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Emergency Services   

 FIRE, or POLICE or medical emergency, only 
POLICE Customer Services Centre (for suspicious incidents, crimes, etc.) 
NHS Helpline (non-emergency care and out of hours service)  
MINICOM (for deaf and hard of hearing)                           
RNID TypeTalk (for deaf, blind and speech impaired)   
Police Anti-social behaviour co-ordinator                        Brian Tully  
Electricity power cut   
 

999 
101 
111 
01480 422493 
0800 515152 
01353 656641 
0800 7838838  

Neighbourhood Watch   

 East Cambs (Secretary)                     
Quarry Lane                                                                  
Park End 
 

Kevin Evans 
Lisa Foreman  
Robin Sewell  

01353 614892 
01223 813062 
01223 811632 

Local Councils    

  Cambridgeshire County Councillor              
 East Cambridgeshire District Councillor 
 

 Mr David Brown 
 Mr Allen Alderson 

01638 743283 
01638 741744 

Parish Council contacts   

 

Parish Clerk 
Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 

Diane Bayliss 
Ian Woodroffe 
Mary Smith 
Kay Ballard 
Lynn Reed  
Gordon Reid  
Sue Romero 
Robin Sewell 
Bill Wicksteed                      

07562 669198 
01223 811255  
01223 812025 
01223 812249 
01223 811777 
01223 811245 
01223 813635 
01223 811632 
01223 811414 

Local Services  
       St. Mary’s Church:  

  

 

      Reverend Sue Giles (suethevic@btinternet.com)  
      Churchwardens:   
 
Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School (Head Teacher):               
               Parent Staff Association (Chair):                     
Bottisham Village College:  Main Reception                                                                                            
           Adult Education        
Dentist at Bottisham         
Doctors: Bottisham Surgery  
               Burwell Surgery    
Sanctuary Housing Association                                             
Community Room Hire (Downing Court)   
Women’s Institute (President)   
Relief-in-Need Charity (Clerk)    
Public transport information line  
Dial-a-Ride 
Swaffhams Cricket Club                                      
Mitchell Lodge Bowls Club (Secretary)   
 

  
Christopher Welton                                                                                          
Peter Goldsmith    
Lisa Fish   
Toni Rogers     
 
 
 
 
 
Freephone  
 
Mrs P. Cook   
Mrs C. Ling   
 
 
James Aldridge  
Mr M. Beeton  

01223 812726 
01223 811501 
01223 812525 
01223 811595 
01223 813720 
01223 811250 
01223 811372 
01223 811844 
01223 810030 
01638 741234 
0800131 3348  
0800131 3348 
01638 742224 
01223 813885 
08712 002233 
01638 664304 
01223 811798 
01223 234123 

Useful Websites   

 
Swaffham Bulbeck Village (Parish Council) website               www.swaffhambulbeckpc.org.  
Bulbeck Beacon website (to access all previous editions)                 www.bulbeckbeacon.org 

  

Local  Directory 

Cover Picture: Silver Birches and Tulips at Anglesey Abbey by Martin Rushworth 
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How pleasantly quiet it has been in the 
High Street since the road has been closed 
just beyond Bottisham Surgery. It reminds 
me of when, as a newcomer to the village 
in 1961, we sometimes played football 

outside the School with only the occasional 
interruption. The good news is that this road closure is 
now likely to extend to the middle of April. 

If you like a quiet and calm environment, then what will 
you make of plans for 9000 new houses on 
Waterbeach Airfield? 9000 houses means 18,000 cars 
and probably 25,000 new people. Seems rather out of 
proportion.  Nothing to do with you?  Waterbeach is 
only five miles away as the crow flies…If you don’t like 
it, tell South Cambs District Council. 

The United Kingdom has no policy for population 
control although that is logically the greatest longterm 
problem it has. Do we want a population density like 
The Netherlands? Well, we’re heading for it. 
Unfortunately each of us  only lives a short time and 
then the next generations  arrive and assume little has 
changed, whereas we oldies know, for example, that 
the population in 1940 was around 45 million… 

Meanwhile, back in the centre of our universe, it’s 
Spring again and things are generally looking better. 
The frogs in ponds off the High Street are busy 
spawning and everything looks green, white  and 
yellow. The Beacon cover pages are bright with good 
quality colour and it seems long ago since we had a 
black and white only magazine. 

There is only one event listed for April in the back page 
diary and that is the Quiz Night in the Black Horse on 
2nd April at 8pm. Nevertheless, most of us realize that 

the various groups in the village all have something on 
every month so April should be as busy as ever. 

Enjoy the Spring. 

Robin Sewell, editor for April. 

The Editor for the May edition will be  
Sylvia Thomson. 

 

Bottisham Community Library                 9 

Bottisham & District Gardening Club                         8 

Bottisham Medical Practice        5 

Bus Timetable                     20 

Cambridgeshire Fire & Rescue      10 

Cambridge Botanical Gardens                          9 

County Councillor’s Report        3 

East Anglian Air Ambulance      11 

Freecycle         20 

Letter from your MP         5 

Nature Notes         13 

Notices         from  14 

Parish Council                                  2 

RE:NEW Church                                      17 

Red2Green                                                                   8 

Ron Butler           3 

St Mary’s Church                                    12 

St Mary’s Players Village Play                 6               

Advertisements         from  21 

Local Directory            inside front cover 

Village Diary             inside back cover 

 

Editorial 

 

ALL ITEMS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE ARE REQUIRED BY 16th OF EACH MONTH 

PLEASE SEND TO THE EDITOR at : editor@bulbeckbeacon.org  
 

Contributions are preferred in electronic form but if this is not possible please deliver “hard copy” to the  

Editor for the next month whose name is at the bottom of the Editorial. 
 

 

Editors’ Telephone Numbers (all 01223) 
Robin Sewell (811632) · Sylvia Thomson (811770) · Christopher Welton (811501) 

Copy Designers: Penny Irwin · Mary Smith. Photographer: Martin Rushworth 
 

 

Please e-mail advertisements to: advertising@bulbeckbeacon.org  after consultation with 
Business Manager: Christopher Welton. 

Providence Place, 93 High Street. Swaffham Bulbeck CB25 0LX (01223 811501) 
 
 

The cost of producing this magazine is reimbursed mainly by the advertisers, but in no small way from generous  
donations received from readers.  

 

All financial and advertising enquiries should be addressed to Christopher Welton. 

Contents 
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Gutter Bridge and Denny Wood Matters 
 A survey of the trees in the Gutter Bridge wood 

was carried out by the National Trust. The 
remedial works to the trees will be carried out by 
a tree surgeon and paid for by the Parish 
Council. 

The Denny and Pavilion Matters 
 Fenland Leisure will be carrying out the annual 

inspection of the play equipment. 
 The pavilion development group met on Monday 

6th March with Alan Lamb who was very 
impressed with the document. The group will 
meet again in two weeks to create a strategy and 
look more clearly at what the requirements for the 
new pavilion are. A business plan and a design 
plan are still to be written. 

Highways/Footpath Matters. 
 Quotations for a street light at Pound Way have 

not yet been received. The Clerk will contact 
Balfour Beatty and ask them to address this as 
soon as possible. 

 The zebra crossing has been activated, although 
the lights are out of sync. and the shades have 
not been put on. 

 A complaint has been received about traffic 
speeding along the High Street. The Council are 
to investigate the possibility of a 20mph speed 
limit along Green Bank Road, The High Street 
and Station Road. 

 Highways issues can be reported by following 
the link on the County Council Website. 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

 If your street light is not working please contact 
the Parish Clerk with the light number, she will 
then report it to the County Council. 

 Please take care when parking outside the shop 
as it has been noted that vehicles are causing 
an obstruction at the entrance to Pound Way. 

Grass Cutting Contract 
 The Grass Cutting Contract has been put out to 

tender and will be considered at the April 
meeting of the Council. 

 
 
 

 
 

Community Land Trust 
 £5,000 has been awarded by the East Cambs 

Corporate Governance and  Finance Committee 
to Swaffham Bulbeck Parish Council to assist 
with the start-up costs for the CLT. 

Planning Applications 
 17/00023/FUL Proposed single storey rear 

extension at 37 Downing Court for Mrs Jackie 
Duffy 

 17/00098/PDR Loft conversion with dormer 
extension to rear roof slope and roof lights to 
front roof slope at 35 Downing Court for Mr & 
Mrs Dodds 

 17/00259/FUL Proposed two storey and single 
storey rear extension at 48 Downing Court, 
Swaffham Bulbeck for Mr J Cowling 

 

Planning Approvals 
 16/00222/FUL Installation of an oil tank within 

the curtilage of the property at The Old Fire 
Station, 108-110 High Street, Swaffham 
Bulbeck for Mr Clem Robertson. 

