
 Diana 01223 811946  

Pine bookcase with four shelves (three 

are movable). Height 170cm: Width 

80cm: Depth 33cm. Very good          

condition.  

 Chris and Judith 01223 812085  

Bike carrier - will fit most cars; will carry 

2 or 3 bikes. A few years old but       

perfectly usable. Very good condition.   

 Tim 01223 813815  

 Old (100 %) Double Futon  Nicole 01223 812363 

 

Wire hanging baskets. Fibre (not 

plastic!) wall plugs (rawlplugs),  

sizes no. 8 or no. 10.   

Bob or Nicky, 01223 813592 

 

Your old light fittings, brown       

Bakelite switches, iron conduit and 

switches, bulb holders and holders. 

Sheets and bits of bakelite.      

Postcard rack (carousel if possible).  

George 07895 064727.  

mailto:jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk


 

20                                                                                                                                    Bulbeck Beacon November  2017                                               

 

 
 

 

 
Bus Timetables from 3rd September 2017 

Cambridge to Swaffham Bulbeck to Newmarket (Bus Service No:10) 

Cambridge 
Drummer 
Street Bus 

Station  
(Bay 9) 

 

06.50 

 

07.50 

 

08.50 

 

09.50 

 

10.50 

 

11.50 

 

12.50 

 

13.50 

 

14.50 

 

15.50 

 

16.50 

 

17.50 

 

18.50 

Swaffham 
Bulbeck 

Black Horse 

 

07.24 

 

08.24 

 

09.27 

 

10.24 

 

11.27 

 

12.24 

 

13.27 

 

14.24 

 

15.27 

 

16.24 

 

17.27 

 

18.24 

 

19.24 

Newmarket 
Guineas Bus 

Station 
08.13 09.13 10.13 11.13 12.13 13.13 14.13 15.13 16.13 17.13 18.10 

 

 

 

Newmarket to Swaffham Bulbeck to Cambridge (Bus Service No:10) 
Newmarket 

Guineas  

Bus Station 

 

 

 

06.56 

 

08.14 

 

09.14 

 

10.14 

 

11.14 

 

12.14 

 

13.14 

 

14.14 

 

15.14 

 

16.14 

 

17.14 

Swaffham 

Bulbeck 

Black Horse 

 

07.13 

 

07.45 

 

09.06 

 

10.03 

 

11.06 

 

12.03 

 

13.06 

 

14.03 

 

15.06 

 

16.06 

 

17.06 

 

06.43 

 

18.06 

Cambridge 

Drummer 

Street  

Bus Station 

 

07.55 

 

08.30 

 

09.43 

 

10.43 

 

11.43 

 

12.43 

 

13.43 

 

14.43 

 

15.43 

 

16.43 

 

17.43 

 

07.20 

 

18.43 

There is no service on Sundays or Bank Holidays 

 

Advent By Candlelight 

4.00 pm Sunday 3rd December 

in the Two Churches of Swaffham Prior 

with Ian de Massini and Cambridge Voices 

 

This annual event is part of a year-long series of celebratory concerts marking the 30
th
 anniversary of the choir; it 

follows the recent sell-out event in Ely Cathedral Lady Chapel. 

This will be the 25
th
 time that Cambridge Voices organise and provide the music for this very special event in aid of 

Emmaus.  The theme will be The Lineage of Christ with music and words telling the ancestral journey from The 

First Adam, via Abraham, via David, via St Anne, via Mary, and finally, the Second Adam (Jesus Christ). 

Members of the parish will provide the readings and Ian and his choir will perform an exciting and varied 

programme of music including Ian’s choral arrangement of one of the most beautiful pieces of English orchestral 

music, Vaughan Williams’ Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas Tallis, alongside Mexican Baroque music for two choirs, 

a new Gospel Song, music by a hugely popular contemporary Estonian composer, and also Ian’s choral 

arrangement of Bach’s well-known “St Anne” Fugue. 

Beginning in St Mary’s, it moves to St Cyriac’s with its celebrated acoustic brilliance for the second half.  We then all 

then return to the warmth of St Mary’s for free mulled wine and mince pies. 

£10 Admission (children free)       Tickets on the Door    

(St Cyriac’s Church is being used courtesy of the Churches Conservation Trust) 
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WANTED  
POLITE, LOCAL BUSINESS EST. 

