Local Directory
Emergency Services
FIRE, or POLICE or medical emergency, only
POLICE Customer Services Centre (for suspicious incidents, crimes, etc.)
NHS Helpline (non-emergency care and out of hours service)
MINICOM (for deaf and hard of hearing)
RNID TypeTalk (for deaf, blind and speech impaired)
Police Anti-social behaviour co-ordinator
Brian Tully
Electricity power cut

999
101
111
01480 422493
0800 515152
01353 656641
0800 7838838

Neighbourhood Watch
East Cambs (Secretary)
Quarry Lane
Park End

Kevin Evans
Lisa Foreman
Robin Sewell

01353 614892
01223 813062
01223 811632

Mr David Brown
Mr Allen Alderson

01638 743283
01638 741744

Diane Bayliss
Ian Woodroffe
Mary Smith
Kay Ballard
Lynn Reed
Gordon Reid
Sue Romero
Robin Sewell
Bill Wicksteed

07562 669198
01223 811255
01223 812025
01223 812249
01223 811777
01223 811245
01223 813635
01223 811632
01223 811414

Local Councils
Cambridgeshire County Councillor
East Cambridgeshire District Councillor
Parish Council contacts
Parish Clerk
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Local Services
St. Mary’s Church:
Reverend Sue Giles (suethevic@btinternet.com)
Churchwardens:
Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School (Head Teacher):
Parent Staff Association (Chair):
Bottisham Village College: Main Reception
Adult Education
Dentist at Bottisham
Doctors: Bottisham Surgery
Burwell Surgery
Sanctuary Housing Association
Community Room Hire (Downing Court)
Women’s Institute (President)
Relief-in-Need Charity (Clerk)
Public transport information line
Dial-a-Ride
Swaffhams Cricket Club
Mitchell Lodge Bowls Club (Secretary)

Christopher Welton
Peter Goldsmith
Lisa Fish
Toni Rogers

Freephone
Mrs P. Cook
Mrs C. Ling
James Aldridge
Mr M. Beeton

01223 812726
01223 811501
01223 812525
01223 812595
01223 813720
01223 811250
01223 811372
01223 811844
01223 810030
01638 741234
0800131 3348
0800131 3348
01638 742224
01223 813885
08712 002233
01638 664304
01223 811798
01223 234123

Useful Websites
Swaffham Bulbeck Village (Parish Council) website

www.swaffhambulbeckpc.org.

Cover Picture: The path to Red Tile Farm in Winter by Martin Rushworth

Editorial
The frosty photograph on this Beacon’s
cover and that on the cover of last
month’s reflect that this winter has been
chillier than in recent years. We’re so
pleased to have such a talented
photographer in Martin Rushworth to take
these photographs for us, capturing the nuances of
light and shade, glitter and shadow typical of local
winter scenes.
They have made an important
contribution to the improved look of our village
magazine. We hope that you can curl up in the warm
to enjoy reading whatever is inside the cover.
January and February are not months to generate
many village activities but we have two excellent
opportunities this month to be entertained: The St
Mary’s Concert on Saturday 11th and the St Mary’s
Players’ production from Thursday 16th to Saturday 11th
of February. There are more details later in the
magazine. Apart from these, most of the local clubs
and societies remain pretty active and there is news of
interesting talks and trips to which we can look forward.
If there is a common theme to the February Beacon it
is asking people to offer their support and time to a
variety of enterprises. For example, you can contribute
to Ian’s fund raising for Water Aid, help fund Matt Le
Cocq’s voluntary work in Nicaragua, apply to be an ‘oncall’ fire fighter or go as far as making a new career by
training to be a teacher. Teacher training has changed
a lot over recent years. A degree and some teaching
practice is no longer the norm. The training is very
much ‘on-the-job’ with support from experienced
teachers; you can read about the outstanding training
that is based at Bottisham Village College and heavily
involves our own village school.