Planning Refusals 
 16/01650/CLP Loft conversion at 35 Downing 

Court, Swaffham Bulbeck for Mr & Mrs Dodd’s 
date received 24th November 2016  

Other Planning Matters 
 16/01817/TRE & Trees Swaffham Bulbeck/CA 

Tree work approval at 6 Pound Way, Swaffham 
Bulbeck. 

East Cambs Local Plan  
 The Parish Council made a very detailed 

response to the local plan consultation document. 
It was agreed that the amendments would be 
made and the comments sent to ECDC by 22nd 
February, the closing date for the consultations. 

 The revised text is available on the Parish 
Council noticeboard and on the website. 

Communications and Social Media Policies 
 The Parish Council approved the 

Communications and Social Media Policies as 
laid out by the working group. The Policies will be 
available on the website and on request to the 
Clerk. 

Diane Bayliss - Clerk to the Parish Council 
Email: swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com 

Telephone 07562 669168 
 

Swaffham Bulbeck Parish Council update 

The Parish Council normally meets on the first Tuesday of every month at 
7.30pm. Meetings are currently being held in the school. Members of the public 
are invited to attend the meetings and 10 minutes is set aside each month for 
public question time. The next meeting will be on Tuesday 4th  April at 7.30pm.   
Full copies of the minutes are available on the Website, the Notice Board and 
from the Parish Clerk at swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com 

There is still a vacancy on the Parish Council. Interested parties should 
contact the Clerk to the Council. 
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Full Council met on 14th February to debate the Budget 
and Business Plan. After a 6 hour debate agreement 
was reached on a proposal to implement a 2% rise in 
Adult Social Care Precept and to freeze the general 
Council Tax. Council also agreed reporting 
arrangements for the Council’s representatives on the 
Shadow Combined Authority for Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough and also on the Scrutiny Committee for 
the Shadow Combined Authority. 

We held an additional meeting of the Children and 
Young People Committee to consider the review of 
Secondary Education provision in Cambridge City. The 
officers are recommending the expansion of Chesterton 
Community College to cope with the identified shortfall 
in places in North Cambridge. The Committee also 
considered proposals for re-structuring the senior 
management in Children, Families and Adults.  

I attended a meeting of “Voices Matter”, the Children in 
Care Council for Cambridgeshire. This is an opportunity 
for Children in Care to raise concerns and report on 
activities to senior managers and members. 

Schools Forum met with Heidi Allen MP, Lucy Frazer 
MP and Daniel Ziechner MP to discuss the current 
consultation on a fair funding formula for schools in 
England. 

David Brown 

 

During the winter I have been “laid low” by a couple of 
lengthy colds and infections and although I am now 
much better, I feel that my body is telling me that I am 
not as young as I think I am!! 

I have therefore decided that I need to give up my job of 
co-ordinating the delivery of  the Beacon. Before I do 
this, I do want to sincerely thank all sorts of people who 
have cheerfully and voluntarily given their time to bring 
the Beacon to the standard that it is today. 

I was involved not from, but almost from, the Beacon’s 
inception, that was back in the days when it was printed 
in the village using a couple of old Gestetner duplicating 
machines.  My late wife and I were part of a team of 
people who used to handle the typing, stapling and 
duplication in those days and we are grateful to them all.  

Then in 2006 we took the decision to have the 
magazine commercially printed and  the Bulbeck “team” 
is now largely as it is today apart from having three 
editors instead of one, ably assisted by two very 
professional copy designers and a very capable 
photographer. Thank you all of you! 

The people I really want to thank are the members of 
the team who deliver your magazine to your doorstep 
every month come rain or shine, these people deserve a 
huge pat on the back and my grateful thanks. 

Ron Butler 

Ron as always is very good at thanking others but we all 
owe him a great debt of gratitude for his untiring service 
to the Beacon. As well as all his service in the past, he 
has, in recent  years masterminded the initial distribution 
of the magazine thus ensuring that your Beacon has 
always been ready for your local deliverer to pop 
through your letterbox by the first of each month. Thank 
you so much Ron!! 

Beacon Editorial Team 
 

The Beacon team planted an English Oak sapling 
(quercus robur) during March. 

The planting also marked the retirement of Ron Butler 
from the Beacon team after fifty years of organising the 
delivery of the Bulbeck Beacon 

It is to be hoped that this new oak tree will last at least 
as long as Ron. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A few facts about the Common, English or 
pedunculate oak: 

It can live up to 1000 years. It produces acorns after 40 
years, grows up to 40 metres tall with a girth of 15 
metres. 

The oak supports thousands of wildlife species amongst 
its leaves, acorns and fissured bark. 

Acorns secreted by the Jay for winter food and forgotten  

County Council Report  
February 2017 

Retirement of Ron Butler 

Another English Oak for  
The Denny Wood 

Ron helping plant the oak sapling 
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in the ground, spring to life and begin another oak. As 
the oak ages the trunk becomes hollow providing 
nesting sites for bats, squirrels and woodpeckers. 

The oak was used for the ships of the Royal Navy. 
HMS Victory is reckoned to have used up to 6000   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

trees. During past hard times the acorn was used for 
making coffee and bread. 

Every year The Woodland Trust and its supporters 
plant thousands of new oak  saplings across the UK. 

Robin Sewell 

From the left: Christopher Welton, Ron Butler, Mary Smith, Sylvia Thomson, Penny Irwin, Robin Sewell. 
Dog: Gordon. 

Photos by Martin Rushworth. 

  

 
  

DOWNING COURT LUNCH CLUB 

Are you -    a Senior Citizen?   

Do you -     live in Swaffham Bulbeck?  like meeting socially? enjoy a freshly home cooked meal? 

A team of volunteers from the village cook a lunch at Downing Court on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 12 noon. The menus change each month and provide traditional British main courses of meat, 
potatoes and vegetables with accompaniments, and a delicious dessert. The menu is available at least 
2 weeks beforehand and members can sign up for a meal which costs £5 for two courses, followed by 
coffee or tea. 

There are free spaces for the Lunch Club which is open to any Senior Citizen living in Swaffham Bul-
beck (residents of Sheltered Housing in Downing Court and Vicarage Close have priority to member-
ship) but there are now several spare places. 

 Lunch dates will appear in the Village Diary at the back of the Beacon. 

 If you would like further information please contact: Margaret Roberts, tel. 01223 811772 
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Swaffham Bulbeck - It’s a huge honour to represent 
the diverse area of South East Cambridgeshire in 
Parliament.  I am always delighted to attend local 
events and meetings whenever I am able to so please 
do keep me posted on anything upcoming. 

A bit about myself: after graduating from Newnham 
College in Cambridge I spent many years as a barrister 
specialising in business law. The skills I learnt as a 
barrister have been invaluable in Westminster – 
whether I am debating in Parliament, scrutinising 
legislation, or finding the right argument to persuade 
Ministers to fund various local infrastructure projects. 

I wanted to take this opportunity to update you on what 
I’ve been up to in recent months. 

I am progressing a number of infrastructure projects 
across the constituency including upgrading the A10, 
building the Ely bypass, and improving the A14/A142 
junction and building a station in Soham.  

I am delighted that building work has started on the Ely 
Bypass.  A huge amount of effort has been put into this 
by councillors, the LEP and the Department of 
Transport all of whom I have been working with on an 
ongoing basis and it will make a big difference to our 
area.  Last week I had a meeting with the Secretary of 
State for Transport to press the case for a station in 
Soham and I have established a working group to 
advance feasibility studies into improving the A10.  I 
am working with my neighbouring MP, Matt Hancock 
on improving the A142/A14 junction. I am also 
campaigning to get better broadband and have regular 
meetings with BT and Connecting Cambridgeshire. 

Together with my neighbouring MP Steve Barclay, 
Councillors and local residents I am working to ensure 
our local services are retained at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, and I was pleased to have the opportunity to 
raise the importance of our local unit directly with 
Theresa May at Prime Minister's Question time.  I am 
delighted that in response to all the campaigning on 
this issue the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Clinical Commissioning Group have now approved a 
pilot scheme, ‘LUCS’, which stands for  Local Urgent 
Care Services, and that the hope is not only will local 
services be maintained but also improved through this 
initiative.  

I am continuing to campaign on fairer funding for our 
schools, and in October I brought a delegation of 
headteachers from our local secondary schools to 
Westminster to put the case directly to the Secretary of 
State for Education, Justine Greening, to explain why it 
is essential we get better funding for Cambridgeshire. I 
have also successfully bid for East Cambridgeshire to 
become an ‘Opportunity Area’.  We are, with Fenland, 
one of twelve in the country and this status will give us 
extra funds in the region of £6 million to improve our 
schools. 

