


 
Emergency Services   

 FIRE, or POLICE or medical emergency, only 
POLICE Customer Services Centre (for suspicious incidents, crimes, etc.) 
NHS Helpline (non-emergency care and out of hours service)  
MINICOM (for deaf and hard of hearing)                           
RNID TypeTalk (for deaf, blind and speech impaired)   
Police Anti-social behaviour co-ordinator                        Brian Tully  
Electricity power cut   
 

999 
101 
111 
01480 422493 
0800 515152 
01353 656641 
0800 7838838  

Neighbourhood Watch   

 East Cambs (Secretary)                     
Quarry Lane                                                                  
Park End 
 

Kevin Evans 
Lisa Foreman  
Robin Sewell  

01353 614892 
01223 813062 
01223 811632 

Local Councils    

  Cambridgeshire County Councillor              
 East Cambridgeshire District Councillor 
 

 Mr David Brown 
 Mr Allen Alderson 

01638 743283 
01638 741744 

Parish Council contacts   

 

Parish Clerk 
Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
 

Diane Bayliss 
Ian Woodroffe 
Mary Smith 
Kay Ballard 
Lynn Reed  
Gordon Reid  
Sue Romero 
Robin Sewell 
Bill Wicksteed                      

07562 669198 
01223 811255  
01223 812025 
01223 812249 
01223 811777 
01223 811245 
01223 813635 
01223 811632 
01223 811414 

Local Services  
       St. Mary’s Church:  

  

 

      Reverend Sue Giles (suethevic@btinternet.com)  
      Churchwardens:   
 
Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School (Head Teacher):               
               Parent Staff Association (Chair):                     
Bottisham Village College:  Main Reception                                                                                            
           Adult Education        
Dentist at Bottisham         
Doctors: Bottisham Surgery  
               Burwell Surgery    
Sanctuary Housing Association                                             
Community Room Hire (Downing Court)   
Women’s Institute (President)   
Relief-in-Need Charity (Clerk)    
Public transport information line  
Dial-a-Ride 
Swaffhams Cricket Club                                      
Mitchell Lodge Bowls Club (Secretary)   
 

  
Christopher Welton                                                                                          
Peter Goldsmith    
Lisa Fish   
Toni Rogers     
 
 
 
 
 
Freephone  
 
Mrs P. Cook   
Mrs C. Ling   
 
 
James Aldridge  
Mr M. Beeton  

01223 812726 
01223 811501 
01223 812525 
01223 811595 
01223 813720 
01223 811250 
01223 811372 
01223 811844 
01223 810030 
01638 741234 
0800131 3348  
0800131 3348 
01638 742224 
01223 813885 
08712 002233 
01638 664304 
01223 811798 
01223 234123 

Useful Websites   

 Swaffham Bulbeck Village (Parish Council) website               www.swaffhambulbeckpc.org.  

Local  Directory 

Cover Picture: “Snowdrops” by Martin Rushworth 
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I always enjoy this time of year, 

although we have had colder days, the 

evenings are noticeably lighter and it’s 

daylight when I go and lock the Church 

at 5:00pm. 

As you will know Beacon editors undertake their duties 

once a quarter, which means that three months have 

gone by since the first stage of installation of our brand 

new Zebra Crossing.  Back in January I was thinking 

that its opening was only days away, however since 

then an unbelievable amount of different contractors 

have been involved and as I write this the crossing is 

still not in use. The rest of the country now seems to 

“work smarter” but not the highway authorities it seems! 

This month we offer you a picture of our sadly defeated 

Boxing Day hockey team (better luck next year chaps) 

and a letter of thanks from MAGPAS for the donation 

that was made following the match.  Thank goodness 

that their services were not needed this time! 

Angela Roebuck is keen to recruit more voices for 

Swaffham Bulbeck Summer Theatre’s 2017 production 

of Princess Ida (please see page 6 for details). On a 

wider scale Ian Woodroffe has written a thought 

provoking article about some disturbing events 

happening in America (see page 9). 

For a number of reasons, we have changed our web 

hosting arrangements, please note and use these in 

the future. 

(Normal copy) editor@bulbeckbeacon.org 

(Advertising)   advertising@bulbeckbeacon.org 

(Web link to all previous copies of the magazine) 

www.bulbeckbeacon.org 

Enjoy the spring 

Christopher Welton 

The Editor for the April edition will be  

Robin Sewell  
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Editorial 

 

ALL ITEMS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE ARE REQUIRED BY 16th OF EACH MONTH 

PLEASE SEND TO THE EDITOR at : editor@bulbeckbeacon.org  

 

Contributions are preferred in electronic form but if this is not possible please deliver “hard copy” to the  

Editor for the next month whose name is at the bottom of the Editorial. 
 

 

Editors’ Telephone Numbers (all 01223) 

Robin Sewell (811632) · Sylvia Thomson (811770) · Christopher Welton (811501) 

Copy Designers: Penny Irwin · Mary Smith. Photographer: Martin Rushworth 
 

 

Please e-mail advertisements to: advertising@bulbeckbeacon.org  after consultation with 

Business Manager: Christopher Welton. 

Providence Place, 93 High Street. Swaffham Bulbeck CB25 0LX (01223 811501) 

 
 

The cost of producing this magazine is reimbursed mainly by the advertisers, but in no small way from generous  

donations received from readers.  

 

All financial and advertising enquiries should be addressed to Christopher Welton. 

Contents 

 

mailto:editor@bulbeckbeacon.org.uk
mailto:advertising@bulbeckbeacon.org.uk
mailto:advertising@bulbeckbeacon.org.uk
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Swaffham Bulbeck Parish Council update 

The Parish Council normally meets on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm. 

Meetings are currently being held in the school. Members of the public are invited 

to attend the meetings and 10 minutes is set aside each month for public question 

time. The next meeting will be on Tuesday 7th March at 7.30pm.  Full copies of the 

minutes are available on the Website, the Notice Board and from the Parish Clerk 

at swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com 

There is still a vacancy on the Parish Council. Interested parties should 

contact the Clerk to the Council. 

 

In the last month you have been invited to respond to 

two consultations.  

One from East Cambs District Council on the local plan 

and one from the Parish Council on the draft first 

chapter of an updated Village Plan. 

Elsewhere in this Beacon there is a table that shows 

the response from the community of Swaffham Bulbeck 

to the consultation on the Village Plan draft chapter. 

The Parish Council agreed to use important material 

from the document to be principles on development 

within the Parish.  

Those principles are: 

 Development within the gateways  

 Maintaining Green belt and conservation area 

 Maintaining the corridors of open space. 

 The detailed context of building materials and 

the commitment to sustainability and zero 

carbon technology where at all possible, 

The chapter on Village Form was a great contribution 

to the debate about development within the village.  

Thanks are expressed to the village form working party 

for their hard work, some of which saved the parish 

expenses. 

Thanks are also expressed to George Ballard for the 

printing. 

Work continues to bring together the reports of all the 

working parties to produce a village plan that will be 

available for consultation when the work is completed. 

Ian Woodroffe  
 

County Council Report January 2017 

Consultations 

District Council Report January 2017  

 

New Ely Cinema 

During January, we had a site visit of the new 6 screen 

cinema on the Ely bypass. It is nearing completion but 

will not open until the A142 underpass is completed, 

which should be this Spring. The underpass will enable 

cyclists and pedestrians access to the site without the 

need to cross the A142. 

Also in January, I attended a full council meeting, a 

Commercial Services Committee meeting, and a 

budget seminar meeting. 

I have recently inspected all of the 16 kerbside grit salt 

bins in the ward. They were all full or mainly full. The 

bins are for our residents to keep the roads clear of ice. 

I am working to solve problems that two local residents 

have with Sanctuary Housing. My efforts aren’t helped 

by the fact that very often their case officer leaves the 

company and the case is put back on the shelf to be 

dealt with by someone else. Sanctuary Housing 

certainly needs to sharpen up their act. The big issue 

this next year should be affordable housing, with the 

emphasis being on Community Land Trust Housing – 

local houses for local people 

Allen Alderson 

 

 

General Purposes Committee met to discuss the 

proposed Business Plan/Budget for the next four years. 

The political groups at the County Council came to the 

meeting with their stance on Council Tax rates for 

2017/18 clearly defined: 

    Labour – 3% increase on Council Tax and 2% 
 increase for Adult Social Care; 

     Liberal Democrat – 2% on Council Tax and 2%     
 for Adult Social Care; 

    Conservative – 0% on Council Tax and 2% for 
 Adult Social Care; 
 UKIP – 0% on Council Tax and 0% for Adult 

Social Care. 

After a long, and at times heated, debate no agreement 

was reached on a budget paper to be presented to Full 

Council.  

Full Council meets on 14
th
 February to debate the 

Budget and Business Plan. With no agreed plan to 

present to Council I am expecting that the meeting will 

exceed the 12 hours it took to agree a balanced budget 

at the 2016 meeting. 