We’re particularly pleased to publish Ed Compton’s
witty report of Swaffham Bulbeck’s whitewash in the
Boxing Day hockey match. More of this sort of article
would be very welcome. As I write, we are hours away

from the inauguration of Donald Trump as President of
the USA. What lies ahead remains to be seen. Let’s
hope that many people’s fears for what might be are
groundless. In Swaffham Bulbeck we hope for a bright
warm spring and a happy and healthy continuation of
the year.
Sylvia Thomson
The editor for the March edition will be:
Christopher Welton
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ALL ITEMS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE ARE REQUIRED BY 16th OF EACH MONTH
PLEASE SEND TO THE EDITOR at bulbeckbeacon@btinternet.com
Contributions are preferred in electronic form but if this is not possible please deliver “hard copy” to the
Editor for the next month whose name is at the bottom of the Editorial.
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Swaffham Bulbeck Parish Council update
The Parish Council normally meets on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm.
Meetings are currently being held in the school. Members of the public are invited to
attend the meetings and 10 minutes is set aside each month for public question time.
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 7th February at 7.30pm. Full copies of the
minutes are available on the Website, the Notice Board and from the Parish Clerk at
swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com
There is still a vacancy on the Parish Council. Interested parties should contact
the Clerk to the Council.
Gutter Bridge and Denny Wood Matters


An oak tree will be planted at the Downing
Farm end of the Denny Wood behind the map
board.



A meeting has been held with a representative
from English Heritage to discuss the necessary
tree works at the Denny Wood. A further
meeting will be arranged with the tree officer
from ECDC to clarify what remedial works can
be carried out.

The Denny and Pavilion Matters


A presentation on the design for the redevelopment of the pavilion was made at the
January meeting. The Parish Council agreed
that the working group may begin work on the
design brief and produce a business plan using
funds the Council has earmarked for this
purpose.

then report it to the County Council.


Cemetery Matters


Remedial works continue in the cemetery.



A date to re-instate the metal crosses still
needs to be arranged.

Community Land Trust



The Bus Stop outside the shop should be
removed by Mead Construction before the end
of January.



The Council will seek a quote from Balfour
Beatty for a replacement street light at the
bottom of Pound Way for consideration at a
future meeting.



Following concerns about the footpath being
unsafe and unlit along parts of Commercial End
the Council will contact Balfour Beatty and
investigate the cost of moving one of the lights
to the other side of the road.
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The zebra crossing has still not been activated.
Balfour Beatty is liaising with UK Power
Networks to connect the electricity supply. The
Council will contact the County Councillor to
see if he can intervene to speed up the process
as concerns were raised about people using
the crossing before the lighting has been
activated.
Highways issues can be reported by following
the link on the County Council Website:
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
If your street light is not working please contact
the Parish Clerk with the light number, she will

The grant application for setting up the CLT has
been completed and was considered at East
Cambs District Council on 31st December.

Update on Village Plan


Highways/Footpath Matters.


Please take care when parking outside the
shop as it has been noted that vehicles are
causing an obstruction at the entrance to
Pound Way.

It was agreed that copies of the draft village
plan would be made available at advertised
locations around the village. A leaflet will be
delivered to every home in the village informing
residents where they can obtain copies of the
plan. Comments should be made to the Clerk to
the Council or can be put in writing and
delivered to any of the councillors by 31st
January. [If your Beacon is delivered before 1st
February, you still have time. Ed.]

Update on the ECDC Local Plan


The public consultation on this document runs
from 12th January - 22nd February.