If you have any issues you would like to raise with me, 
any local events you would like me to attend, or if you 
would like to arrange a tour of the Houses of 
Parliament please do contact me by email on 
lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk. If you’d like to stay up to 
date with everything I am doing, do look at my website 
www.lucyfrazer.org.uk or follow me on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/FrazerLucy  

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Lucy Frazer 
MP for South East Cambridgeshire 

 

 

Easter Closing:  The surgery will be closed for the 
Easter Holiday from 14th – 17th April inclusive.  For 
urgent medical help over this period please ring the Out 
of Hours Service on 111. 

Out of Hours Service: The Clinical Commissioning 
Group has been holding a public consultation over their 
proposal to move this service from the base at 
Chesterton to one at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.  Your 
chairman and secretary attended one of these 
meetings and the message from the public there was 
that they feel that the Chesterton base should be 
retained. We await the final decision.  For more 
information on this the website is http://
www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk. 

Annual General Meeting: This will be held at the 
surgery on Thursday 27th April at 7pm, during 
which one of our doctors will be giving a talk.  
Anyone who is a patient of the Practice is invited to 
attend.  Further details will be put on the surgery 
notice board. 

Patients’ Group: The Patients’ Group would be 
delighted to hear from you – please see the notice 
board in the waiting room for details, speak to the 
receptionist or look at the practice’s website for further 
information  http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/
ppg.aspx?p=D81055 and see what your Patients’ 
Group has achieved.  We would welcome help with 
running the group. 

Walks for Health:  The next walks with our accredited 
walk leader Steve Gilson start at 11.00 am from the 
surgery car park on 7th and 19th April and 5th and 17th 
May 2017.  Do join Steve for a walk. He would be 
delighted to see you.  Anglesey Abbey walks continue 
on Thursdays at 10am from the reception area. 

Next Meeting: Patients’ Group will meet on 25 May 
2017 at 6.30pm at the surgery. 

           
Bottisham Patients’ Group 

A Letter from your MP 

News from Bottisham Medical  
Practice Patients’ Group 
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At last, the evening of the seventeenth of February.  
Time for a visit to the theatre in the High Street with the 
in–house “St. Mary’s Players’’ performing.                                                                                                               
A welcome sparkle within a gloomy month.  The 
offering this year being   “It runs in the Family’’ a 
comedy by that mirth-monger Ray Cooney.                                                                                                           
Upon entering the auditorium, I found the form to be 
neither proscenium nor in-the-round, just to the side.                                                                                                              
A goodly number of people were already present, but 
the audience swelled when a group of itinerates from 
Bottisham joined us. Following the obligatory 
“Directions to Fire-Exits’’ monologue, beautifully 
performed I must say, we were ushered into the 
Doctors Common Room at St. Andrews Hospital, 
where the evening action would take place. 

A quick run through the cast list: 

Dr David Mortimer  (David Hanke)  A neurologist, 
unorthodox vicar, sluice room seducer and sometime 
Surgical Matron. Don’t ask.  Preoccupied with a Ponsy 
lecture.  That’s as near to a detailed character analysis 
as I get.  All played with aplomb, charm and with good 
comic timing.  In other words, sickeningly good as it is 
year after year …………..                                                                           

Dr Mike Connolly  (Ian Woodroffe)  An energetic, 
enthusiastic youngish houseman.  Currently selling 
mince pies for Water Aid and organising the hospital 
pantomime.  Are those balloons I see before him?  I 
was most impressed by his falsetto that worryingly 
never faltered.  Played with his usual chivalrous verve.    

Dr Hubert Bonney  (Gerard Chadwick)  Well 
intentioned courteous journeyman.  Maybe not the 
brightest bulb in the box.  An Al Jolson Impersonator, 
karate kid plus stand–ins for Ear Nose and Throat 
Matron, more balloons and the vicar from the Valleys.  
In addition to this he got the girl.  What stamina.  A 
performance that never disappoints, talent will out.  

Matron  (April Cook)  It would be ungallant to say “ahoy 
in front and avast behind’’ but it was in the script.  
Letting it all hang out of the window, then the 
interesting bobsleigh crouch in the wheelchair. A pose 
not to be interfered with, especially when a syringe and 
varicose conditions are on the loose.  As entertaining 
as ever.   

Sir Willoughby Drake  (Geoffrey Datson)  A somewhat 
stern Chairman of the Board of Governors and former 
head plumber, sorry, Surgeon.  A product of the James 
Robertson–Justice School of Charm, methinks.  Played 
with hauteur until the tipples took their toll.                                                                            

Jane Tate  (Lucinda Collison)  For a moment I failed to 
recognise her fully clothed.  Fortunately her “joie de 
vivre” was intact, messing about in the sluice rooms et 
al. A very confusing life story! I was particularly 
saddened by the death of the dog, falling in the 
Himalayas, attempting to avoid a number 34 bus.  A 
pleasure as always and certainly not “D.O.A”! 

Rosemary Mortimer  (Kate Hudson-Farmer)  An 
elegant enigma.  We know so little of this character.  
Facts: A wife, knowledge of eye pigmentation, short of 
change for the parking meter.  Questions: How did she 
intend to pacify the delegates? Her plans for keeping 
the Junior Health Minister happy? What did she and Dr 
Bonney do?  I feel a sequel coming on.                                         

Leslie  (Charlie Froy)  A  mixed up kid seeking his 
father.  The fact that his hair looked like Donald Trump 
on a windy day may have been a clue.  So good to see 
the younger generation getting involved.  Please keep it 
up.                                                                                                  

Sister/Mother  (Sue Romero)  So versatile the 
combination of mother and sister makes her a Mother 
Superior I guess.  Well done yet again.                                         

Police Sergeant  (Christopher Welton)  A fine 
upstanding figure, with a very useful notebook, I    
surmise,  I slept more soundly that night, knowing such 
a stalwart of the constabulary was close by.  Sorry 
about the wet trousers, but as they said “it wasn’t an 
inside job’’.  Reliable as ever.                                    

Bill  (Geoff Reed)  The old codger in the wheelchair.  
Played most convincingly.  I’m not sure if that qualifies 
as a compliment or not.  A keen eye for the balloons 
and a drinks trolley.  In fine voice, you can take the 
man out of the musical but ………….  In my opinion he 
stole the show.  Need I say more?  I wonder what they 
watched on Saturday. 

Maintenance  (Elly Datson)  A cameo appearance, had 
you blinked you would have missed her.  Nice little 
mover. Welcome. 

A thank you to all those involved, behind the scenes 
and front of house:- Clare Welton, Mary Woodroffe, 
Brian Wegg, Geoff Reed, Gerard Chadwick, 
Christopher Collison, Rod Smith, Sylvia Thomson, Sue 
Romero, Bridget Hudson-Farmer, Elly Datson, Angela 
and John Roebuck and Margaret Roberts. 

A huge thank you to Anne Datson, for Stage Design, 
Production and Direction.  You pulled another one out 
of the hat.  Well done! 

P.S  Not many pauses to disturb prompt corner.  I must 
admit that I didn’t always grasp the gist of the lighting 
plot.         

The Beacon Theatre Critic 

                                                                                                      

The Village Play 

Photos opposite by Jet Photographic show 
different scenes from the play:  

1. Act 2 - “Police summary of events” 

2. Act 2 - “The gaining of a grandson” 

3. Act 2: “Balloons up top, Matron?” 
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Red2Green steps back in time to share some 
forgotten skills with the local community 

In this age of modern technology, local charity 
Red2Green which provides learning, leisure and work 
opportunities for people with disabilities, has 
been  turning back time. 

The charity which works with young people and adults 
with learning disabilities, on the autistic spectrum or 
living with mental ill health, received Heritage Lottery 
Funding for its “Crafty sew and sows” project finding 
out about some of the skills that our grandparents took 
for granted. 

Red2Green has been working with the local 
community, Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School and 
Bottisham Village College to investigate the lost skills 
that would have been commonplace 100 years ago, 
some of which are specific to our local area.They 
started by looking at all the aspects of bread-making 
which together with farming and milling is intrinsic to 
our East Anglian landscape.  Activities included drama 
and art and crafts, as well as baking. At their 
recent “Grab a Skill” day they got together with children 
from Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School and Bottisham 
Village College and they all worked together to share 
this traditional skill. 