 David Brown 

mailto:swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com


 

 

Bulbeck Beacon March 2017                                                                                                                  3 

Dear Editor 

The Final Chapter.    

 On the 6th of Feb. Rose (Hardwicke) now Chatfield, 

took on an other battle, to live,  this time she lost,  she 

ran out of blood, and when your tank is empty you 

cannot go any further, but boy did she try.  From doing 

well up to 4th.Feb. something happened to stop her 

planning a short break to sunnier places, where she 

has ended up was definitely not in her travel plans, 

but I am sure she is having a laugh with everyone up 

there, because its in her nature, I don't know anyone 

around here or in her native Ipswich that disliked her.  

She was well known for her short temper, which,  

quickly evaporated on  smashing a few cups and 

plates, she always laughed when I reminded her, it 

would take her hours to glue them all together 

again.  We would then make a hurried trip to THING 

ME BOBS in Newmarket to restock our cupboards 

with WHOLE plates and cups. Rose told the staff why 

we often bought crockery there, she said the plates 

would not have got broken if I had stood still, they all 

laughed, they are a great bunch of ladies. Rose 

became great friends with all of them. It started after 

Rose’s first cancer operation, which left her with 

uncontrollable wind. Being embarrassed, Rose went 

straight to the till staff, asked if it was ok to shop there, 

Swaffham Bulbeck Village Plan 2004 is being reviewed by groups of village residents. The draft Section on Village 

Form (shape, structure and layout of the village) was prepared by a small group of residents and recently 

made available for your comments. The document can be found at www.swaffhambulbeckpc.org.uk  

Key comments from respondents are set out below. 

There were 9 respondents in total. 

Responses from number of households in the village approximately  2% 

Responses from number of adults in the village approximately   1.3% 

 

Letter to the Editor 

Consultation on Swaffham Bulbeck Draft Village Plan 2016 

Category of response Number of 
comments 

Overall appreciation of document presentation with maps 
  

3 

Potential impact on respondent’s property: proximity; pollution (noise, light, rubbish); 
water pressure; voltage drop; views; lack of sunlight 
  

4 

Text changes: judgements; factual accuracy; clarification 

  
2 

Challenges: changes to size and shape of call for sites submitted by landowners to ECDC; 
landowners unaware of proposals for development of their land;  and no criteria given for 
additional selected sites 
  

1 

Implications for wider consideration: transport and traffic 
  

2 

Agreement on 3 core assumptions: corridors of open space; gateways; protection of con-
servation areas and green belt 

6 

  

General support for the whole document  
 
Request to be adopted by the Parish Council in its present form 

  
Could be supported/ adopted by the Parish Council with amendments/additions 
  

2 

  
2 

  
2 

Specific  support expressed for housing development in the village 

  
1 

Other comments beyond the Draft Village Form document 
  

1 

http://www.swaffhambulbeckpc.org.uk
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they roared with laughter, and told her to take as long 

as she wanted, one member of staff walked around 

with us, but not to help her, but to have a huge laugh 

when Rose caused the other shoppers to flee, - but to 

top it all,  I kept getting the blame. 

Alas those days are now gone, the final episode will be 

played out in the church on Feb. 27th. or 28th. at about 

midday,  then a short walk to the cemetery. Rose used 

to love digging, but this wasn't the digging she had in 

mind, then she wanted to have her wake at the Black 

Horse, all are welcome. Do as Rose did,  and enjoy 

your life.  I would like to thank all the doctors, nurses, 

and all the other staff for becoming her friends during 

her stay at the ARTHUR RANK Hospice at Shelford 

Bottom, and all the doctors and nurses at Bottisham 

surgery. Nothing was ever too much trouble for them, 

and I thank everyone for being her friend.  PS. if you 

want to brighten your day, pop into Thing me Bobs and 

ask them for some stories about Rose, you will smile 

for the rest of the day, THAT, ROSE WOULD LOVE.   

The end. 

Barry Chatfield 

 

Thanks to all who attended our 3
rd

 Annual Library Quiz 

held at the Royal British Legion. We are grateful to Bill 

Sunner from Bottisham Stores who donated 2 raffle 

prizes and the 6 bottles of wine as prizes for the 

winning team. We are grateful too to Carole and Ian 

Faulkner who set  and asked the questions and to Jeff 

Kempster who arranged the Music Round. The 

committee  and volunteers worked hard to provide an 

excellent Ploughman's at the interval.  

We raised  £500 which will be used to partly pay our 

recharge to the College 

A reminder that we now have jigsaw puzzles at the 

Library available to borrow free of charge.  Donations 

of puzzles are welcome to get the scheme started. 

Sylvia Overton 

 

Bottisham Community Library  

Association 

 

Swaffham Bulbeck Hockey Team 2016  

and thank you letter from MAGPAS 
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Come and Experience the Fun of Taking 

Part in a village production of  

Gilbert & Sullivan’s Comic Operettas! 

Chorus members are needed (especially men!). 

We are now in our 36
th
 year! Having experienced 3 

barns in Swaffham Bulbeck the Swaffham Bulbeck 

Summer Theatre now has an excellent venue at 

Downing Farm.  

Once again we have a strong line up of Principals for 

this year’s show: Princess Ida. Not as well known as 

some of the shows however it is  full   of  comedy  and 

the  music  is some of the best Sullivan wrote for 

Gilbert’s words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Princess  Ida satirizes feminism, women's education 

(Girton College, Cambridge had just been open) and 

Darwinian evolution (Darwin has a strong link to this 

village), which were controversial topics in conservative 

Victorian England.   

Do come along and experience being in the chorus at 

one if our music rehearsals in the School Hall (ability to 

read music is not required!): 

7.30pm Thursday 23
rd

 February All 

7.30pm Thursday 2
nd

 March Ladies 

7.30pm Thursday 9
th
 March Men (Ladies join at 8.00pm) 

Further information from: Angela Roebuck 

01223 811722 

 

 

 

Swaffham Bulbeck Summer Theatre 

Pirates of Penzance 2016 

 

 

NURSERY PLACES AVAILABLE – our highly-regarded 

nursery provision has places available for children who 

are 3 or 4 years old. Our Wrens nursery class benefits 

from sharing the Early Years Centre with the Robins 

(reception), and are always very well-prepared for the 

start of their Reception year. Wrens attend from 9am to 

12pm each day, up to 5 mornings a week. Please 

contact the school office for more information or to 

arrange a tour of the Early Years Centre. 

 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED – we are always looking for  

volunteers to read with our children or help in class. 

Please contact the school office if you are interested. 

Regular volunteers will need to be DBS-checked. 

Thank you so much to those of you who have 

responded to our request for volunteers – we hope you 

enjoy helping in our school. 

This term we have also welcomed Mrs Weaver and Mrs 

Lea into school to provide maternity and sick leave 

cover. We are delighted to have them working with us 

as part of “Team SB”. 

Despite the cold weather, the upper half of the school is 

News from the School, February 2017 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satirize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_college
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Darwin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_era
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
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News from Bottisham Medical  

Practice Patients’ Group 

having regular outdoor PE, wrapped up warm in cosy 

tracksuits and sometimes hats and gloves. The younger 

children continue with regular forest school activities in 

our outdoor classroom behind the playground, allowing 

them to extend their learning with outdoor activities and 

group cooperative play. The whole school learned 

about how to keep safe on the internet as part of the 

UK Safer Internet Day.  

As usual we try to offer the children a range of extra-

curricular activities, even though we are a small school. 

As well as a wide range of music lessons (including 

violin, brass, woodwind, guitar, drums and piano), the 

school choir and gospel choir, we have weekly sports 

clubs covering Dance, Gymnastics, Archery and 

Multiskills. 

Our school disco took place in February. This is always 

one of the highlights of the childrens’ year, with cakes 

and refreshments provided by our hard-working PSA. 

Much dancing and eating of cakes raised £200 for 

Water Aid.  

The following week featured more cakes in our regular 

half-term cake sale, with of course a Valentine’s theme. 

Lots of heart-shaped biscuits and chocolate cupcakes 

were made and purchased, helping raise funds for a 

class set of iPads for the children.  

Amy Weatherup, Chair of Governors 

chair@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk 

School Office : 01223 811595 or       

office@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dispensary:  Easter Arrangements 2017:  Our 

Christmas arrangements seemed to work really well so 

we are repeating the process for our Easter break.  

Remember Easter is late this year April 14th and 17
th
, 

so please ensure that you request your repeat 

prescriptions in plenty of time. When ordering in March 

and April you can order two months’ worth if you are 

going away, so you have enough to cover you over the 

holiday period. It helps us greatly if you request all your 

items together and allow a little longer when ordering 

more than one month, 3 to 4 working days will be very 

helpful. If you are going away for longer we can only 

arrange a maximum of 3 months’ supply of medication. 