Planning Applications


16/0230/LBC Installation of an oil tank within
the curtilage of the property at The Old Fire
Station, 108-110 High Street, Swaffham
Bulbeck for Mr Clem Robertson



16/00222/FUL Installation of an oil tank within
the curtilage of the property at The Old Fire
Station, 108-110 High Street, Swaffham
Bulbeck for Mr Clem Robertson

Planning Approvals


16/01404/FUL Demolition of existing house and
erection of two detached dwellings at Green
Acres, 28 Commercial End, Swaffham Bulbeck
for Mr & Mrs R Bridges
Bulbeck Beacon February 2017

Other Planning Matters





16/01706/TRE & Trees/Swaffham Bulbeck/CA
Tree work approval at 53 Commercial End,
Swaffham Bulbeck
16/01486/FUL Construction of new driveway with
dropped kerb, lean-to car port and inclusion of
car turntable at 103 High Street, Swaffham
Bulbeck for Mrs Eva Hepworth – application
withdrawn
Diane Bayliss – Clerk to the Parish Council
Email: swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com;
Telephone: 07562 669168

County Council Report
December 2016
May I start this report by wishing you all a happy and
prosperous 2017 and hope that you had an enjoyable
Christmas.
Full Council met on 13th December. A number of
motions were debated and agreed. Two of these
motions included decisions to overturn previous
decisions taken at the budget meeting in February
2016. These related to winter gritting and street
lighting, Council agreed to re-instate the previous
gritting routes and to re-instate the previous levels of
street lighting (over-turning the previous decision to dim
street lights overnight), with the associated savings
being met from reserves. The decision on street lighting
has been implemented, and new gritting lorries have
been procured and drivers are being trained to enable
the increase in winter gritting.
General Purposes Committee met to consider a
number of items. These included the usual range of
financial reports. The Committee also agreed to
commence a consultation on a draft energy strategy for
the County Council (details are available on the website
at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk.
I attended a seminar regarding the latest position on
business planning for the coming years and also a joint
meeting with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the
Economy and Environment Committee to discuss
growth areas across Cambridgeshire and the
associated
educational/schools
requirements.
Following the announcement of a Government
consultation on fairer funding for schools nationally, the
County Council is currently working up a lobbying
campaign with our MPs to continue to make the case
for Cambridgeshire schools.
UK Power Networks is urging any people in need of
special support in the event of a power cut to register
on the priority helpline. Further details and how to
register can be found at www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/
prioritysupport or by calling 0800 169 9970.
David Brown: County Councillor
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Community Matters
Consultations
Bulbeck

on

development

in

Swaffham

As the leaflets to all parishioners have explained, there
are two areas where your comments would be helpful:
1. The East Cambs District Council Local Plan
consultation - 12th January for six weeks:
www.eastcambs.gov.uk/meetings/full-council-16112016
Appendix: Draft Local Plan, pp138, 139, Section 7

2. Draft section on Village Form You can find the
relevant document at www.swaffhambulbeckpc.org.uk
(Document archives or collect a copy from any of the
following:

The Black Horse Public House

133 High Street

86 Commercial End

1 Station Road
Your comments must reach the Clerk of the Parish by
31st January 2017. swaffhambulbeckclerk@gmail.com;
Tel 07562 669168. Written responses can also be left
in the box in the Black Horse.
Community Land Trust


The application for the set-up grant has been
submitted to East Cambs.



Work with the Ambitions and Ethos statement
has been completed and the legal setting up of
the Trust is under way.



The number of members continues to grow
which is encouraging.



If you have not joined you may wish to think
about this and a membership form is in this
Beacon on page 5.



There will be sessions for CLT members to
discuss the development of the two sites, and
possibly others that have been approved by East
Cambs District Council.

Christmas Lunch at Downing Court
On 20th December the faithful band of volunteers of the
Downing Court Lunch Club produced a wonderful
Christmas lunch at Downing Court. As well as good
food there was entertainment and the distribution of the
‘reverse Advent calendar’ hampers. As you can see a
great time was had by all.
Thank you to all the volunteers.
Eileen Carlton wrote a short report on behalf of the
diners:
Residents enjoyed a traditional Christmas lunch of
turkey and all the trimmings followed by Christmas pud
and trifle. This was followed by Ian’s and Anne’s
version of Strictly Not Dancing which was great fun and
highly amusing. Residents would like to thank the
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Lunch Club Ladies, the mums and children who
brought the lovely gifts and everyone who helped to
make it such an enjoyable afternoon.