Local job opportunities 

Support Worker 

We are looking for a support worker at Red2Green 
while Emily is on maternity leave (45 weeks). She 
helps people with learning disabilities to learn new 
skills and have fun. Pay is £ 8.25/hr for 32 hours 
Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-4.30pm. If you are a team 
player who is committed to equal opportunities, have 
good communication skills, able to prioritise and use 
your own initiative to plan and lead meaningful 
activities, and who is happy to help our learners with 
some aspects of their personal care we would love to 
hear from you. It would be great if you already have 
some experience of working with people with learning 
disabilities, are happy to do some training and willing to 
drive a minibus. 

Part time Cleaner 

We are also looking for some one to clean our centre 
and offices at Harvey’s Barn in Swaffham Bulbeck. Pay 
is £8.25/hr,  6 hours across the week – these hours can 
be flexible so if you are interested get in touch to have 
a chat. 

To find out more call 01223 811662, 
email sarah.flack@red2green.org or visit our website 
at www.red2green.org 

Julia Rutherford, Marketing Manager,  
Red2Green, Harvey's Barn, Park End 

Swaffham Bulbeck, Cambridge CB25 0NA 

 
On 16th February Michael Snodgrass from Red2Green 
came to tell us more about Crafty Sew and Sows, 
community engagement project 2017.  A project which 
is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund.  During the 
year it aims to work with members of the community to 
share different projects.  There will be five community 
days to share experiencing skills such as bread-
making, growing your own, knitting, natural fire 
building, playing without technology among others.  
The aim of the project is for Red2Green clients to learn 
about lost or dying skills. 

As a result of our end of year accounts the branch will 
be donating £100 to ‘Away from it all Holidays’ for 
those who would not otherwise have a holiday; £52 to 
the Overseas Fund (there is a large Mothers’ Union 
membership in Sudan who are helping to distribute 
aid); and £50 to the Literacy and Numeracy Fund. 

Some members went to a Deanery coffee morning in 
Burwell.  Alice Leadbeter is running in the London 
Marathon in aid of the Mothers’ Union.  She ran 
16miles to Burwell and spoke to members at the coffee 
morning about the reason for her run and her training.  
We will be sponsoring Alice and our March Meeting will 
revolve round the topic of the London Marathon. If 
anyone would like to sponsor Alice, leaflets are in all 
the Benefice churches. 

At our next meeting on 20th April Sarah Lowther will be 
speaking to us about Guide Dogs for the Blind.  Our 
meetings are usually held at the chapel in Lode at 2.30 
and all are welcome.  

Jill Jenyns 

Growing for Show - Our February speaker was Nigel 
Start from Gt Wilbraham, where there has been a show 
since the 1930’s. Having inherited a large garden he 
learned how and what to grow, eventually entering the 
local Village Show and becoming more successful over 
the years. He is now also a judge. 

If you are thinking of entering a show, then plan for 
success. Note the date of the show, the list of entries, 
and target planting dates in advance – for example, 
don’t plant your runner beans too early- late July/early 
August will give a good crop in September. Prepare 
your seed bed and where possible use F1 seeds or 
your own seed collected from the previous year. 
Remember, you might have to pull 20 carrots to get 4 
show-worthy specimens. Keep competition from weeds 
down with regular hoeing. 

What does a judge look at when viewing the exhibits? 
Uniformity of size and appearance; brightness and 

Red2Green Anglesey Group Mothers’ Union  

Bottisham & District Gardening Club  
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 colour (don’t mix green tomatoes with red to make up 
the numbers); if the schedule says 6 pods of peas, 
don’t do 5 or 7; onions should have the tops tied and 
don’t strip the outer skin too much; and presentation – a 
nice plate, a bit of foliage. Avoid colour differences, 
uneven sizes or shapes, marks from disease or 
damage, excess trimming,  

It was an interesting and lively talk and I am full of 
enthusiasm for this year, even if we’ve missed the 
autumn sowings we should have got in last year. But 
somehow I think I’ll be running around on the morning 
of the show just choosing what’s looking good in the 
garden on the day. Remember, this is a Village Show, 
not the RHS, to be entered with a sense of fun and the 
faint hope of a trophy at the end of it. We look forward 
to seeing your efforts on 9 September. 

Forthcoming speakers: 28 March, Ken Nicholls talking 
about ‘The Quiet Gardens Movement – thinking it 
through with plants’, and 25 April, Polly Howatt’s talk is 
entitled ‘Everything but the Squeal: food and folklore in 
the Fens’. 

Tricia McLaughlin, Secretary 
www.bottishamgardeningclub.co.uk 

The Primula Parade 

 
 

Few plants raise a gardener’s spirit more than the sight 
of early spring flowering primroses (Primula vulgaris). 
Thriving in the dappled shade of woodlands throughout 
most of Europe, they mark the end of cold, bleak winter 
months and herald the beginning of the explosion of 
growth in the woodland. Primroses are one of around 
600 Primulas found largely throughout the northern 
hemisphere. They come in a bewildering array of sizes 
and flower forms, and fill widely differing ecological 
niches. In the Alpine House at the Cambridge 
University Botanic Garden, starting in February through 
March is the amazing Primula allionii. In SE France and 
Italy these flowers cling to life in crevices in limestone  
cliffs until the spring when these surprisingly small 
plants pack a huge floral punch, covering themselves in  

 

an array of pink to white flowers. Next to flower in the 
Alpine House is Primula auricula with elaborate flowers 
straight out of a catalogue of beautiful buttons. Later in 
the spring and summer by the stream side and Bog 
Garden and also this year in our Alpine House 

Himalayan display, 
we will have a range 
of some of the Asiatic 
moisture loving 
Primulas. These start 
with the purple drum 
sticks of Primula 
denticulata followed 
by a host of others 

until their floral peak in 
the summer with the tiered magenta Primula japonica 
and nodding yellow bells of P.sikkimensis. 

Primulas all have in common a crafty way of ensuring 
they are cross pollinated. They have two flower forms – 
either ‘pin’ or ‘thrum’. ‘Pin’ plants have their stigma 
(receptive tip of the female part of the flower) sticking 
out of the petal tube and their stamens (male pollen 
bearing parts) held deep inside. With ‘thrum’ plants it is 
the other way round. This helps to make sure that 
pollen transferred by an insect onto the receptive 
stigma must come from a primula flower of the opposite 
form. Only the pollen from a ‘pin’ flower will reach down 
far enough into the petal tube for a ‘thrum’ flower and 
only the pollen from the raised up ‘thrum’ stamens will 
reach the similarly raised ‘pin’ stigma. What floral 
delights we and the bees have to look forward to these 
next few months! 

Rosemary Seeney  
Assistant to Helen Needham Marketing Officer   

 

Cambridge University Botanic  
Garden  

The Cambridge University Botanic Garden is open 
from 10am – 6pm April – September.  The 
Glasshouses and Café close 30 minutes before the 
Garden and the Botanic Garden Shop at Brookside 
closes 15 minutes before the Garden.  Please check 
the website at www.botanic.cam.ac.uk or telephone 
01223 336265 for details about opening times, 
admission charges, tours, courses and special 
events. 

Primula Vulgaris 

Primula allionii 

Primula denticulata  
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We had to complete one of quarterly visitor counts in 
the week before half term and were pleased that we 
easily exceeded our target of 12 borrowers per session. 
Thank you. 

We were able to have jigsaw puzzles set out for our 
younger members to play with in the Library during half 
term. They were well used. We have more than 40 
interesting adult puzzles available to borrow free of 
charge.  

The biographies – a most interesting selection - have 
been moved from the side wall to an area nearer the 
adult fiction. Worth a look. 

Our book sale on the Triangle (mini market with WI 
cakes and Gardening Club plants) is arranged for 
Saturday 13th May. We should be very pleased to 
receive donations of good quality paperbacks for this 
event. They can be taken to the Library during any of 
the Public Sessions. 

We shall be closed on Good Friday 14th April and on 
Easter Saturday too. Our volunteers deserve a short 
break. 

Sylvia Overton 

 
As I am writing it is the time of year when animals start 
to become more active after some winter torpor, or 
returning from vacationing in foreign parts. It is lovely to 
think about all the life that is re-emerging on our fields, 
woods and even towns, and for some reason my mind 
was drawn to images of the flocks of birds returning to 
our shores. 

Our estuaries and shorelines attract particularly large 
numbers of wading birds. Birds are unusual (or perhaps 
it is the people who categorise them) in that there are 
groups which are not based on science or taxonomy but 
on description.  Wading birds are birds which are 
attracted to shorelines and are unrelated to each other 
except that most have long legs. 