Please speak to dispensary staff who will help you with 

these arrangements. You don’t need to speak to a GP 

to order your medication. Also please remember to 

collect  your  medication  in  a  timely  manner, as 

space is limited!  Thank  you  for your  continued  help 

and support.  Beverley Weller-Lewis. Dispensary 

Manager. 

Home Visits: The Practice prefers to treat patients 

in the surgery where there are better facilities for 

examining and treating patients. Home visits are, 

therefore, only available for patients who are truly 

housebound because of illness or disability (where 

travel by car would cause deterioration in a patient’s 

condition or result in unacceptable pain or discomfort). 

They are also more often required for the terminally ill 

and the bedbound. Please remember that several 

patients can be seen in the practice in the time that it 

takes to make one home visit. If the problem is with 

transport then please contact the surgery for help as 

there is a patient car service.  

Equipment Amnesty: If you have any items of NHS 

equipment no longer in use, such as wheelchairs, 

crutches, sticks, hearing aids, commodes etc. please 

bring them to the surgery during opening hours.  If you 

are unable to transport such items then please contact 

reception. 

Community Nurses:  Following their move to multi-

disciplinary teams, we would wish to know if you 

experience any difficulties with the new way of working.  

If so then please let the surgery or our Chairman Steve 

Gilson on (01223 811021) know. 

Proposed Road Closure: We have been told that 

Tunbridge Lane will be closed from 5
th
 – 31

st
 March to 

allow road works between Rowley Gardens and Ancient 

Meadows.  There will be a marked detour to access the 

surgery via Swaffham Bulbeck.  Please allow extra time 

to get to your appointment. 

Patients’ Group: The Patients’ Group would be 

delighted to hear from you – please see the notice 

board in the waiting room for details, speak to the 

receptionist or look at the practice’s website for further 

information  http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/

ppg.aspx?p=D81055 and see what your Patients’ 

Group has achieved.  We would welcome help with 

running the group. 

Walks for Health:  The next walks with our 

accredited walk leader Steve Gilson starts at 11.00 am 

from the surgery car park on 3
rd

 and 15
th
 March,  7

th
 

and 19
th
  April 2017.   Do join Steve for a walk he would 

be delighted to see you. Anglesey Abbey walks 

continue on Thursdays at 10am from the reception 

area. 

AGM:  This will be held towards the end of April.  

Details to follow next month and will also be on the 

surgery notice board.  

Next Meeting: Patients’ Group will meet on 25 May 

2017 at 6.30pm at the surgery. 

                                                                            
Bottisham Patients’ Group 

 

 

 

 

mailto:chair@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:chair@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
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We are approaching the time of year when 

Churchwardens are elected to serve in 2017.It may be 

helpful for you to know what Churchwardens do and 

that most people in the Parish have the right to 

nominate and vote at the forthcoming meeting (see 

notice below).  

What do Churchwardens do and how are they 

elected? The office of Churchwarden is an ancient 

one. Churchwardens are the Bishop's representatives 

in a parish, and are responsible with the priest for the 

day-to-day functioning of a parish. The role is very 

varied but generally involves matters to do with church 

life, governance, buildings and worship. 

Churchwardens are elected each year and may stand 

for a number of years, although this does not have to 

be a great number of years. If anyone has any interest 

in gaining insight into the enabling and support of the 

church community please contact one of the current 

Churchwardens, Christopher (811501) or Peter 

(812525). 

When and how are Churchwardens chosen? 

Churchwardens are chosen annually by election at a 

Meeting of Parishioners called the Vestry meeting. This 

year it is taking place in church after our Easter Sunday 

service.(at approximately 10:40) The Meeting of 

Parishioners includes anyone on the Church Electoral 

Roll, plus anyone resident in the parish whose name is 

on the register of local government electors, whether or 

not such a person attends the parish church. A 

candidate for election as Churchwarden must be 

nominated and seconded in writing by two people who 

are entitled to vote at the meeting. Each nomination 

paper must also be signed by the candidate indicating 

a willingness to stand for election. 

Nomination papers must reach the parish priest, Rev’d 

Sue Giles, by midnight on Saturday 15 April. 

  
  

St Mary’s Parish Church  

Red2Green 

 

St Mary’s Parish Church – Notice of Annual Vestry Meeting 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Vestry Meeting will be held 

At: St Mary’s Church Swaffham Bulbeck 

On: Sunday 16 April 2017 at approx. 10:40 (Following the service of Holy Communion) 

Business 

1.       Apologies 

2.       To approve the minutes of the 2016 Vestry Meeting 

3.       To elect two Churchwardens to serve in 2017  

 

 

 

 

In this age of modern technology, local charity 

Red2Green which provides learning, leisure and work 

opportunities for people with disabilities, is looking 

forward to turning back time.  

The charity which works with young people and adults 

with learning disabilities, on the autistic spectrum or 

living with mental ill health, has received Heritage 

Lottery Funding for its “Crafty sew and sows” project 

finding out about some of the skills that our 

grandparents took for granted.  

Red2Green is working with the local community, 

Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School and Bottisham 

Village College to investigate the lost skills that would  

 

have been commonplace 100 years ago, some of 

which are specific to our local area.  

They started by looking at all the aspects of bread- 

making which together with farming and milling is 

intrinsic to our East Anglian landscape.  Activities 

included drama and art and crafts, as well as baking. 

By December they will also have looked at:  

  Knitting 

 Growing your Own – vegetables, fruit, flowers, 

kitchen gardens and cottage gardens 

 Making Fires – fire safety, managing woodland, 

the charcoal industry, and 

 Playground Games – encouraging us all to be 

imaginative and resourceful, look back at a range of 

traditional games for stepping away from using 

technology as well as making time for play.  
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 For each skill, “Crafty sew and sows” will be holding 

a “Grab a Skill” day where participants can learn 

more and have a go. The first will be a traditional 

bread making session together with some of the 

children at Bottisham Village College on Thursday 

23 February. 
 
 

Red2Green is keen to hear from anyone who might 

like to get involved by joining our Community Baking 

Day on 23 February, donating surplus wool or sharing 

any of the 5 skills. They are also particularly interested 

in hearing from families with a historic connection to 

bread making (whether as a baker, miller, farmer, 

labourer or transporter) with a tale to tell.  

To  get   involved   in   any  way,  please  do  get  in  

Touch  with   Red2Green,  Harvey’s  Barn, Park 

End, Swaffham Bulbeck 01223 811662 or email      

info@red2green.org 

If they wish, we will try to find accreditation courses to 

celebrate their achievements and help them gain 

nationally recognised qualifications. 

 Julia Rutherford Marketing Manager 

Red2Green, Harvey's Barn, Park End, 

Swaffham Bulbeck, Cambridge CB25 0NA 

 
 

 

 

How quickly words and phrases become part of the 

language of news dissemination and conversation. 

Who had heard of ‘Fake News’ until recently. Shades 

of wartime policies of disinformation. 

For me the concept of fake news is unsettling part of 

life. Imparted knowledge may now be uncertain, 

difficult to believe. 

So here is some real news. 

In Austin, the up-and-coming capital of Texas, folk 

have gone about their business in family life and in 

trade happily for many years. The population of mixed 

ethnicity have, shoulder to shoulder, laughed, cried 

and drunk lots of coffee together. There has been a 

good abundance of labour upon which the prosperous 

and speedy expansion of the city has benefited. 

There are communities of residents that came to 

Austin some forty years ago and for four generations 

have contributed with taxes and hard work to the 

prosperity of the local economy. 

Now in 2017 the chilling wind blows from Washington. 

A wind with an unbearable wind chill factor. 

The government department that was formally known 

as the Immigration and Naturliztion Service (INS) is 

now known as the Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement  (ICE) and the very letters spell out the 

chill. 

Officials from ICE are carrying out house to house 

visits, in some neighbourhoods of Austin, sometime 

after dark, requiring the residents to produce 

documentation that they have been legally welcomed 

into the USA some forty years ago. Does this have 

echoes of another country within our lifetime? 

Grandparents, parents and children all come under 

official scrutiny.  

The real news, (and there is not a whiff of fake news 

here) is that as a result of such house to house visits 

some Mothers or Fathers, or both, and some 

Grandparents are being arrested as illegal immigrants 

and taken to the jail in Austin. The children are being 

taken in to social care within the State system. The 

destruction of family units is sending shock waves and 

fear throughout the community sending Mothers and 

children on the run from their long established home, 

school and security.  

I do hope that there is a method of collecting reliable 

information on the number of those arrested that are a 

threat to the American way of life. I have a thought that 

the figures may be so low that they will never be 

known. 

All this is happening as the American Academy of 

Paediatrics have produced a profound piece of 

research on the effect of ‘Toxic Stress’ on children,  

There is evidence that toxic stress can harm 

developing brains, affect short term and long term 

health, produce profound detachment anxiety, 

developmental or learning problems and more.  