‘teaching school’ and we assume responsibility
in this area for Initial Teacher Training,
Continuous Professional Development of
Teachers, School-to-School Support and
Research and Development.

Ian Woodroffe

Donna Cornwell OBE
You may have heard that Donna Cornwell, who was
head teacher at our village primary school until August
2015, was awarded an OBE in The Queen’s New
Year’s Honours List for services to education. During
her fifteen years at the helm of Swaffham Bulbeck
Primary School she and
her staff achieved a great
deal for our children and
others from local villages,
handing them on to their
secondary education well
prepared to learn and to
cope with the challenges
of ‘big school’ and
adolescence. Accolades
which the school won
under
Donna’s
leadership include: being
declared ‘outstanding’ by
Ofsted in 2007 and 2010;
designated a National
Teaching School (to
support teachers in other
schools); an Eco School; and gaining the Healthy
Schools Award. Most importantly, she created an
ethos summed up in a quote from the school’s website:
“Through our warm, supportive approach where
everyone’s voice is welcome and valued, children
thrive as individuals to reach their potential.”
When I contacted Donna to congratulate her and ask
her what she’s been doing since she left the village
school, this is what she said:
“Currently I have four roles:


Associate Head teacher at Swaffham Bulbeck
School – supporting leadership in the school and
in other schools through my National Leader of
Education (NLE) role.



Co-Director of Anglian Gateway Teaching
School Alliance – Swaffham Bulbeck School
along with Bottisham Village College is a
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Senior Tutor for the School Centred Initial
Teacher Training where I support trainees to
become fully qualified teachers.



Gran to my little granddaughter Jessie who is
now one and keeping me very busy!”

I’m sure that those of you who are, or have recently
been, parents of children at our village school and at
Bottisham Village College will feel that Donna’s OBE is
richly deserved and wish her even more success in her
role supporting the training and development of
teachers. I know from my own experience in education
that teaching teachers can sometimes be even more
demanding than teaching children!
Sylvia Thomson

The Anglian Gateway
Teaching School Alliance
Here is an article taken from the latest BVC News (the
Bottisham Village College magazine) which explains
how teacher training has changed; it gives some
context for Donna Cornwell’s work.

A career that makes a real difference:
inspire young people to aspire and
achieve
If you are seeking a fresh start and a career change
and have thought about training to become a
primary or secondary teacher, let us encourage
you to find out more.



If you are at the beginning stages of
choosing a career path and think teaching
might be for you, then do read on.



If you know someone else who is interested
in teaching as a career, then do pass on our
message.

The Cambridge Teaching Schools Network and
Anglian Gateway Teaching School Alliance is a
leading partnership in our area that provides highquality, school-led teacher training. The idea of school
-led training is really important to us because it means
we can choose the most talented and dedicated people
and develop them as teachers. Being able to choose
who we train as teachers helps us to deliver the best
outcomes for the students and pupils in our alliance
and beyond. Virtually all of our trainees are
successfully employed as newly qualified teachers in
our local primary and secondary schools.
We have vacancies now to start training from
September 2017 and we would be very interested to
hear from you if you are thinking of becoming a
teacher, or know someone who is (continued on p6)
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Swaffham Bulbeck Community Land Trust
You are warmly invited to join in order to participate in the discussions
This is a simple membership form with the requirement to provide a one-off payment of £1.00.
Please return the membership form to the address below at your convenience.
There will be a meeting of members of the CLT before long to discuss development of the two sites that
have been approved by East Cambs District Council for potential development in the village.
Thank you for all your interest in this important project within the village.
Best wishes
Ian Woodroffe, Tel: 01223 811 255

16.01.2017

———————————————————————————————————————————
Membership of Swaffham Bulbeck Community Land Trust

Name……………………………………………… (Please print)
Address………………………………………………

…………………………………………………
Telephone Number ……………………………………
Email address ………………………………………………
Please tick as appropriate:
I wish to be a member of Swaffham Bulbeck Community Land Trust
I wish to be considered as a Trustee of the Community Land Trust
I enclose £1.00 as my joining fee.