25 YEARS 

IS LOOKING TO BUY THE  

FOLLOWING: 

  Polite & confidential service.  

Good prices paid. Please call:  

Steve Durrant 01638 507037  

or 07740 591194 

 Furniture 

 Quality Jewellery  and Costume Jewellery 

 Collectable  

 China, glass, ceramics 

 Old Toys 

 Silver, silver plate, old copper and brass 

 Militaria  - uniforms, medals and weapons 

 Old tools 

 Old garden ornaments 

 Anything considered 

Green Wood Tree  Surgery 

 

 

 

www.greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk  

info@greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk  

30 Prickwillow Road, Isleham,  
Ely, Cambridgeshire, CB7 5RQ 

 

 

 

 

New uPVC windows and doors  

supplied and fitted 

All uPVC window and door repairs 

(locks, handles, hinges, mechanisms) 

All glass and glazing repairs 

uPVC cladding and guttering supplied 

and fitted 

Local company with over 20 years of  

experience, FENSA registered 

01223 813140 

07855 434141 

office@dhwindowdoors.com 

http://www.greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk/
mailto:info@greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk
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PREMIER INVESTMENT  

MANAGEMENT SERVICES LTD 

 

INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT ADVISERS 
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

  Specialist in ISAs, PEP/ISA transfers,  

Unit Trusts and Investment Portfolios 

 To arrange a free consultation ring 01223 882422 or email 

pims@globalnet.co.uk or via www.pims-uk.com 

Hilary’s Cottage 
16 Cage Hill Swaffham Prior 

Self Catering Holiday Cottage 

Available for your guests 

 

Tel: 01638 741926 (Hilary) 
 

Or for information 

www.hilary’scottage.co.uk 

 

 

Commercial and Domestic 

 Interior and Exterior Work  
 

82 Longmeadow, Lode, Cambridge, CB25 9HA  

Tel: 01223 812920  

duncanfreeman@hotmail.co.uk  

Paul Braybrooke 
 

OIL FIRED BOILER ENGINEER 
Boiler servicing 

Boiler breakdowns 

Oil Tank replacement 
 

Tel: 01353 777788 

Mob: 07946 735691 
Oftec registered 

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP 

ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT 

N.C.S. 

 

90%  CHIMNEYS DON’T NEED SCAFFOLDING 

*10% DISCOUNT 
FOR  ALL WORK!! 

BIRDS NESTS REMOVED 

OIL & GAS BOILERS  

SOLID FUEL 

STOVE FITTED 

SMOKE PRESSURE TEST 

INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS 

FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED 

BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED 

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL ME ON 

07824727277. (01638)662760 OR E-MAIL: 

NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK 

*Send text or e-mail, and recieve 10% discount. Answers 

within an hour.Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks 

Public liability insurance  

Competitive Prices  

mailto:pims@globalnet.co.uk
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ROTHWELL’S  

CARPET CLEANING 

High pressure hot water extraction 

Established since 1993, and local 

We lift and move all furniture 

Only pay if and when satisfied—no quibble 

 

 

For a firm, fully inclusive price, phone 

Max Campbell  

01223 832 928     07711  675 613 

 BOTTISHAM 

SCHOOL  

OF  

MOTORING 
All qualified instructors with extremely high  

first-time pass rate 

01223 811556 

Andy Pumfrey 

Painter and Decorator 

 

A courteous, polite and considerate service at all times 

 

Please call to discuss your requirements 

Tel: 01638 741376  Mob: 07880 625159 
 

10 High Street, Swaffham Prior CB25 0LD 

 

HARRISON HEATING 
Plumbing and Heating 

Free estimates given 

Gas boiler and Gas fire servicing 

Gas Safe Registered 
 

7 Ness Road, Burwell, Cambs CB25 0AA 

Tel: 01638 742873 and Mobile: 07932 773515 

E-mail:nigel.harrison@ntlworld.com 

FENWAY TELEVISION 

345 Exeter Road, Newmarket CB8 8HT 

01638 663134 

E-mail: service.fenway@btinternet.com 

Sales, rental, service 

TV, VIDEO, HIFI AND DOMESTIC  

APPLIANCES 

TV/FM aerial installations 

JEFFREY D. WICK 

PAINTER/DECORATOR 

Interior/Exterior 
30 years experience 

Free estimates/OAP Discount 

Reliable and professional service 

Phone : 01223 813762 

Mobile: 07788 165676 
11 Heath Road, Swaffham Bulbeck,  

Cambridge CB25 OLS 

Chris Downing 
Interior and Exterior Painting 

 