There is evidence that toxic stress places children at 

risk of serious problems such as heart disease, 

diabetes and depression. 

Some will say that this the effect on children from ‘toxic 

stress’ has been known for a long time. 

Perhaps the real news events in an American capital 

City (and Austin is only one of many cities where the 

policy is being carried out) causes another focus of the 

legacy that this generation of adults is leaving the next 

generation - possibly an ‘emotional national debt’ that 

will be impossible to be repaid. An enormous burden of 

ill health and a huge financial heath bill. 

All this continues to raise questions in me. 

Are we letting down many children in the world?  

And will the next generation judge us for inaction? 

I know no answers to the haunting questions but I 

believe we have to hold the children in our thoughts  

(or prayers if that is relevant for us) and see what 

emerges for us to be involved in something somehow 

that might make a difference. 

The Real News is disturbing. 

Ian Woodroffe 

Fake News? 

mailto:info@red2green.org
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Tulips – flashes of inspiration 

As we move into spring and the days, thankfully, start to 

get longer, we can look forward to the wonderful colours 

of spring bulbs in flower. The Botanic Garden has a 

wonderful collection of species tulips – mostly native to 

eastern Europe and Asia – and these beautiful and 

surprisingly delicate flowers can be seen in the 

Mountains glasshouse in March and April. However, it’s 

one of the commercial cultivars that inspired an exciting 

research programme that uses the Garden’s collections 

all year round. 

‘Queen of the Night’ (for photo see back cover) is a 

commercial tulip cultivar that you’ll find in many garden 

centres. The flowers have been bred for a deep purple-

black colour. But, surprisingly, that colour revealed 

something that tulips had all along but that was difficult 

for the human eye to see – an iridescent sheen on top 

of the main colour. If you look at ‘Queen of the Night’ 

carefully you’ll see flashes of blue, green, gold and red, 

particularly in bright sunlight. These colours are 

produced by a structure on top of the petals – a series 

of nanoscale folds of the petal surface that act as a 

diffraction grating. The data grooves on a cd act in the 

same way and produce flashes of colour too.  

If you look closely at our species tulips you’ll see the 

same flashing colours, but they’re harder to pick out 

without that intense black base. Research at the 

Garden is focused on understanding how flowers 

produce these regular folds on their petal surfaces, and 

on exploring how they affect the behavior of pollinating 

insects. It’s just one of many research projects that our 

living collection supports. 

To hear about plant science and research that’s linked 

to the Garden, why not drop-in to our free Science on 

Sundays talks which run on the third Sunday of each 

month between March and August.   Details can be 

found on the Botanic Garden website. 

Rosemary Seeney  

Assistant to Helen Needham Marketing Officer   

 

 

 

 

 

This is Lizzie, she is one of our local Healthwatch 

Cambridgeshire volunteers and is helping us with a new 

project to look at how health and care services 

communicate with people who have a sensory loss.    

Lizzie's told us "I am a service user myself and have 

disabilities so I rely on good healthcare and support, 

such as having a good relationship with the GP."   

Our volunteers are people like you who live or work in 

Cambridgeshire. You know the place you live and the 

people in your community. We need your help to talk to 

more people about Healthwatch and find out what care 

is like for them. 

 You will listen to people within your local 

community who have used health or social care 

services.  This may be your family, neighbours 

and friends, or people you meet within your local 

networks. 

 You may visit local groups, chat with people and 

record what they have to say. 

 You might talk to people about Healthwatch 

Cambridgeshire. This may involve giving a short 

presentation, or working with us on a display 

stand. 

We will give you training and support, as well as paying 

agreed out of pocket expenses.  

As a Community Listener, you could also train to take 

part in our ‘Enter and View” visits to local health or care 

services. This is our legal right to visit places that 

provide publicly funded health or care services, to see 

and hear how people experience care. In the last year, 

we have visited Addenbrooke’s and Hinchingbrooke 

Hospitals.  

Contact Heather or Elizabeth for an informal  chat. 

Call 01480 420628,  or email  

enuquiries@healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk or visit 

www.healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk  

Cambridge University Botanic  
Garden  

The Cambridge University Botanic Garden is open 

from 10am – 5pm in March, 10am – 6pm April – 

September.  The Glasshouses and Café close 30 

minutes before the Garden and the Botanic Garden 

Shop at Brookside closes 15 minutes before the 

Garden.  Please check the website at 

www.botanic.cam.ac.uk or telephone 01223 336265 

for details about opening times, admission charges, 

tours, courses and special events. 

Community Listener volunteers  

needed 

Lizzie 

mailto:enuquiries@healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk
http://www.healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk
http://www.botanic.cam.ac.uk/
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Anyone who thought that sitting on a rather narrow hard 

pew in a chilly church for a couple of hours listening to a 

concert might be a poor option for a Saturday evening 

missed out on an electrifying musical event: St Mary’s 

Choir  and Players  have  been revitalised by two young 

conductors from Clare College, Toby Hession and Leo  

Popplewell – both exacting but hugely energetic 

musicians who made us all work hard to match what 

they wanted. Choir and orchestra alike felt standards 

were dramatically raised by these two to match the 

skills of the Soloists Leo and Ed Ballard.   

The first half of the concert concentrated on the 

German style, opening the concert with a rendition of  

Handel’s Zadoc the Priest, the anthem sung at every 

English Coronation since 973 – and enough to blow  

any cobwebs away, before Leo Popplewell came on 

with his cello, to give a glittering performance of 

Haydn’s C Major Concerto. Throughout song and dance 

played with the vocal quality of the cello sound, and 

Leo’s effortless playing was an 

inspiration for the Players to give 

everything they had. This was serious 

music indeed. 

The Choir followed with the steady 

Lutheran Motet  “Die mit Tränen 

Säen” (They who sow with tears will 

weep with joy) and Protestant joy was 

tempered with a deal of Puritanical 

moderation -  a tough one to get right  

with its modal rather than harmonic 

structure, -  and the Singers deserved 

Toby’s praise at the end. 

The second half opened with the 

contemporaneous ‘Oh sing joyfully’ by 

Batten -  Anglican Protestantism was 

so much more cheerful, drawing from 

secular styles, particularly the madrigal tradition (Tudor 

pop music as afficionados of BlackAdder II will know), 

followed by Goss’s  ‘O Saviour of the World’, slightly 

more pompous in style as you would expect in the mid 

Victorian era, but  from the pen of the composer of such 

old favourites as the carol ‘See amid the Winters Snow’. 

The styles then pulled forward to the end of the C19th 

with Stanfords ‘Blue Bird’  (no, not the ones over the 

White Cliffs) but an intricate interweaving of voices and 

solo sung by Ciaran Masters who stepped forward from 

the Singers to spread her wings of song.  

Then we were all  - audience Choir and orchestra alike 

blown away by Ed Ballard’s singing  (professional 

Baritone and yes a relation)  of Five Mystical songs by 

Vaughan Williams: the piece is a marvellous  meditative 

amalgam  of George Herbert’s metaphysical  poetry 

from the C17th and Ralph Vaughan Williams C20th 

English rural idyllic agnosticism – a bit of a mouthful, 

but they mould together to announce the arrival of a 

new sense of England and Englishness after the 

Pomp  and Circumstance of Empire.  

The proceeds of the ‘retiring collection’ was 

shared between the Cambridge Refugee 

Resettlement Campaign, the Cambridge Convoy 

Refugee Action Group and St Mary’s Church Fund 

with a request that it does go towards  providing 

an ‘in house’ Toilet. The Portaloo stuck outside is 

inappropriate to the Grade 1 Listed environment 

and not the most pleasant experience!  

This is St Mary’s Singers 20
th
 year (see January’s 

Beacon)  and very nearly didn’t happen but for 

Kay Ballard taking over the reins from Sylvia 

Thompson, and saying “I’ll find a conductor”. Little 

did  she know what she was taking on, but she 

certainly succeeded!    

GBG sponsored the concert to cover expenses and provide a 

small honorarium to Toby, Leo and Ed.   

George Ballard 

St Mary’s Singers and Players  - Concert 

11
th

 Feb 
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Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service are committed 

to supporting the safety and wellbeing of residents in all 

of the communities that we serve. 

The Safe and Well visit will provide us with sufficient 
information to support you and, with your permission, 
refer you to selected partner agencies who will be able 
to support you further. We will not share your data with 
marketing companies or for other purposes. 

Our visit will last no longer than 60 minutes and is 
completely FREE of charge. Our visit will assess five 
key elements: 

1. Fire  safety  in  the  home - including cooking, general 
safety and escape plans. 
2. Falls  prevention  -  including  simple  remedial  action 
such   as   replacing   lightbulbs  or  taping   down  loose 
carpet. 
3. Alcohol use - Alcohol  related illness in the over 65s is 
on   the   increase.  We   can   provide  you  with  helpful 
information. 
4. Stay  well  and  warm - Can  you  afford  to  heat your 
home? Do you have access to a hot meal? Do you have 
access to all the services available to you? 
5. Crime reduction - We  can  provide  advice on making 
your  home  more  secure  in  addition to advice to make 
you less vulnerable to scams or fraud. 