Signature………………………………………..

Date…………………………………

Please return this form with £1.00 to 4 Station Road Swaffham Bulbeck

Bulbeck Beacon February 2017
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We’re looking for people who have (or will have) at least
a 2.2 degree, have a passion for education and
teaching and want to inspire young people to fulfil their
potential.
We offer places on secondary and primary programmes
which include a new flexible route for secondary STEM
(science, technology, engineering and maths) subjects.
This is a tailored two-year programme to prospective
teachers of mathematics, computer science and physics
which offers a salary and is designed to balance training
with other domestic and work commitments. It is aimed
at graduate career changers who are looking for a
change of direction and want to become teachers.



We can offer you in-school experience, to
give you a taster of what teaching would be
like.



We can provide you with support and
guidance on the application process.



We would welcome an opportunity to discuss
with you any of the exciting teacher training
opportunities available.
Contact Sheree Forbes to find out more at:
sforbes@botttishamvc.org

New Year Letter
Endings and beginnings are complicated and often
interwoven - these threads may be particularly clear at
the turning of the year; a marker in the flow of time.
Sometimes it is good to be able to draw a line under a
year, which may have been painful or challenging. I
took a wedding on New Year’s Eve for a couple who
want to be able to mark a transition from a difficult time
for their family to a new and hopeful beginning as they
start their married life together.

For some reading this letter, the last year has brought
heartache that can never be left behind, yet somehow
they have to turn to the coming year to make the most
of the precious time that remains for them. For some,
this year brings exciting possibilities and new
opportunities that draw them on into the New Year. New
beginnings come with a mixture of feelings.
New beginnings are very much a part of our Christian
life too. At every service we have the opportunity to
reflect on the actions we regret and the poor choices we
have made and to bring them to God. Some would say
Christians are overly concerned with sin and
wrongdoing but those who practise this discipline know
that what is most important is not our mistakes but
God’s forgiveness and the promise of a new start that
we have in Christ. There is an amazing freedom that
comes from letting go of what has been done, because
it can’t be undone and moving on to a new day with
new opportunities to learn and grow. Forgiveness, like
the New Year, enables a change of direction, a radical
break with the past and the opportunity to try the same
things again with renewed energy and commitment and
with God’s grace and help.
It is not just individuals who need mechanisms for
allowing change and new beginnings. Communities and
countries across the world also need the same
opportunities but collective new beginnings are more
complex still. As we begin this New Year we hope and
pray not simply for our own fresh start but for a new
beginning for the people of Syria and the Yemen and
many other communities. A beginning that will allow
some healing and the possibility of peace and hope for
a better future.
Reverend Sue Giles

St Mary’s Church Services and Rota for February 2017
Date

Time

Service

Officiant

Sidesman

08.00am

Holy
Communion
(BCP)

Rev’d
Laurie
Marsh

R Butler

Sunday
5th
09.30am
Sunday
12th

10.00am

Sunday
19th

09.30am

Sunday
26th
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All Age
Service

Readers

Intercessor

Chalice

Flowers

Coffee

E Firebrace

I Woodroffe I Woodroffe

B Somers

Benefice Family Communion at St James’, Lode – Officiant: Rev’d Sue Giles
Driver: L. Collison (Tel: 813670) will leave Swaffham Bulbeck Church at 09.40am
Village
Communion