Honest, reliable and very reasonably  

priced service 
 

Please contact me for a prompt, free estimate 

Call 01638 743036 or 07949 735047 

Email: downingcaj@gmail.com 

If you use us you’ll recommend us 
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JANE NEWBURY A.I.S.T.D.(C.B) 
                   Ex Royal Ballet 

   SCHOOL of DANCING 
            Dance classes in Swaffham Bulbeck  

School Hall 

 
Mondays      Wednesdays 
 
Nursery Movement 3.00-3.30pm    Dance Club for Teenagers   
Junior Ballet  3.45-4.15pm    6.00-7.30pm 
Junior Tap  4.15-4.45pm   
Intermediate Ballet 4.45-5.15pm    email :  
Senior Tap  5.15-5.45pm    jane@newburydance.co.uk 
Senior Ballet  5.45-6.30pm      
Ladies Ballet  6.30-7.30pm     Tel. No.  01223 812154 
 

Visit the website :-    www.newburydance.co.uk 

ACB Electrical Services 
  Electrical contractors 

 

 

NICEIC Domestic Installer Approved   

Electrician 

Andrew Byford 

Swaffham Bulbeck 

25 years experience 

Part P Building Regulations compliant 

Free quotations and advice 

     Tel: 0777 333 7440 

 E Mail: acbelectricalservices@googlemail.com 

SN  Handyman Services 
A friendly and reliable service for all your general home 

and garden maintenance. 

*Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior  

*Garden Maintenance *Tiling & Glass Splashbacks  

*Gutters Cleared & Repaired *Power Washing Patios   

*Sealant  Replacement (bathroom/kitchen)  

*Curtain Poles and Blinds *Flat Pack Furniture (assembly) 

*Shelf Fitting *Small Glazing *Conservatory Cleaning  

*and more........ 

Free estimates & advice given on all work/ 

References available  
Please call Steven Newton 07713859712 / 01223 813 701   

Email: newton73@hotmail.co.uk 
Bay Tree Cottage 74 High St. Swaffham Bulbeck 

 

 

mailto:newton73@hotmail.co.uk
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 GOLD TRAINING AND COUNSELLING    

SERVICES LTD. 

IAN WOODROFFE 
British Association of Counselling accredited UK 

Independent Registered Counsellor 

Individual Counselling, Couple  

Counselling and Supervision 

Telephone 07968 836645 

PEST CONTROL SERVICES 

RABBITS, RATS, MICE, MOLES, 

WASPS & INSECTS,  

And Cluster Flies in Loft Areas 

CONTACT R. DANIELS 

PHONE: 01223 290570 

MOBILE: 07773 682 676 

BED AND BREAKFAST 
THE MEADOW HOUSE 

2A High Street, Burwell, Cambridge CB25 0HB 

 

 

Brian and Hilary Marsh 
Tel: 01638 741926    Fax: 01638 741861 

Website: www.themeadowhouse.co.uk 

• En suite rooms available with colour TV and tea-making facilities 

• Large car park and grounds 

• Family rooms, children welcome 

• Open all year 

• Fire certificate/No smoking 

• English Tourist Board 4 Diamonds 

R. BRISTLEY 
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET, CB8 0EX 

SANICLEAN 
Drain and Plumbing Services 

Drains Unblocked fast          Toilets, Baths & Sinks 
Guttering & Downpipes        Drain Repairs and Reports 

High Pressure Water Jetting       CCTV Surveys 
                       All Works Guaranteed  

 

             01638 662439 
                     Mobile: 07970 038404 

Est. 1974 

Sam Weaver 
 
  

                     SW Carpentry   
 General Carpentry and Home Improvements 

24 Vicarage Close 
Swaffham Bulbeck 
Cambridge 
CB25 OLY 
Tel: 01223 813866 / Mob: 07976535451  
e-mail: sw_carpentry@yahoo.co.uk  
All Jobs Undertaken / Free Estimates 