You are under no obligation to answer any questions 
that you do not want to, but the more information you 
provide us with, the better we will be able to support 
you. We can also provide advice in relation to promoting 
the health and safety of individuals with hoarding 
concerns, as well as providing valuable information to 
care providers. 

During March, we will also be raising awareness of the 
fire risks associated with smoking, with national No 
Smoking Day on the 8th. We often find smoking is one 
of many factors making someone more at risk of fire, for 
example, when combined with poor mobility, health 
problems or being elderly, it increases someone’s 
chance of having a fire. Here are some tips to take on 
board or give to friends and family that smoke:  
• Never leave a lit cigarette or pipe unattended. 
• Always use a proper ashtray and make sure the 
contents are cold before you tip it in the bin. 
• Never smoke in bed and avoid smoking in a chair if 
you are likely to fall asleep. 

Most importantly, fit a working smoke alarm and test it 

regularly. Don’t forget to also test the smoke alarms of 

those you love. If you have an elderly or vulnerable 

relative, friend or neighbour, pop by and make sure they 

have a working smoke alarm. If they don’t, that is 

something we can provide as part of a Safe and Well 

visit. 

Eligibility. To find out if you are eligible for a Safe and 

Well visit, Enquire online. Alternatively, if you are unable 

to apply online or have a query about an enquiry form 

that has already been submitted, please telephone 0800 

917 9994. 

Opening days / times – All Year 

  Day                                      Time 
 Monday    9AM - 5PM 
 Tuesday    9AM - 5PM 
 Wednesday          9AM - 5PM 
 Thursday    9AM - 5PM 
           Friday       9AM - 5PM 

Further enquiries: Visit our website and search for "Safe 
and Well" 

For more information on firework and bonfire safety log 
on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk, follow us on social media 
or call 01480 444500. 

If you wish to get in contact, please email   

pressoffice@cambsfire.gov.uk 

I have only just got around to watching Planet Earth II, 

and I am sure, like me, you thought the photography 

was terrific - showing views of wildlife not seen before.  

One of the most stunning scenes must have been the 

Peregrine Falcons hunting amongst the skyscrapers of 

New York City.  The long range scenes showing how 

the varying heights of buildings act in a similar manner 

to mixed forest canopies.  Of course falcons and other 

birds of prey couldn’t survive in cities if there wasn’t any 

food for them, in this case the many pigeons attracted to 

squares and parks.  

If you watch the local news you will be aware that 

Norwich cathedral has had a nesting pair of Peregrine 

Falcons for a number of years. The height provides 

excellent views for spotting prey and hunting, and 

protection from predation for their own young. 

Cambridge has few very tall buildings and those which 

exist are mostly well used such as the tower of Great St 

Mary’s church, perhaps one reason why we don’t 

appear to have many larger birds nesting at height.  

Other birds which feel at home in cities and towns 

include: pigeons and doves, House Sparrows, Starlings, 

Blackbirds and other garden birds. Mammals which 

have moved in to urban areas include Foxes which are 

now a common sight, but also on occasion Badgers, 

Grey Squirrels and of course the Brown Rat.  Even 

Muntjac deer find their way in to gardens. Smaller 

animals also make their way in to towns include 

Mosquitoes, ants, beetles, mites and flies.  

These are all examples of wildlife which live in cities but 

are still wild or semi-wild; those which have moved in to 

our homes are perhaps less so.  Whilst House Mice can 

live outside they prefer the warmth of dwellings or out-

buildings.  Pets such as dogs and cats also mostly need 

to be inside with us.   

Cockroaches are attracted to our food waste and also 

like moist conditions so they can become pests in older 

Nature Notes 

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue 
Service  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwMjA2LjY5NjEwNTMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDIwNi42OTYxMDUzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTM3NDYyJmVtYWlsaWQ9YnVsYmVja2JlYWNvbkBidGludGVybmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9YnVsYmVj
mailto:pressoffice@cambsfire.gov.uk


 

14                                                                                                                                                 Bulbeck Beacon March 

 

poorly ventilated housing especially in communal 

kitchens which are difficult to keep clean.  Clothes moths 

have adapted their diets to now be found mainly 

associated with household fabrics such as woollen 

clothes and carpets although they did not start there, but 

have found an opportunity to colonise our homes. Also 

book lice which like starchy foods have found a nice 

supply in older books with paste bindings or under 

wallpaper and around windows.  Dust mites may live in 

carpets and similar household products but are actually 

feeding on dandruff and other pieces of shed skin rather 

than the carpets or pillows themselves.   

When I was a child I was fascinated by Silverfish (yes I 

was one of those!) as I thought they were prehistoric 

looking, although I could never see why they were 

thought to resemble a fish! Silverfish also consume 

matter that contains polysaccharides, and this includes: 

starches and dextrin in adhesives of book bindings, 

glue, carpets and clothing, but also coffee, dandruff, 

hair, some paints, paper, photos, plaster, and sugar. 

What we have done is move natural materials such as 

wood or wool in to our homes as items such as paper, 

carpets and clothes, and we have brought animals 

which feed on those products inside with them.  In 

addition we have sealed our houses in to warm boxes 

with plenty of small and dark places for them to hide in 

when not feeding.  Our gardens are small with little 

opportunity for roaming, but do provide opportunities for 

smaller animals to find shelter and food, and then their 

predators to find them.  In all there are many hundreds 

of animals which are directly associated with Humans 

and Human activity; we have created our own forests.  

 Jacqui Green 

 

 

Water Walk.  
There will be another WATER WALK (the third) on the 
Denny to raise awareness and funds for WaterAid. 
 

10am on 4th March. 
 
All welcome £1 (or more!) donation will be gratefully 
received. 
 
These are good fun and great social events with coffee 
and sometimes cake served at the end! (Any offers of 
cakes for this one?) 
 
Coffee Morning 18th March 
There will be a coffee morning on 18th March at 4 
Station Road with all the proceeds going to WaterAid- in 
aid of the Marathon fund. 
 
There will be a bring and buy table. This will be another 
enjoyable social event that will be of benefit to those 
who have no clean water. Please support the event if 
you can. 
 
More on water! 
 
Watch out for the activities of the Primary School 
Children on the Denny in the week of the 27th March. 
 
If you are in the Black Horse in March and April look out 
for the fundraising possibility for WaterAid- with thanks 
to James and all the staff in the pub. 
 
And again there is a possibility to support from your 
armchair! www.justgiving.com/ian-woodroffe5 
 

Thank you. 
Ian Woodroffe 

Water Aid 

Faire is the Heaven 

Saturday 18 March, 7.30pm 

St. Mary’s Church, Church Lane, Newmarket CB8 0HP 
 

Join the Cantilena Singers for an evening of unaccompanied and accompanied 

sacred music, including works by William Harris, Charles Wood, Herbert Howells, 

Samuel Sebastian Wesley, and others. 

 

Director Daniel Spreadbury 

Organ Jonathan Giles 

 

Refreshments available 

Tickets £10 (free admission for under 18s) on the door  

or contact Caille Sugarman-Banazsak  01223 813918 

website: www.cantilenasingers.org 

http://www.justgiving.com/ian-woodroffe5
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Thinking allowed 

Many organisations and groups have a code of 

conduct that everyone is expected to agree to and 

work to. These codes may include standards of 

dress, how quickly a phone call or e-mail should be 

returned, the levels of confidentiality that apply, 

where and how data should be stored, what health 

and safety rules should be adhered to. In places such 

as a kitchen or a hospital these standards and rules 

can mean the difference between life and death. Fail 

to follow protocols on a hospital drug round and 

someone could receive the wrong medication, or the 

wrong amount, or drugs could go missing. Fail to 

follow the required labelling or hygiene rules and a 

customer could end up with severe food poisoning or 

an allergic reaction to a particular ingredient. 

But what about in our own personal lives? What rules 

and standards do we adopt in our relationships and 

our behaviour? What code do you live by, what 

personal rules govern your actions? 

For Christians, the Ten Commandments are a 

fundamental code directing our behaviour. These ten 

principles appear simple but have far reaching 

implications if they are fully applied. In the past many 

people knew what these ten commandments were. 

They were taught in school, in church and appeared 

painted on boards in many churches. Now many 

people might get one or two of the ten but would find 

it hard to name all of them. Are they out-dated or 

irrelevant, do they have anything to say to our 

modern society or to younger generations?  

If you would like to consider this and explore the 

standards you live by, why not come and join us on 

our Lent course this year. We will be watching a short 

DVD on Thursday evenings in Queen’s Court in 

Bottisham at 7.30 pm beginning with the 10
th
 

Commandment and working backwards towards the 

1
st
.  There will be opportunities to discuss what we 

have seen at a later date either at Anglesey Abbey 

café or at other venues so why not come along and 

share your views and thoughts and hear how others 

feel about the ten best ways. 