Rev’d
P Irwin
Sue Giles

P Irwin

A Friday

L Friday

J Barber

M Roberts

08.00am

Holy Communion at St Mary’s Swaffham Prior – Officiant: Rev’d Sue Giles

10.00am

Benefice All Age Service at Quy Village Hall (Pancake Service) – Officiant: Rev’d Sue Giles
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Anglesey Benefice:
Pastoral Letter February 2017
We have received this article from the administrator of
the Benefice Dee Noyes who says that they hope to
ring the changes on news from the Anglican Church by
sending articles from the different churches in the
Benefice over the year [Ed.]
Happy New Year to you all
I hope you all enjoyed your Christmas season, with your
family and friends at its heart. I’m writing when
Christmas is very fresh in my mind. I usually spend
Christmas in Kenya so I’ve really enjoyed this year at
home and joining in the traditional activities, in spite of
the change in temperature. It was especially good to
see so many people taking part in, and enjoying the
Christmas services throughout the Benefice. It’s good to
know that the commemoration of the birth of Jesus still
plays a part in peoples’ lives; that the baby who arrived
2000 years ago, still touches our lives today.
We remember it in a profusion of ways: the stable, the
shepherds, the star, the kings, gifts, nativity plays,
Christmas trees, Father Christmas, presents, turkey and
the rest. So many traditions and all so enjoyable! The
sad thing is that we can get so bound up with the
traditions that we miss the central message. We rarely
stop to think about the baby at the centre of Christmas,
or more significantly, the man that the child became.
The very reason that Christians came to mark
Christmas at all, was because of the impact of the
message that the man delivered: that God cares so
much about us, is involved in our lives, and has a
purpose for us all. That’s what Jesus was teaching.
And nothing will get in the way of that: not busyness,
not selfishness, not mistakes nor wrongdoings (even
repeated ones); there will always be a way back.
We can still get to know that man of 2000 years ago;
come to understand why he made such an impact on
his peers, and why he continues to make such an
impact today. St Mark’s story gives the eye-witness’
account of Jesus’ life (best read in a modern version to
start with, in my opinion: sometimes the imagery and
the language can be a bit dated but the man and the
message is still there). The other Gospels embellish the
account. It’s worth the effort, because life has meaning.
It’s meant to be “deep not shallow” (a comment I heard
on the radio recently in relation to poetry, which I
thought was apt). So many people search for a meaning
to life, and yet overlook the one closest to home.
In her first sermon of the New Year, Rev Sue Giles
asked us all to re-commit ourselves to Christ. We all
need to examine our faith, to look beyond the
generalities, the traditions, the superficialities and even
misconceptions of our faith, and work out how we can
live our lives today, in our communities, in the light of
Christ. As she said in her New Year Letter, new
beginnings are very much a part of our Christian life.
May we all find the meaning of our lives this year?
Brenda Wilson: Churchwarden,
St Mary’s Swaffham Prior
Bulbeck Beacon February 2017

Just a crutch?
I remember, during my first week at university, hearing
one of my friends dismiss the Christian faith as ‘just a
crutch’. The comment wasn’t aimed at me directly, but I
was offended, hurt and angered by her words. As an 18
year old man with his first real taste of freedom and
independence, learning to fend for himself in the world,
the last thing I was prepared to admit was being in need
of a ‘crutch’.

Do you ever think back to experiences or conversations
you’ve had and wish you’d had more time to consider
your response? Or wonder how you’d react if you were
having the same experience or conversation knowing
what you know now, however many years later?
My response to the next person who claims my faith is a
crutch will be, “What does a crutch do?”… “Have you
never needed, or do you not expect to ever need the
help of a crutch?” I am more than happy to hold my
hand up and my head high to the reality that my
Christian faith is at times a crutch for me to lean on,
helping me to stand and continue to move forward
when I am not strong enough in myself.
I would also assert, as does adventurer Bear Grylls in
the first Alpha Film Series Video (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmeSw6KVweU), that my
faith is so much more than a crutch - it is more like a
backbone, shaping who I am and enabling me to stand
tall and strong through life; and more than that, at the
heart of my faith is the experience of being known by
God, being loved to death by Jesus and having life in
Him through the power and help of the Holy Spirit every
day.