Although waders are found in the same locations they 
are still quite varied. In the British Birds list of waders I 
counted 32 species, from Avocet to Woodcock. This 
introduces the first anomaly. I wouldn’t normally 
associate Woodcock with being a wader, nor the Stone 
Curlew which is also on the list, as these are birds of 
more inland habitats, but they are apparently classified 
as wading birds. They do have long legs, and long bills 
for probing in to soil for insects, so perhaps they started 
life as more coastal species.  

All the other species are found on shorelines and 
include the diminutive Temminck’s Stint, Little Stint, 

Sanderling and Little Ringed Plover and the much 
larger Curlew, Whimbrel and Avocet, with a whole 
range of other birds in between.  

They are categorised by the ability to wade in to the soft 
sand and silt on the foreshore at low tide and probe for 
insects and other food within the substrate. The smaller 
birds, with shorter legs tend to stay closer to shore 
where the substrate is a little firmer, and as the water 
recedes earlier they do not have to stray too far into 
deeper water.  Some such as the Little Ringed Plover 
prefer shingle and can sometime use gravel pits which 
mimic a shingle shore. Most have medium or long 
straight bills which they use to probe in to the mud or 
between stones, looking for insects or other 
invertebrates to eat.  

The larger waders often have longer legs in proportion 
to their bodies and can wade out in to the water as it 
recedes to get first go at the mud further offshore. 
Whilst most also have long straight bills, some like the 
Curlew and Avocet have developed different skills and 
bills to match. The Avocet has a bill which curves 
upwards. When the water is clear, it probes directly and 
can“catch” its prey, but in poor visibility it moves its bill 
from side to side, skimming the water or mud and 
extracting the insects from it. The Curlew, our largest 
wader, probes with its down-curved bill for worms 
shellfish and shrimps. 

Whilst many of these species are browns and greys 
with varying amounts of white, there are exceptions.  I 
am sure we can all picture the Oystercatcher and 
Lapwing with their black and white plumage, and the 
Oystercatcher’s striking orange beak; the Avocet is 
another stunning black and white bird. The Knot has a 
brick-red underside and the Red-necked Phalarope, 
unsurprisingly, has a red neck. A few birds have red 
legs and I of course the reason the Redshank has its 
name.  

These are fascinating birds, not only to look at but in 
their feeding and flocking behaviour on the sea shore. If 
you have an opportunity to get to the coast in the near 
future take to opportunity to see for yourself.   

 Jacqui Green 

 
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service (CFRS) is 
proud to announce reaching the 1,000 mark for our 
Safe and Well visits launched last Summer to support 
the safety and wellbeing of the most vulnerable 
residents in the community. Working with key partners 
including Cambridgeshire County Council, 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary, Health and Wellbeing 
Network, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS 
Foundation Trust and the Drug and Alcohol Action 
Team, CFRS developed the Safe and Well model to 

Nature Notes 

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue 
Service  

Bottisham Community Library  
Association 
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offer a holistic approach to supporting people living in 
their own homes. Building on the previous work of 
Home Fire Safety Checks, the Safe and Well visit 
encompasses a range of other areas including 
preventing falls in the home, monitoring alcohol use and 
consumption, staying well, warm and nourished at home 
and crime reduction including fraud and scams. The 
Safe and Well visit now provides the Service with 
sufficient information to support individuals and, with 
consent, to refer individuals to selected partner 
agencies, who will be able to support them further. 

Paul Clarke, Community Risk Manager at CFRS, 
said: “It is great to see the Safe and Well model having 
a positive impact on the lives of those living in our 
communities and empowering the most vulnerable to 
continue living independently with the support networks 
around them that they need access to, but may not have 
known existed prior to their visit. 

“Although we target our work through partner agency 
data sharing to reach those most vulnerable people in 
our communities first, it is vitally important that people 
make referrals to us if they think someone they know, 
whether it be a loved one, a neighbour or a friend, could 
benefit from our completely free of charge service too. 
We will never share data for any commercial purposes 
and you are never under obligation to answer any 
questions that you do not want to, but the more 
information you provide us with, the better we will be 
able to support you. We can also provide advice in 
relation to promoting the health and safety of individuals 
with hoarding concerns, as well as providing valuable 
information to care providers.” 

March includes national No Smoking Day on the 8th so 
throughout this month we’ll be raising awareness of the 
fire risks associated with smoking. We often find 
smoking is one of many factors making someone more 
at risk of fire, for example, when combined with poor 
mobility, health problems or being elderly, it increases 
someone’s chance of having a fire. 

Here are some tips to take on board or give to friends 
and family that smoke: 
 Never leave a lit cigarette or pipe unattended. 
 Always use a proper ashtray and make sure the 

contents are cold before you tip it in the bin 
 Never smoke in bed and avoid smoking in a chair 

if you are likely to fall asleep 
Most importantly, fit a working smoke alarm and test it 
regularly. Don’t forget to also test the smoke alarms of 
those you love. 

Our Safe and Well visit incorporates smoke alarms as 
part of a comprehensive list of checks. For more 
information please visit our homepage 
at: www.cambsfire.gov.uk and click on Safe and Well 
visits. You can also find us on Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram. 

Press Office,  
Cambridgeshire Fire & Rescue Service 

 

Now well into it’s 17th year of operations, EAAA 
continues to save lives. The mission of the charity is ‘to 
provide the best possible outcome for people 
unfortunate enough to be involved in incidents or 
medical emergencies’. The combination of advanced 
critical care, quick response time and rapid onward 
transfer can prove crucial in improving patients 
prospects of making a full recovery, and saving lives. 

The paid doctors and paramedics are specialists in pre-
hospital emergency care, including trauma and 
anaesthetics, enabling EAAA to provide ‘on-scene’ 
surgery if necessary. To support this invaluable work, 
EAAA relies heavily on the efforts of unpaid volunteers 
from all walks of life who give their time, skills and 
energy who perform a wide variety of roles. 
Quote -  “ I volunteer for EAAA because I really believe 
in what they do and I know that, by giving my time, I am 
making a difference – part of the team”. 

EAAA is always seeking additional help – so please get 
in touch. You can offer – your time, skills, ideas, energy 
and your contacts whilst EAAA offers satisfaction from 
assisting a charity that saves lives in the local area. Also 
there is the opportunity to enhance your career through 
making your CV stand out in the job to market,  and the 
chance to meet new friends. Please do get in touch 
(08450 66 9999 or info@eaaa.org.uk) if you can 
help.           

Michael White 

The bet365 Craven Meeting signals the start of the Flat 
racing season and the beginning of an exciting spring 
and summer of world class sport and entertainment at 
Newmarket Racecourses.  Racing’s HQ will be abuzz 
with anticipation of what lies ahead and eager for the 
first opportunity to see the early season form of some of 
the best horses in training, as well as the trainers and 
jockeys. The bet365 Craven Meeting is also seen by 
many as a key fixture for potential contenders in the first 
two Classic races of the year, the QIPCO 1,000 and 
QIPCO 2,000 Guineas at Newmarket Racecourses. 

 Tuesday of the bet365 Craven Meeting is a community 
day whereby anyone with a CB8 postcode will gain free 
entry to the meeting*. The first 100 bookers will also be 
offered the opportunity to enjoy a fantastic Discover 
Newmarket Tour. If you live within a CB8 postcode all 
you need to do is book in advance using the 
promotional code: 
 CRAVENCB8 at www.newmarketracecourses.co.uk.  

 *Maximum of two FOC tickets per household (KIDS GO 
FREE), advance offer only – ends midnight the night 
before the event. Please also note that tours will be 
offered on a first come, first served basis. 

Stephanie Ward, Marketing Events Executive 

The bet365 Craven Meeting  
Tues 18th April 2017  

East Anglian Air Ambulance in the 
Community 
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St Mary’s Parish Church – Notice of Annual Vestry Meeting 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual Vestry Meeting will be held 

At: St Mary’s Church Swaffham Bulbeck 

On: Sunday 16 April 2017 at approx. 10:40 (Following the service of Holy Communion) 
Business 

1.       Apologies 

2.       To approve the minutes of the 2016 Vestry Meeting 

3.       To elect two Churchwardens to serve in 2017  

St Mary’s Church Services and Rota for April 2017 

Date Time Service Officiant Sidesman Readers Intercessor Chalice Flowers Coffee 

Sunday 
2nd 

 
08.00 

Holy  
Communion 

(BCP) 

Rev’d Laurie 
Marsh 

 
C. Welton 

         

09.30 All Age  
Service 

Liz Brown  
LLM 

J. Roebuck J. Roebuck       P. Irwin 

 
Palm  

Sunday 
9th 

 

 
 

10.00 

 
Benefice 

Communion 

 
Archdeacon 

Alex 

 
I Woodroffe 

 
I Woodroffe 

P. Irwin 

 
M. Roberts 

 
A. Friday 

  B. 
Somers 

Monday 
10th 

6pm Compline P. Goldsmith             

Tuesday 
11th 

6pm Compline P. Goldsmith             

Maunday 
Thursday 

13th 

  
7pm 

 
Holy Communion (CW1) at St. James’ Lode – Officiant Rev’d Sie Giles 

 
 

Good  
Friday  

14th  

 
 

10.00 

 
Family 
Service 

 
Rev’d  

Sue Giles 

 
C. Welton 

 
C. Welton 

    

 
7pm 

 
Reflection at Holy Trinity, Bottisham – Officiant Rev’d Sue Giles 

Easter 
Sunday 

16th 

 
 

09.30 

Holy  
Communion 

by  
Extension 

 
Rev’d  

Gina Radford 

 
G. Datson 

 
G. Datson 
A. Datson 

 
M. House 

 
C. Welton 

 
M. 