The first session is Thursday March 9
th
  7.30 pm at 

Queen’s Court, Bottisham. 

Rev’d Sue Giles 

St Mary’s Parish Church  

Swaffham Bulbeck 

 

St Mary’s Church Services and Rota for March 2017 

Date Time Service Officiant Sidesman Readers Intercessor Chalice Coffee 

Wednesday  

1st  
19.00 

Ash  

Wednesday 

Holy Communion at St Mary’s Quy - Officiant Rev’d Sue Giles  
 

Driver: P. Irwin (812201)  will leave Swaffham Bulbeck Church at 18.40 

 

 

Sunday 

5th 

08.00 

Holy  

Communion 

(BCP) 

 

Rev’d 

Sue Giles 
R. Butler          

09.30 
All Age  

Service 

Rev’d 

Sue Giles 

 

R Smith R Smith     J Barber 

 Sunday 

12th 
10.00 

Benefice Holy Communion at St Mary’s Quy – Officiant: Rev’d Sue Giles 
 

Driver: B. Somers (811016) will leave Swaffham Bulbeck Church at 09.40am 

 

Sunday 

19th 

09.30 
Village  

Communion 

Rev’d 

Roy Knifton 
P Goldsmith P Goldsmith A Butler M Roberts V Hill 

  

Sunday 26th 

09.30 

 

Benefice Family Communion Service at St Mary’s Quy – Officiant Rev’d Sue Giles  

Driver: LCollison (813670) will leave Swaffham Bulbeck Church at 09.40am 

 

10.00 
Benefice All Age Service at Holy Trinity Bottisham – Officiant Rev’d Gina Radford  
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The great conductor Arturo Toscanini was sitting at his 

podium before a concert one evening. As the orchestra 

warmed up just minutes before the performance, a 

bassoon player approached him in fearful panic. 

“Maestro, I am very sorry, but my instrument has 

suffered an accident, and the E-flat will not sound. I am 

afraid I will not be able to play tonight.” 

Upon hearing this news, Toscanini went silent and 

closed his eyes. The bassoon player cowered in fear of 

his fury. The great conductor put his hands to his head 

and continued in silence, adding to the bassoon 

player’s agony. 

At last Toscanini looked up and said quietly, “Do not 

worry. E-flat does not appear in your music tonight.” 

Toscanini had played through the entire concert in his 

mind, reviewing every note the bassoonist would have 

to play. With his intimate knowledge of the music, the 

conductor was able to reassure the bassoon player that 

everything would be all right. 

As a follower of Jesus, I gain real peace, strength and 

comfort from the assurance that he knows what lies 

ahead for me and he will guide me through.  

I have played trumpet / cornet in several bands and 

orchestras; I remember one conductor who was a well 

respected but very intimidating character who rarely 

encouraged the musicians but would highlight any 

mistake. 

Some ‘great’ people make others feel small, but truly 

great people, make others feel great. 

I still wonder at times what the future will hold and 

whether I have what it takes to do what is required of 

me. Through the highs and lows of life, I keep going, 

trusting that God knows the score and has good news 

for me. God says, “I know the plans I have for you … 

plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29.11). 

If you would like to join a community of people 

discovering what it means to follow Jesus in this place 

and in these times, we would love to welcome you at 

RENEW, why not join us!?    

      Rev Alan Brand 

 
RENEW Church Services in March 2017. 

We have activities for children and young people at all 

our morning services. A crèche is available if required.  

All are welcome. 

The Alpha Course continues: Two opportunities to  
join in – Sunday morning or Monday evening. 

All are welcome.   

Please get in touch if you’d like to join in. Contact Alan 
(Details below) 

Sunday 5
th
 March. Breakfast from 10.15am –  

Alpha Course   (Bottisham Primary School)    
 

Monday 6
th
 March.  Evening meal at 7.30pm – 

 Alpha Course (at the School)   
 

Sunday 12
th
 March. Breakfast from 10.15am –  

Alpha Course   (Bottisham Primary School)   
Followed by shared lunch  

 
Sunday 12

th
 March.   6.20pm – Evening Worship. 

 (at Lode Chapel) 
 

Monday 13
th
 March.  Evening meal at 7.30pm –  

Alpha Course (at the School)  
 

Sunday 19
th 

March. Breakfast from 10.15am –  
Alpha Course   (Bottisham Primary School)   

  
Monday 20

th
 March.  Evening meal at 7.30pm –  

Alpha Course (at the School)  
 

Sunday 26
th
 March. Breakfast from 10.15am –  

Alpha Course   (Bottisham Primary School)   
  

Sunday 26
th
 March.   6.20pm – Evening Worship. 

 (at Lode Chapel) 
 

Monday 27
th
 March.  Evening meal at 7.30pm –  

Alpha Course (at the School)  
 

For more information about any of the activities of 
RENEW Church please contact: 

 
Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558.  Email: 

alanbrand77@icloud.com 
 

Or visit our website at  www.renewchurch.org.uk 
 

 
Sunday 9.00am Kirtling and 10.30am Newmarket 

 

 
 

Our January speaker was Joanna Crosby and her topic 

was ‘The Horticultural History of the Apple, with advice 

from Ancient and Modern Gardeners’. Joanna is in the 

final stages of her PhD and was a very knowledgeable 

and enthusiastic speaker on all things apple: we 

learned a lot. She is also a member of the Trumpington 

Community Orchard project which is located next to the 

guided busway close to the Waitrose park and ride site. 

This is both an orchard and wildlife area and they hold 

monthly maintenance sessions at the orchard and 

welcome volunteers. They also have a number of 

special events throughout the year. If you are thinking 

of buying an apple tree or setting up an orchard (an 

orchard is 3 or more trees), please check out Joanna 

and/or the Trumpington Community Orchard Project on 

the web. 

Roman Catholic Services 

Bottisham & District Gardening Club  

mailto:alanbrand77@icloud.com
http://www.renewchurch.org.uk
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 Unfortunately due to a death and serious illness we 

have had to revise our programme for this year. 

Michelle Bullivant, who was going to speak about 

Cherry Hinton Hall Park and Gardens, will unfortunately 

be in hospital but our February speaker is now Nigel 

Start on ‘Growing for Show’. And sadly Barry Kaufmann 

Wright passed away over the Christmas period. Our 

April speaker is now Polly Howatt on ‘Everything but the 

Squeal: food and folklore in the Fens’. The full revised 

programme can be found on our web pages. Our March 

meeting is on 28 March and Ken Nicholls will be talking 

about ‘The Quiet Garden Movement’ 

I have been reading Ken York’s recently published 

memoir ‘As I Remember It’, and it is a delight. Ken will 

be 97 years young when you read this and it brings 

home to us just how much the world has changed in his 

time. He was a Royal Marine regular, serving overseas 

for much of his early married life and during and after 

World War II. He moved to Bottisham in 1964 and very 

quickly immersed himself in village life, being involved 

in the purchase and renovation of the Chapel which is 

now the HQ for the Bottisham scout group, was 

Chairman of the Gardening Club for many years (and is 

now our President) and was one of the team which set 

up the Bottisham village magazine The Cresset.  

Early warning that we have set the date for this year’s 

Annual Village Show: 9 September in the British 

Legion’s Main Hall. We hope that we will see entries 

from the whole district: we have sections on fruit and 

veg, flowers, baking, crafts, painting/drawing and 

photography. We also have a children’s section and it 

would be nice to see a few more entries there. Our 

motto is ‘Something for everyone, give it a go’ and we 

hope you will – you might surprise yourself!  

Tricia McLaughlin, Secretary 

www.bottishamgardeningclub.co.uk  

 

 

Gutter Bridge Wood Working Party 

 

All welcome on 19th March 2017 

2.00 - 4.00 

 

   Work: Clear remaining nettles between two bridges 
 

              Put up 2 more nest boxes and insect boxes 

              Remove Deer guards  

              Plant saplings in clearing at far end of  the                                        

wood 
 

 

Equipment provided please bring your own gloves. 

http://www.bottishamgardeningclub.co.uk
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        Bottisham Village College  
                         Adult Learning         

  Saturday Workshops - 18
th

 March 

   Cook with your Kids (10.00 - 2.00) 

Paediatric First Aid (Sat/Sun) – meets Ofsted requirements 

Stained Glass 

Wedding Flowers 

Willow Weaving – Frame Baskets 

Russian Decorative Painting 
 

Saturday Workshops - 20
th

 May 

Bread Making 

Fun with Flowers 

Illustration for Beginners 

Stained Glass 

Vegetarian Indian Cookery 

Willow Weaving – Cut Flower Baskets 

(Most workshops run from 10.00 - 4.00) 

New Courses for the Summer Term 

(from 25
th
 April) 

British Sign Language (Evening)/* 

Food for Summer Entertaining (Evening) 

Introduction to Counselling (Evening) 

Our full programme can be found on our website,  

 together with enrolment information: 

 www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning Tel: 01223 811372  

 email: adultlearning@bottishamvc.org 

         KOL ECHAD  CHOI 
                   Directed by Danielle Padley 

 

               Sing music from the Jewish world 
                       St James’ Church Lode 

                                      Sunday 26 March 7.00 pm 
 

Kol Echad Choir is a Cambridge-based ensemble which presents the rarely-heard music of 
the synagogue and wider Jewish world.  
 