If humans are the measure of all things, then I am
deeply fearful of the future. If God is real, Jesus lived,
died for me, and rose from the dead and if the claims of
the Bible are true - then I am full of hope! I urge you to
resist making an ultimate decision to reject Jesus Christ
and the claims of scripture, before first exploring them
for yourself.
Do get in touch if you’d like to explore these things
within the RENEW Church community, we’d love you to
join us on the adventure.
Rev’d Alan Brand

RENEW Church Services in February 2017
We have activities for children and young people at all
our morning services. A crèche is available if required.
All are welcome.
The Alpha Course continues: Two opportunities to
join in – Sunday morning or Monday evening.
All are welcome. Please get in touch if you’d like to join
in. Contact Alan (Details below)
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5th February. Breakfast from 10.15am – Alpha #5
(Bottisham Primary School)
th
Monday 6 February. Evening meal at 7.30pm –
Alpha #5 (at the School)
12th February. Breakfast from 10.15am – Alpha #6
(Bottisham Primary School) Followed by shared lunch
12th February. 6.20pm – Evening Worship.
(Lode Chapel)
Monday 13th February. Evening meal at 7.30pm –
Alpha #6 (at the School)
19th February. Breakfast from 10.15am – Alpha #7
(Bottisham Primary School)
Monday 20th February. Evening meal at 7.30pm –
Alpha #7 (at the School)
Saturday 25th February. Alpha Away Day.
26th February. Breakfast from 10.15am – Alpha #11
(Bottisham Primary School)
26th February. 6.20pm – Evening Worship.
(Lode Chapel)
Monday 27th February. Evening meal at 7.30pm –
Alpha #11 (at the School)
For more information about any of the activities of
RENEW Church please contact:
Rev. Alan Brand on 01223 812558.
Email: alanbrand77@icloud.com
Or visit our website at www.renewchurch.org.uk

Roman Catholic Services
Sunday 9.00am Kirtling and 10.30am Newmarket

Bottisham & District Gardening Club
There’s no report to review this month, but we thought
an overview of the club’s proposed activities for the
coming year might be of interest. We have an average
of 50 members from Bottisham and the surrounding
villages and meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month
in the Poppy Room at the Royal British Legion. The
membership fee is £15 p.a. and for that we have a
variety of speakers. This year topics vary from: ‘The
Quiet Gardens Movement’; ‘Bach Flower Remedies and
their Source Plants’; ‘The Walled Gardens of Ramsey
Abbey’; and ‘Your and My Need for Plants’. Our club
nights also include a raffle and free refreshments.
We have two outings each year, in June we have a
local evening trip to a place of interest and in July a
coach trip further afield (last year these took us to Clare
College Gardens and RHS Wisley) – this year’s outings
have yet to be organised. We will also be holding our
mini-market on the Triangle in mid-May, when alongside
the plant stall we are now joined by the Library
Association’s book sale and the WI cake stall. We also
have social events: a lunch during April and the
Christmas social with mulled wine and mince pies.
The Annual Village Show will take place again in
September. Members of the club have five free entries
and the chance to go home with a trophy. Nonmembers are most welcome to enter but, while we have
received some outstanding exhibits from non-members,
unfortunately they don’t get a trophy.
You don’t need a large garden or gardening knowledge
to join us and we look forward to seeing some new
faces this year. If you would like any further information
about the club, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

The Anglesey Group
Mothers’ Union

Tricia McLaughlin, Secretary
www.bottishamgardeningclub.co.uk

On November 17th Ros Wright gave a very interesting
talk on ‘Why do we do that? Christmas customs.’ It was
amazing to find so much that we did not know about
Christmas. On December 8th we all enjoyed our
Christmas Lunch with home-made food and attractive
table decorations. We said a prayer for members of the
Mothers’ Union world-wide. We had a Christmas quiz
followed by mince pies. Our raffle made £40.
On January 19th we had a Holy Communion Service led
by Revd. Liz Caswell and on February 16th Michael
Snodgrass is speaking to us about Red2Green ‘Crafty
Sow and Sew Project.’ Our meetings usually take place
on the third Thursday of each month in Lode Chapel at
2.30. Copies of our 2017 programme are available in
the five churches within the Anglesey Benefice. You are
most welcome to come along and join us.
Jill Jenyns