Woodroffe 

 
M. Roberts 

  
Sunday 

23rd 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP) at St Mary’s Swaffham Prior – Officiant: Rev’d Sue Giles 

10.00 Benefice All Age Service at St James’ Lode – Officiant: Rev’d Sue Giles 

Sunday 
30th 

09.30 Village  
Communion 

 
Rev’d Sue Giles 

 
J. Rice 

 
J. Rice 

 
A. Friday 

 
L. Friday 

 
L. Collison 

 
A. Datson 
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New normal ...!’ 
 
We have now completed the Alpha course at RENEW 
and are looking forward to what our Sunday gatherings 
will look like ongoing as we build on the depth of 
relationship with one another that has developed as 
well as our deeper understanding of God and the good 
news of the Christian faith.  

We have enjoyed eating together each week and 
having the opportunity to discuss and reflect on the 
messages presented through the Alpha film series. 
Eating and reflecting together will continue as part of 
our RENEW worship services. Each Sunday from 
10.10am we will have tea, coffee, juice, croissants and 
pastries available and time to catch up on the events of 
the week with each other before the service starts at 
10.30am. 

Our services include times of singing, praying, sharing 
good news, preaching, reflecting on and applying the 
message to our own lives.  

This month would be a great month to join us for 
worship as we discover our ‘new normal’ as a 
worshipping community; it will be ‘new’ and ‘fresh’ for 
us all!. Why not come to celebrate Easter Sunday with 
us on the 16th? Consider this your personal invitation! 

“I pass on to you the message I have received and 
believe to be of first importance: Jesus died for our 
sins, he was buried, was raised on the third day, and 
appeared to hundreds of people before ascending to 
heaven - just like the scriptures say.” (1 Corinthians 
15.3-8 ) 

Your response to the question, ‘Who is Jesus?’, is the 
most important response of your life. May I humbly 
urge you to explore the life and claims of Jesus, to 
consider the evidence. 

Also this month, after Easter Sunday, we are likely to 
have a service of believer’s baptism. Several people 
are considering being baptised as believers in Jesus 
Christ, having received His love and forgiveness and 
committing their lives to following Him. This would be a 
great service to be part of - check our website or 
contact me for confirmation of the date. 

 

RENEW Church Services in April 2017. 
We have activities for children and young people at all 

our morning services. 

A crèche is available if required.  All are welcome. 

Please note the change of timings for our Morning 
Worship. We will meet from 10.10 for refreshments 

and chat, before beginning our service at 10.30. 

 

Sunday 2nd April. Morning Worship. 10.30am   
(Bottisham Primary School)    

Sunday 9th April. Morning Worship. 10.30am   
(Bottisham Primary School)   
Followed by shared lunch  

Sunday 9th April.   Evening Worship.  6.20pm .  
(at Lode Chapel) 

Sunday 16th April. Celebrate Easter! 10.30am   
(Bottisham Primary School)    

Sunday 23rd April. Morning Worship. 10.30am  
(Bottisham Primary School)    

Sunday 23rd April.  Evening Worship. 6.20pm   
(at Lode Chapel) 

Sunday 30th April.  Morning Worship.  10.30am.  
(Bottisham Primary School) 

 

For more information about any of the activities of  
RENEW Church please contact: 

Rev. Alan Brand on 01223 812558.   

Email: alanbrand77@icloud.com 
Or visit our website at  www.renewchurch.org.uk  

 
 
 
 

Sunday 9.00am Kirtling and 10.30am Newmarket 

Roman Catholic Services 
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        Bo sham Village College  
                    Adult Learning         

   

Saturday Workshops - 20th May 
Bread Making 

Fun with Flowers 
Illustration for Beginners 

Stained Glass 
Vegetarian Indian Cookery 

Willow Weaving – Cut Flower Baskets 
(Most workshops run from 10.00 - 4.00) 

 
New Courses for the Summer Term 

(from 25th April) 
British Sign Language (Evening)/* 

Food for Summer Entertaining (Evening) 
Introduction to Counselling (Evening) 

Our full programme can be found on our website,  

 together with enrolment informa on: 

 www.bo shamvc.org/adultlearning Tel: 01223 811372  

 email: adultlearning@bo shamvc.org 
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LlamaDrama presents Cinderella     

LlamaDrama’s next show will be the most popular 
panto of all, Cinderella, and we are looking for actors 

of all ages, but particularly adults.  
 

We shall be holding auditions on THURSDAY 13th April and TUESDAY 18th April, this year, in the Fulbourn 
Centre, Home End, Fulbourn, CB21 5BS at 7.30pm (in the Meeting Room – there will be signs to direct you once in 
The Fulbourn Centre).   

Performances will take place on Saturday 6th and Saturday 13th January 2018, in The Townley Hall (part of The 
Fulbourn Centre), with matinée and evening performances on both of those days (ie 4 performances in total).  The 
large bar in the Fulbourn Centre can provide snacks or meals if you would like refreshments between shows. 

We hope to cast adults for the main parts but we have plenty for the younger ones to do as we are adding scenes/
characters to make it interesting for the youngsters.  

Once the panto is cast in April, we shall not start the main rehearsals until THURSDAY 31st August, so that you 
can enjoy your summer holidays (and try to learn your lines!), except for the odd rehearsal (to suit the actors) on the 
stage in the Townley Hall on a Sunday afternoon to keep people’s interest and to get used to the stage.  Normal 
rehearsals will take place every THURSDAY (apart from a couple of Thursdays) in the Meeting Room, at 7.30pm.  
After Christmas, there will be one or two more rehearsals and then the performances, as mentioned above.  The 
Director is Andrew Clark. 

List of characters required: Cinderella (of course! - sweet and lovely), Buttons (Cinders’ friend and a ‘good guy’), 
the Wicked Stepmother (horrible and a bully), 2 Ugly Sisters – 2 men required (downright ghastly!), Prince 
Charming (a bit ‘wet’ but incredibly handsome) and his pal, Dandini (a ‘cool dude’), the Queen (strong minded but 
quite nice, really), the King (off his rocker), Fairy Godmother (likes a tipple), ‘Cat’ (conniving but basically a good 
moggie), various animals, the Herald (likes to blow his own trumpet a lot), guests at the Ball, singing/dancing/
variety acts for a Britain’s Got Talent section (mostly good, one appallingly bad), other citizens of the Kingdom in 
various scenes (and other characters to be written in, as mentioned above).  Some singing is required for some 
parts, especially for the Prince and Cinderella. 

So, come along in April and look forward to a great show!  Any queries etc, please don’t hesitate to email Carole 
Ransom (the Producer) at: carole.ransom7@googlemail.com, 

tel. 01354 694782 or text/phone 07720 816714.   

We hope to see many of you there!  

Hunts Forum of Voluntary Organisations  
 
Hunts Forum and Cambridge CVS (part of Support Cambridgeshire), are here to assist any 
voluntary, community or Charitable organisation 
operating in Cambridgeshire.  This help can be 
assistance with: 
 finding funding; 
 acting as a critical friend – looking through 
funding applications; 
 advice and information on DBS checks for 
example; 
 setting up your group; 
 networking events where you can meet other  
like-minded organisations; 
 training on subjects such as Safeguarding or First Aid; 
 the creation of your Policies and Procedures such as a Constitution  
 

If you would like some support please contact us where we will be happy to assist. 
Angela Haylock, Development OfficerDirect tel: 01480 420604 Mobile:  07809 214895  
" Information, guidance and support to help voluntary  and community organisations set up, develop and grow" 
 

www.huntsforum.org.uk 
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If you have any offers or wants, please contact me by the 14th of each month by phone  (01223 813362), e-mail 
(jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk) or drop a note through the letter box (23 Longmeadow).  Please let me know if you 
would like anything repeating in subsequent issues. Everything is free and nothing is expected in return.  Please 
can you contact the offers after the 1st of the month to make it a little fairer. 