N and G Marsh of Burwell - Engineers 

For all your metalwork requirements 
 

 Welding Services   Mower Repairs 

 Handrails    Tow bars 

 Security Bars    Metal Railings 

 Gates     RSJs Supplied 

 
Services to the Building Industry 

Tractors & Agricultural Machinery 
Repaired 

Tel: 01638 741354 or 01638 741926 
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 Mead Construction 
(Cambridge) Ltd 

Liberty Barns, Heath Road,  
Swaffham Prior, Cambridge CB25 0LA 

   

 Driveways  Paths 
 Drainage  Concrete 
 Civil Engineering Drop Crossings 
We also provide JCB’s, large plant, and small tools for 

hire. 
We supply and deliver muck-aways and Aggregates in 

any size load 
For all enquiries and free estimates please phone  

01638 742463 

R. Bristley 
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET 

CB8 0EX 
 

Brush Electric Sweep * All chimneys swept 
Solid fuel, oil & gas * Cowls, nets and pots fitted 

Stoves repaired and serviced * Carpets cleaned 
Competitive prices * Very clean 

Family Business 
Public Liability Insurance 

 

01638 662439 
   Mobile: 07970 038404                  

Est. 1974 

 ANGLIA GAS &  
  ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Sales – Service – Repairs – Installation  
LPG/Propane Gas Specialist   No.150846 

 
NG/LPG Gas Boiler/Central Heating Systems 
NG/LPG Gas Appliances/Dual Fuel Appliances 
Nat Gas/LPG Landlord safety Checks 
NG/LPG Residential Park Homes/Caravans 
Electrical Appliances/Portable Appliances Testing 
Essential Electrical/Plumbing Maintenance 

Contact: Jim Perry Phone/Fax: 01638 741432 

           Mobile: 07768 856456  
E-mail: jimperryages@ntlworld.com 

Place your advert here 

Contact Business Manager 

Christopher Welton 

advertising@bulbeckbeacon.org 

or 

 01223 811501 
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SWAFFHAM BULBECK VILLAGE DIARY 2017 

MONTH DATE EVENT ORGANISER 

November  

3rd 
Bonfire and Firework Party 

6.00pm 
Vicarage Field behind St Mary’s Church 

School PSA 

4th 
Black Horse Pub Quiz 

8.00pm  
Black Horse 

18th 
Safari Supper - 7.00pm,  

Tickets from Anne Datson 01223 812395  

Church 

(Anne Datson) 

19th 

 

Downing Court Lunch Club  
12.00 

Margaret Roberts 

25th  
Christmas Art Workshop 

St Mary’s Church 
10.00 – 12.00 and 2.00—4.00 

Mary Jane  

Montgomery House 

December  

2nd 

 
“Christmas Fair at The Old Rectory”  

10.30am and 3pm  
with Mulled Wine and Mincepies. Christmas  

decorations gifts, freezer food.  Proceeds to Karakukere 
Water Project/St. Mary's 

Lucinda and  

Christopher  

Collison 

2nd 
Black Horse Pub Quiz 

8.00pm  
Black Horse 

8th 

Christmas Fayre  
at Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School 

3,15—5.15pm 
Stalls and Tea and Cakes 

School PSA 

17th 
Carol Service with Orchestra and Choir   

Mulled wine and soft drinks  
plus stollen, biscuits and mincepies  

Church 

19th 
Downing Court Dinner Club 

12.00 
Margaret Roberts 

2018  

January  6th  

Coffee Morning (Children’s Society)  

2  Station Road (Judith and Chris Rice),  

10 – 12 noon with Bring and Buy  

and opening  of Charity Boxes 

Judith Rice 

February 15th - 17th 
Village Play 

The Matchmaker by Thornton Wilder 
St Mary’s Players 

June  

13th—16th 

Swaffham Bulbeck Summer Theatre  
Cox and Box by Morton  

 HMS Pinafore by Gilbert and  Sullivan 
7.30 pm 13th—16th and 2.30 16th June 

Swaffham Bulbeck 

Summer Theatre 

30th Street Market 
Church 

Margaret Roberts 



 

Juice Galore at Apple Day on the Denny 2017 
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