Sung  mostly  in  Hebrew  the  pieces  you will hear draw on a very rich but rarely heard musical 
tradition owing its influence to the Baroque, Romantic  and modern, yet one which offers its own 
unique sound world.  
 

Each piece will be introduced and put into context. It is a musical style you have probably never 
heard before but will definitely want to hear again.  
 

                                                        Free admission at the door       

 

http://www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning
mailto:adultlearning@bottishamvc.org
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If you have any offers or wants, please contact me by the 14th of each month by phone  (01223 813362), e-mail 

(jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk) or drop a note through the letter box (23 Longmeadow).  Please let me know if you 

would like anything repeating in subsequent issues. Everything is free and nothing is expected in return.  Please 

can you contact the offers after the 1
st
 of the month to make it a little fairer. 

Freecycle 

 

Bus Timetables from 1 January 2017 

Cambridge to Swaffham Bulbeck to Newmarket (Bus Service No:10) 

Cambridge 
Drummer 

Street 
Bus Station 

 

06.45 

 

07.45 

 

08.15 

 

09.15 

 

10.15 

 

11.15 

 

12.15 

 

13.15 

 

14.15 

 

15.15 

 

16.55 

 

17.55 

 

18.55 

Swaffham 
Bulbeck 

Black Horse 

 

07.16 

 

08.16 

 

08.49 

 

09.46 

 

10.49 

 

11.46 

 

12.49 

 

13.46 

 

14.49 

 

15.46 

 

17.29 

 

18.26 

 

19.26 

Newmarket 
Guineas Bus 

Station 
08.05 09.05 09.35 10.35 11.35 12.35 13.35 14.35 15.35 16.35 18.25 

 

 

 

Newmarket to Swaffham Bulbeck to Cambridge (Bus Service No:10) 
Newmarket 

Guineas  

Bus Station 

 

 

 

06.56 

 

08.16 

 

09.16 

 

10.16 

 

11.16 

 

12.16 

 

13.16 

 

14.16 

 

15.16 

 

16.16 

 

17.16 

Swaffham 

Bulbeck 

Black Horse 

 

07.18 

 

07.45 

 

09.08 

 

10.05 

 

11.08 

 

12.05 

 

13.08 

 

14.05 

 

15.08 

 

16.08 

 

17.08 

 

06.48 

 

18.08 

Cambridge 

Drummer 

Street  

Bus Station 

 

08.07 

 

08.37 

 

09.47 

 

10.47 

 

11.47 

 

12.47 

 

13.47 

 

14.47 

 

15.47 

 

16.47 

 

17.47 

 

07.27 

 

18.47 

Offered Wanted Contact 
2 Maxi-Cosi black R0D1 XR car seats (Suits ages 4-12, up to 
25kg), with removable back to convert to booster seat.  

  Emma 01223 
812793. 

Pair of speakers for computer; Lightbulbs – 3 x R50 40 watt 
screw fit spotlight bulbs; 2 office/desk swivel chairs dark brown 
fabric.  

  Jacqui 01223 
811190  

A single swing with a blue plastic seat and a green and blue   
metal frame. For collection only. . 

 Jane 01638 741754 

Large bag of Craft Bits – beads, wool, ribbon, etc.   Lin 01223 812691 

 6 by 8 foot aluminium greenhouse, with spare glass. Good    
condition, just needs dismantling and collecting.  

 Matt, 7960072374 
or 01223 813297 

Plastic plant pots, various sizes; Desktop computer without hard 
drive, 64-bit, 4GB memory, processor Intel Core 2 Quad CPU @ 
2.4 GHz;  will boot from external drive, e.g. USB.  

 Bob or Nicky, 
01223 813592 

Plastic animals (water creatures and African creatures etc); 3 
small toddler-sized backpacks (one khaki coloured Eurohike, one 
Hello Kitty – white with Hello Kitty heads all over, one lurid pink/
purple); Blue plastic dumper truck (about 30cm long), Hot wheels 
looping track;  

 Jun 01223 813362. 

 Clean (empty!) egg boxes 6s  ; Wicker  
shopping trolley basket         

Janet 07833960678 

 Wire hanging baskets; Fibre (not plas-
tic!) wall plugs (rawlplugs), sizes no. 8 or 
no. 10 

Bob or Nicky, 
01223 813592 

  Can someone with a metal detector 
please help us to find some non-live 
armoured underground cable  buried in 
our garden.   

Mike & Judi 
Churcher 07921 
089610  

  Your old light fittings, brown Bakelite 
switches   iron conduit and switches, 
bulb holders and holders. Sheets and 
bits of bakelite. 
Postcard rack (carousel if possible). 

George 07895 
064727 

mailto:jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk
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Place your Advertisement here 

Contact business Manager  

Christopher Welton 

Email:beaconbusiness@btinternet.com 

Bray Installations 

For all your home improvements 

(Kitchen fitting, all carpentry, building 

works extensions and conversions) 

however big or small.  

i.bray28@gmail.com 

07412009901 

Mothers’ Day at 

The Black Horse Inn 

Bookings now being taken 

Complimentary Glass of 

Bubbly for all Mums! 

01223 - 811366 

www.theblackhorseswaffhambulbeck.co.uk 
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WANTED  
POLITE, LOCAL BUSINESS EST. 

25 YEARS 

IS LOOKING TO BUY THE  

FOLLOWING: 

  Polite & confidential service.  

Good prices paid. Please call:  

Steve Durrant 01638 507037  

or 07740 591194 

 Furniture 

 Quality Jewellery  and Costume Jewellery 

 Collectable  

 China, glass, ceramics 

 Old Toys 

 Silver, silver plate, old copper and brass 

 Militaria  - uniforms, medals and weapons 

 Old tools 

 Old garden ornaments 

 Anything considered 

Green Wood Tree  Surgery 

 

 

 

www.greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk  

info@greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk  

30 Prickwillow Road, Isleham,  
Ely, Cambridgeshire, CB7 5RQ 

 

 

 

 

New uPVC windows and doors  

supplied and fitted 

All uPVC window and door repairs 

(locks, handles, hinges, mechanisms) 

All glass and glazing repairs 

uPVC cladding and guttering supplied 

and fitted 

Local company with over 20 years of  

experience, FENSA registered 

01223 813140 

07855 434141 

office@dhwindowdoors.com 

http://www.greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk/
mailto:info@greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk
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PREMIER INVESTMENT  

MANAGEMENT SERVICES LTD 

 

INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT ADVISERS 
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

  Specialist in ISAs, PEP/ISA transfers,  

Unit Trusts and Investment Portfolios 

 To arrange a free consultation ring 01223 882422 or email 

pims@globalnet.co.uk or via www.pims-uk.com 

Hilary’s Cottage 
16 Cage Hill Swaffham Prior 

Self Catering Holiday Cottage 

Available for your guests 

 

Tel: 01638 741926 (Hilary) 
 

Or for information 

www.hilary’scottage.co.uk 

 

 

Commercial and Domestic 

 Interior and Exterior Work  
 

82 Longmeadow, Lode, Cambridge, CB25 9HA  

Tel: 01223 812920  

duncanfreeman@hotmail.co.uk  

Paul Braybrooke 
 

OIL FIRED BOILER ENGINEER 
Boiler servicing 

Boiler breakdowns 

Oil Tank replacement 
 

Tel: 01353 777788 

Mob: 07946 735691 
Oftec registered 

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP 

ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT 

N.C.S. 

 

90%  CHIMNEYS DON’T NEED SCAFFOLDING 

*10% DISCOUNT 
FOR  ALL WORK!! 