Freecycle 

 

Bus Timetables from 1 January 2017 

Cambridge to Swaffham Bulbeck to Newmarket (Bus Service No:10) 
Cambridge 
Drummer 

Street 
Bus Station 

 

06.45 

 

07.45 

 

08.15 

 

09.15 

 

10.15 

 

11.15 

 

12.15 

 

13.15 

 

14.15 

 

15.15 

 

16.55 

 

17.55 

Swaffham 
Bulbeck 

Black Horse 

 

07.16 

 

08.16 

 

08.49 

 

09.46 

 

10.49 

 

11.46 

 

12.49 

 

13.46 

 

14.49 

 

15.46 

 

17.29 

 

18.26 

Newmarket 
Guineas Bus 

Station 
08.05 09.05 09.35 10.35 11.35 12.35 13.35 14.35 15.35 16.35 18.25 

 

 

 

18.55 

 

19.26 

 

Newmarket to Swaffham Bulbeck to Cambridge (Bus Service No:10) 
Newmarket 

Guineas  
Bus Station 

 

 

 

06.56 

 

08.16 

 

09.16 

 

10.16 

 

11.16 

 

12.16 

 

13.16 

 

14.16 

 

15.16 

 

16.16 

Swaffham 
Bulbeck 

Black Horse 

 

07.18 

 

07.45 

 

09.08 

 

10.05 

 

11.08 

 

12.05 

 

13.08 

 

14.05 

 

15.08 

 

16.08 

 

17.08 

Cambridge 
Drummer 

Street  
Bus Station 

 

08.07 

 

08.37 

 

09.47 

 

10.47 

 

11.47 

 

12.47 

 

13.47 

 

14.47 

 

15.47 

 

16.47 

 

17.47 

 

06.48 

 

07.27 

 

17.16 

 

18.08 

 

18.47 

Offered Wanted Contact 

Gents bike (good condition).   Jill Brown 
01223 813810 

IKEA babies high chair (almost new); large 
quantity of bamboo canes. 

  Mike 
01223 811606 

Large single glazed caravan window; slimline 
plastic water butt; mattress topper (long dou-
ble) barely used; bouncy red cow; double 
trike; toddler garden chair; toddler red wheel-
barrow; plastic/wood child's spade. 

  Clare/Steve 
01223 811693 

Plastic plant pots, various sizes; Desktop 
computer without hard drive, 64-bit, 4GB 
memory, processor Intel Core 2 Quad CPU 
@ 2.4 GHz; will boot from external drive, e.g. 
USB. 

  Bob or Nicky, 
01223 813592 

A couple of children’s cycle helmets (used 
but not crashed in!)  - differing sizes. 

  Jun/Andy 
01223 813362 

  Clean, empty egg boxes; Wicker shopping 
trolley basket. 

Janet 
07833 960678 

  Wire hanging baskets. Fibre (not plastic!) wall 
plugs (rawlplugs), sizes no. 8 or no. 10. 

Bob or Nicky, 
01223 813592 

  Stepladder of any kind. Rosie 
07814 095612 

  Your old light fittings, brown Bakelite switch-
es, iron conduit and switches, bulb holders 
and holders. Sheets and bits of bakelite.  
Postcard rack (carousel if possible). 

George 
07895 064727. 

  Any solid wood doors (internal or external); 
Unwanted pillow cases (preferably plain). 

Jun/Andy 
01223 813362 
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Weekly Offers  

	

	

	

		
01223	‐	811366	

www.theblackhorseswaf hambulbeck.co.uk	

	

Bray Installations 
For all your home improvements 

(Kitchen fitting, all carpentry, building 
works extensions and conversions) 

however big or small.  
i.bray28@gmail.com 

07412009901 

Place your Advertisement here? 

Contact Business Manager  

Christopher Welton 

Email: advertising@bulbeckbeacon.org 
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WANTED 
POLITE, LOCAL BUSINESS EST. 

25 YEARS 
IS LOOKING TO BUY THE  

FOLLOWING: 

  Polite & confidential service.  
Good prices paid. Please call:  
Steve Durrant 01638 507037  

or 07740 591194 

 Furniture 

 Quality Jewellery  and Costume Jewellery 

 Collectable  

 China, glass, ceramics 

 Old Toys 

 Silver, silver plate, old copper and brass 

 Militaria  - uniforms, medals and weapons 

 Old tools 

 Old garden ornaments 

 Anything considered 

Green Wood Tree  Surgery 

 

 

 

www.greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk  

info@greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk  

30 Prickwillow Road, Isleham,  
Ely, Cambridgeshire, CB7 5RQ 

 

 

 

 

New uPVC windows and doors  
supplied and fitted 

All uPVC window and door repairs 
(locks, handles, hinges, mechanisms) 

All glass and glazing repairs 

uPVC cladding and guttering supplied 
and fitted 

Local company with over 20 years of  

experience, FENSA registered 

01223 813140 

07855 434141 

office@dhwindowdoors.com 
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PREMIER INVESTMENT  
MANAGEMENT SERVICES LTD 

 
INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT ADVISERS 

Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

  Specialist in ISAs, PEP/ISA transfers,  
Unit Trusts and Investment Portfolios 

 To arrange a free consultation ring 01223 882422 or email 
pims@globalnet.co.uk or via www.pims-uk.com 

Hilary’s Cottage 
16 Cage Hill Swaffham Prior 

Self Catering Holiday Cottage 
Available for your guests 

 
Tel: 01638 741926 (Hilary) 

 

Or for information 
www.hilary’scottage.co.uk 

 

 

Commercial and Domestic 
 Interior and Exterior Work  

 

82 Longmeadow, Lode, Cambridge, CB25 9HA  
Tel: 01223 812920  

duncanfreeman@hotmail.co.uk  

Paul Braybrooke 
 

OIL FIRED BOILER ENGINEER 
Boiler servicing 

Boiler breakdowns 
Oil Tank replacement 

 

Tel: 01353 777788 
Mob: 07946 735691 

Oftec registered 

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP 
ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT 

N.C.S. 

 

90%  CHIMNEYS DON’T NEED SCAFFOLDING 

*10% DISCOUNT 
FOR  ALL WORK!! 

BIRDS NESTS REMOVED 
OIL & GAS BOILERS  
SOLID FUEL 

STOVE FITTED 
SMOKE PRESSURE TEST 
INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS 
FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED 

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL ME ON 
07824727277. (01638)662760 OR E-MAIL: 
NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK 

*Send text or e-mail, and recieve 10% discount. Answers 
within an hour.Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks 

Public liability insurance  
Competitive Prices  
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ROTHWELL’S  

CARPET CLEANING 
High pressure hot water extraction 
Established since 1993, and local 

We lift and move all furniture 
Only pay if and when satisfied—no quibble 

 
 

For a firm, fully inclusive price, phone 
Max Campbell  

01223 832 928     07711  675 613 

 BOTTISHAM 
SCHOOL  

OF  
MOTORING 

All qualified instructors with extremely high  
first-time pass rate 

01223 811556 

Andy Pumfrey 
Painter and Decorator 

 

A courteous, polite and considerate service at all times 

 

Please call to discuss your requirements 

Tel: 01638 741376  Mob: 07880 625159 
 

10 High Street, Swaffham Prior CB25 0LD 

 

HARRISON HEATING 
Plumbing and Heating 

Free estimates given 
Gas boiler and Gas fire servicing 

Gas Safe Registered 
 

7 Ness Road, Burwell, Cambs CB25 0AA 
Tel: 01638 742873 and Mobile: 07932 773515 

E-mail:nigel.harrison@ntlworld.com 

FENWAY TELEVISION 
345 Exeter Road, Newmarket CB8 8HT 

01638 663134 

E-mail: service.fenway@btinternet.com 
Sales, rental, service 

TV, VIDEO, HIFI AND DOMESTIC  
APPLIANCES 

TV/FM aerial installations 

JEFFREY D. WICK 

PAINTER/DECORATOR 

Interior/Exterior 
30 years experience 

Free estimates/OAP Discount 
Reliable and professional service 

Phone : 01223 813762 
Mobile: 07788 165676 

11 Heath Road, Swaffham Bulbeck,  
Cambridge CB25 OLS 

Chris Downing 
Interior and Exterior Painting 

 

Honest, reliable and very reasonably  
priced service 

 

Please contact me for a prompt, free estimate 
Call 01638 743036 or 07949 735047 

Email: downingcaj@gmail.com 

If you use us you’ll recommend us 
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JANE NEWBURY A.I.S.T.D.(C.B) 
                   Ex Royal Ballet 

   SCHOOL of DANCING 
            Dance classes in Swaffham Bulbeck  

School Hall 
 
Mondays      Wednesdays 
 
Nursery Movement 3.00-3.30pm    Dance Club for Teenagers   
Junior Ballet  3.45-4.15pm    6.00-7.30pm 
Junior Tap  4.15-4.45pm   
Intermediate Ballet 4.45-5.15pm    email :  
Senior Tap  5.15-5.45pm    jane@newburydance.co.uk 
Senior Ballet  5.45-6.30pm      
Ladies Ballet  6.30-7.30pm     Tel. No.  01223 812154 
 

Visit the website :-    www.newburydance.co.uk 

ACB Electrical Services 
  Electrical contractors 

 
 

NICEIC Domestic Installer Approved   
Electrician 

Andrew Byford 
Swaffham Bulbeck 

25 years experience 
Part P Building Regulations compliant 

Free quotations and advice 
     Tel: 0777 333 7440 

 E Mail: acbelectricalservices@googlemail.com 

SN  Handyman Services 
A friendly and reliable service for all your general home 

and garden maintenance. 
*Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior  

*Garden Maintenance *Tiling & Glass Splashbacks  
*Gutters Cleared & Repaired *Power Washing Patios   

*Sealant  Replacement (bathroom/kitchen)  
*Curtain Poles and Blinds *Flat Pack Furniture (assembly) 

*Shelf Fitting *Small Glazing *Conservatory Cleaning  
*and more........ 

Free estimates & advice given on all work/ 
References available  

Please call Steven Newton 07713859712 / 01223 813 701   
Email: newton73@hotmail.co.uk 

Bay Tree Cottage 74 High St. Swaffham Bulbeck 
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 GOLD TRAINING AND COUNSELLING    
SERVICES LTD. 

IAN WOODROFFE 
British Association of Counselling accredited UK 

Independent Registered Counsellor 
Individual Counselling, Couple  

Counselling and Supervision 
Telephone 07968 836645 

PEST CONTROL SERVICES 
RABBITS, RATS, MICE, MOLES, 

WASPS & INSECTS,  

And Cluster Flies in Loft Areas 
CONTACT R. DANIELS 

PHONE: 01223 290570 
MOBILE: 07773 682 676 

BED AND BREAKFAST 
THE MEADOW HOUSE 

2A High Street, Burwell, Cambridge CB25 0HB 

 

 

Brian and Hilary Marsh 
Tel: 01638 741926    Fax: 01638 741861 
Website: www.themeadowhouse.co.uk 

En suite rooms available with colour TV and tea-making facilities 

Large car park and grounds 

Family rooms, children welcome 

Open all year 

Fire certificate/No smoking 

English Tourist Board 4 Diamonds 

R. BRISTLEY 
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET, CB8 0EX 

SANICLEAN 
Drain and Plumbing Services 

Drains Unblocked fast          Toilets, Baths & Sinks 
Guttering & Downpipes        Drain Repairs and Reports 

High Pressure Water Jetting       CCTV Surveys 
                       All Works Guaranteed  

 

             01638 662439 
                     Mobile: 07970 038404 

Est. 1974 

Sam Weaver 
 
  
                     SW Carpentry   
 General Carpentry and Home Improvements 

24 Vicarage Close 
Swaffham Bulbeck 
Cambridge 
CB25 OLY 
Tel: 01223 813866 / Mob: 07976535451  
e-mail: sw_carpentry@yahoo.co.uk  
All Jobs Undertaken / Free Estimates 

N and G Marsh of Burwell - Engineers 
For all your metalwork requirements 

 

 Welding Services   Mower Repairs 
 Handrails    Tow bars 
 Security Bars    Metal Railings 
 Gates     RSJs Supplied 

 
Services to the Building Industry 

Tractors & Agricultural Machinery 
Repaired 

Tel: 01638 741354 or 01638 741926 
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 Mead Construction 
(Cambridge) Ltd 

Liberty Barns, Heath Road,  
Swaffham Prior, Cambridge CB25 0LA 

   
 Driveways  Paths 
 Drainage  Concrete 
 Civil Engineering Drop Crossings 
We also provide JCB’s, large plant, and small tools for 

hire. 
We supply and deliver muck-aways and Aggregates in 

any size load 
For all enquiries and free estimates please phone  

01638 742463 

R. Bristley 
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET 

CB8 0EX 
 

Brush Electric Sweep * All chimneys swept 
Solid fuel, oil & gas * Cowls, nets and pots fitted 

Stoves repaired and serviced * Carpets cleaned 
Competitive prices * Very clean 

Family Business 
Public Liability Insurance 

 

01638 662439 
   Mobile: 07970 038404                  

Est. 1974 

Contact us:  
07595 997206 
01223 813494 
info@pettimepetcare.co.uk 
www.pettime-petcare.co.uk 

Doggy day-care (crèche) 
Dog and small animal home boarding 
Dog walking 
Cat, dog and small animal feeding visits 
House and pet sitting 
Pet taxi 
All animals from hamsters to horses cared for just 
as you would want. 
Fully insured, first aid trained and police-checked 
staff.  

 ANGLIA GAS &  
  ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Sales – Service – Repairs – Installation  
LPG/Propane Gas Specialist   No.150846 

 
NG/LPG Gas Boiler/Central Heating Systems 
NG/LPG Gas Appliances/Dual Fuel Appliances 
Nat Gas/LPG Landlord safety Checks 
NG/LPG Residential Park Homes/Caravans 
Electrical Appliances/Portable Appliances Testing 
Essential Electrical/Plumbing Maintenance 

Contact: Jim Perry Phone/Fax: 01638 741432 
           Mobile: 07768 856456  

E-mail: jimperryages@ntlworld.com 



 

32                                                                                                                                                Bulbeck Beacon April 2017            

 



SWAFFHAM BULBECK VILLAGE DIARY 2017 

MONTH 

 

DATE 

 

EVENT 

 

ORGANISER 

April  

2nd 
Quiz Night 

at the Black Horse pub at 8.00pm 
Black Horse 

18th Downing Court Lunch at 12 noon 
Downing Court Lunch 

Club 

6th 
Twilight in  Gutter Bridge Wood 

7.00 - 9.30pm 
Bat detecting and Moth identification 

Forest School and  

National Trust 

May  

19th 
Quiz Night 

7.30pm in the School Hall 

Swaffham Bulbeck 

Primary School  PSA 

June  

14th -17th 

SBST performances of “Princess Ida”  
by Gilbert & Sullivan  

  7.30pm 14th-17th June, and  
2.30pm 17th June 

Swaffham  

Bulbeck Summer 

Theatre 

21st  

Owner’s Enclosure” at Martin House  
If you would like to be an owner of a “racehorse” for 

the “Church Steeplechase” or “The Denny Grand Na-
tional”, races to be run at the Street Market on the 1st 
July, do come along on 21st June to Martin House to 

pay your fee and choose your “racehorse”. 

Sue Romero and  
Brian Wegg 

July 1st  

 
Swaffham Bulbeck Street Market  

11am - 4pm 
 

Church 

October 14th  

Bridge Drive, School Hall  
2 – 5pm including Afternoon Tea and Raffle.  

Tickets £8.00.  To book please telephone  
Anne Datson 01223 812395. 

Anne Datson 

November 18th 
Safari Supper - 7.00pm,  

Tickets from Anne Datson tel 812395  
Anne Datson 

December  

2nd 

“Christmas Fair at The Old Rectory”  
10.30am and 3pm with Mulled Wine and Mincepies.  

Christmas decorations gifts, freezer food.   
Proceeds to Karakukere Water Project/St. Mary's 

Lucinda and  

Christopher Collison 

17th 
Carol Service with Orchestra and Choir –  

Mulled wine and soft drinks  
plus stollen, biscuits and mincepies  

Church 



 

Frogs spawning in a garden pond off the High Street on 12
th
 March 2017  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP DELIVER  

THE BULBECK BEACON  
 

If you have any spare time at the end of each month to help deliver the Bulbeck Beacons we 

would love to hear from you.  You would have a designated area of the village and could do 

it at a time to suit you, preferably so everyone can receive it by the 1st of each month. 

Currently the 2 places where we need people to deliver are: 

Quarry Lane  

and 

Downing Court 

If you would like to help please contact Penny Irwin 

Tel: 01223 812201 

E-mail: pennyirwin@btopenworld.com 
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