BIRDS NESTS REMOVED 

OIL & GAS BOILERS  

SOLID FUEL 

STOVE FITTED 

SMOKE PRESSURE TEST 

INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS 

FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED 

BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED 

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL ME ON 

07824727277. (01638)662760 OR E-MAIL: 

NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK 

*Send text or e-mail, and recieve 10% discount. Answers 

within an hour.Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks 

Public liability insurance  

Competitive Prices  

mailto:pims@globalnet.co.uk
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ROTHWELL’S  

CARPET CLEANING 

High pressure hot water extraction 

Established since 1993, and local 

We lift and move all furniture 

Only pay if and when satisfied—no quibble 

 

 

For a firm, fully inclusive price, phone 

Max Campbell  

01223 832 928     07711  675 613 

 BOTTISHAM 

SCHOOL  

OF  

MOTORING 
All qualified instructors with extremely high  

first-time pass rate 

01223 811556 

Andy Pumfrey 

Painter and Decorator 

 

A courteous, polite and considerate service at all times 

 

Please call to discuss your requirements 

Tel: 01638 741376  Mob: 07880 625159 
 

10 High Street, Swaffham Prior CB25 0LD 

 

HARRISON HEATING 
Plumbing and Heating 

Free estimates given 

Gas boiler and Gas fire servicing 

Gas Safe Registered 
 

7 Ness Road, Burwell, Cambs CB25 0AA 

Tel: 01638 742873 and Mobile: 07932 773515 

E-mail:nigel.harrison@ntlworld.com 

FENWAY TELEVISION 

345 Exeter Road, Newmarket CB8 8HT 

01638 663134 

E-mail: service.fenway@btinternet.com 

Sales, rental, service 

TV, VIDEO, HIFI AND DOMESTIC  

APPLIANCES 

TV/FM aerial installations 

JEFFREY D. WICK 

PAINTER/DECORATOR 

Interior/Exterior 
30 years experience 

Free estimates/OAP Discount 

Reliable and professional service 

Phone : 01223 813762 

Mobile: 07788 165676 
11 Heath Road, Swaffham Bulbeck,  

Cambridge CB25 OLS 

Chris Downing 
Interior and Exterior Painting 

 

Honest, reliable and very reasonably  

priced service 
 

Please contact me for a prompt, free estimate 

Call 01638 743036 or 07949 735047 

Email: downingcaj@gmail.com 

If you use us you’ll recommend us 
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JANE NEWBURY A.I.S.T.D.(C.B) 
                   Ex Royal Ballet 

   SCHOOL of DANCING 
            Dance classes in Swaffham Bulbeck  

School Hall 

 
Mondays      Wednesdays 
 
Nursery Movement 3.00-3.30pm    Dance Club for Teenagers   
Junior Ballet  3.45-4.15pm    6.00-7.30pm 
Junior Tap  4.15-4.45pm   
Intermediate Ballet 4.45-5.15pm    email :  
Senior Tap  5.15-5.45pm    jane@newburydance.co.uk 
Senior Ballet  5.45-6.30pm      
Ladies Ballet  6.30-7.30pm     Tel. No.  01223 812154 
 

Visit the website :-    www.newburydance.co.uk 

ACB Electrical Services 
  Electrical contractors 

 

 

NICEIC Domestic Installer Approved   

Electrician 

Andrew Byford 

Swaffham Bulbeck 

25 years experience 

Part P Building Regulations compliant 

Free quotations and advice 

     Tel: 0777 333 7440 

 E Mail: acbelectricalservices@googlemail.com 

SN  Handyman Services 
A friendly and reliable service for all your general home 

and garden maintenance. 

*Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior  

*Garden Maintenance *Tiling & Glass Splashbacks  

*Gutters Cleared & Repaired *Power Washing Patios   

*Sealant  Replacement (bathroom/kitchen)  

*Curtain Poles and Blinds *Flat Pack Furniture (assembly) 

*Shelf Fitting *Small Glazing *Conservatory Cleaning  

*and more........ 

Free estimates & advice given on all work/ 

References available  
Please call Steven Newton 07713859712 / 01223 813 701   

Email: newton73@hotmail.co.uk 
Bay Tree Cottage 74 High St. Swaffham Bulbeck 

 

mailto:newton73@hotmail.co.uk
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 GOLD TRAINING AND COUNSELLING    

SERVICES LTD. 

IAN WOODROFFE 
British Association of Counselling accredited UK 

Independent Registered Counsellor 

Individual Counselling, Couple  

Counselling and Supervision 

Telephone 07968 836645 

PEST CONTROL SERVICES 

RABBITS, RATS, MICE, MOLES, 

WASPS & INSECTS,  

And Cluster Flies in Loft Areas 

CONTACT R. DANIELS 

PHONE: 01223 290570 

MOBILE: 07773 682 676 

BED AND BREAKFAST 
THE MEADOW HOUSE 

2A High Street, Burwell, Cambridge CB25 0HB 

 

 

Brian and Hilary Marsh 
Tel: 01638 741926    Fax: 01638 741861 

Website: www.themeadowhouse.co.uk 

 En suite rooms available with colour TV and tea-making facilities 

 Large car park and grounds 

 Family rooms, children welcome 

 Open all year 

 Fire certificate/No smoking 

 English Tourist Board 4 Diamonds 

R. BRISTLEY 
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET, CB8 0EX 

SANICLEAN 
Drain and Plumbing Services 

Drains Unblocked fast          Toilets, Baths & Sinks 
Guttering & Downpipes        Drain Repairs and Reports 

High Pressure Water Jetting       CCTV Surveys 
                       All Works Guaranteed  

 

             01638 662439 
                     Mobile: 07970 038404 

Est. 1974 

Sam Weaver 
 
  

                     SW Carpentry   
 General Carpentry and Home Improvements 

24 Vicarage Close 
Swaffham Bulbeck 
Cambridge 
CB25 OLY 
Tel: 01223 813866 / Mob: 07976535451  
e-mail: sw_carpentry@yahoo.co.uk  
All Jobs Undertaken / Free Estimates 

N and G Marsh of Burwell - Engineers 

For all your metalwork requirements 
 

 Welding Services   Mower Repairs 

 Handrails    Tow bars 

 Security Bars    Metal Railings 

 Gates     RSJs Supplied 

 
Services to the Building Industry 

Tractors & Agricultural Machinery 
Repaired 

Tel: 01638 741354 or 01638 741926 



 

 

Bulbeck Beacon March 2017                                                                                                                  31 

 Mead Construction 
(Cambridge) Ltd 

Liberty Barns, Heath Road,  
Swaffham Prior, Cambridge CB25 0LA 

   

 Driveways  Paths 
 Drainage  Concrete 
 Civil Engineering Drop Crossings 
We also provide JCB’s, large plant, and small tools for 

hire. 
We supply and deliver muck-aways and Aggregates in 

any size load 
For all enquiries and free estimates please phone  

01638 742463 

R. Bristley 
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET 

CB8 0EX 
 

Brush Electric Sweep * All chimneys swept 
Solid fuel, oil & gas * Cowls, nets and pots fitted 

Stoves repaired and serviced * Carpets cleaned 
Competitive prices * Very clean 

Family Business 
Public Liability Insurance 

 

01638 662439 
   Mobile: 07970 038404                  

Est. 1974 

Contact us:  

07595 997206 

01223 813494 

info@pettimepetcare.co.uk 

www.pettime-petcare.co.uk 

Doggy day-care (crèche) 

Dog and small animal home boarding 

Dog walking 

Cat, dog and small animal feeding visits 

House and pet sitting 

Pet taxi 

All animals from hamsters to horses cared for just 

as you would want. 

Fully insured, first aid trained and police-checked 

staff.  

 ANGLIA GAS &  
  ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Sales – Service – Repairs – Installation  
LPG/Propane Gas Specialist   No.150846 

 
NG/LPG Gas Boiler/Central Heating Systems 
NG/LPG Gas Appliances/Dual Fuel Appliances 
Nat Gas/LPG Landlord safety Checks 
NG/LPG Residential Park Homes/Caravans 
Electrical Appliances/Portable Appliances Testing 
Essential Electrical/Plumbing Maintenance 

Contact: Jim Perry Phone/Fax: 01638 741432 

           Mobile: 07768 856456  
E-mail: jimperryages@ntlworld.com 
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SWAFFHAM BULBECK VILLAGE DIARY 2017 

MONTH 

 

DATE 

 

EVENT 

 

ORGANISER 

5th 
Quiz Night  

at the Black Horse pub at 8.00pm 
Black Horse 

March  19th 
Gutter Bridge Wood  

Working party tools provided 
2—4pm  

Organized by  

Parish Council and 

National Trust 

25th 
Spring Gift Food Fair 

10.00am—1.00pm 
In Swaffham Bulbeck School Hall 

St Mary’s church 

School PSA 

April 2nd 
Quiz Night 

at the Black Horse pub at 8.00pm 
Black Horse 

May 6th 
Twilight in  Gutter Bridge Wood 

7.00—9.30pm 
Bat detecting and Moth identification 

Forest School and 

National Trust 

June 14th -17th 

 
SBST performances of  

“Princess Ida”  
by  

Gilbert & Sullivan  
  7.30pm 14

th
-17

th
 June, and  

2.30pm 17
th

 June 

 

Swaffham  

Bulbeck Summer 

Theatre 

July 1st  

 

Swaffham Bulbeck Street Market  

11am - 4pm 

 

Church 



 

The greenhouses at the Botanical Gardens 

Tulipa ‘Queen of the Night’ 
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