Bottisham Community Library
Association
1. Innovation at the Library for the New Year. We
are going to have jigsaw puzzles to borrow free of
charge. We shall store them on the bottom shelves
which have by tradition been kept empty of books. You
will only be able to borrow one puzzle at a time and we
trust that all the pieces are in the box. Donations of
puzzles would be welcome to get the scheme started.
We hope to have a table in the children’s corner with
puzzles available to be completed
2. Do take a look at the Large Print books available on
the shelves – they cover a good range of current fiction
by popular authors.
3. We recently asked borrowers to suggest new titles
for us to buy. These have been voted for and we shall
be buying the requested copies in the next few months.
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This has been made possible courtesy of the Waitrose
Community funding scheme.

Practice Nurse: Michelle has joined the practice
nurse team part time.

4. Saturday Morning Art Club still meets weekly
and don’t forget the Storytime and Rhymetime on the
second Saturday of every month.

Dispensary:
Thank you to the patients who
ordered their repeat prescriptions and collected the
same in good time, which helped ease the pressure
over the busy Christmas period. Repeat Prescriptions:
Due to demands on the Practice, turn round time
for repeat prescriptions as from 23 January 2017
will be 72 hours.

I hope you will be able to come to our 3rd Annual
Library Quiz on 4th February 2017.
Sylvia Overton Tel: 01223 811792;
Email: jsoverton@btinternet.com

News from Bottisham Medical
Practice Patients’ Group
NHS Stay Well this Winter: A guide to dealing with
winter ailments is available on website https://nhs.uk/
stay well and also on the Practice website. With the
well-advertised current pressures on GPs and hospitals
it is important to keep healthy. Please remember that
the ambulance service and the Accident & Emergency
departments are for serious and life threatening cases.
Healthwatch advice is:


Pharmacy - your local pharmacy shop can
provide confidential, expert advice and treatment
for a range of common illnesses and complaints
without having to wait for a GP appointment.



Call NHS 111 - available 24 hours a day and free
to call. Connects you with the out of hours
doctors’ service. Also provides mental health
crisis care if you choose option 2.



Your GP surgery - make an appointment with
your GP or telephone for advice for an illness or
injury that won’t go away.



Minor injuries units - usually a shorter wait for
less serious injuries and illnesses that still need
to be cared for quickly.

Missed Appointments: Despite the demand for
appointments, there were still 77 missed appointments
in December. Please ensure you inform the surgery if
you are not going to attend so that the slot can be
allocated to another patient.
Community Nurses: Following our meeting with
the CEO of the Trust responsible, he has written to
explain why they are being moved from their Practice
base. The Clinical Commissioning Group has decided
that district (community) nurses should work with other
professional staff in teams dedicated to the care of
people with long term conditions and the elderly, which
in due course will include social care staff. He thanked
us for our efforts to bring our concerns to his notice and
assured us that the new arrangements are an attempt
to try and improve resources for the growing number of
people who require them. A copy of this letter will be
on the notice board in the surgery.

Patients’ Group: The Patients’ Group would be
delighted to hear from you – please see the notice
board in the waiting room for details, speak to the
receptionist or look at the practice’s website for further
information
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/
ppg.aspx?p=D81055 and see what your Patients’
Group has achieved. Patients’ Group will meet next on
23 March 2017 at 6.30pm at the surgery.
Walks for Health:
The next walk with our
accredited walk leader Steve Gilson starts at 11.00 am
from the surgery car park on 3rd and 15th February and
3rd and 15th March 2017. Do join Steve for a walk, he
would be delighted to see you. Anglesey Abbey walks
continue on Thursdays at 10am from the reception
area.

Bottisham Patients’ Group

Another year’s wonderful
village fundraising…..
a big thank you from
The Children’s Society
An amazing £1086 has been
sent from the village to The
Children’s Society over the
last year.
The Christingle
Service in St Mary’s Church
during December raised £132.50. The coffee mornings
in November (Downing Farm) and January (Station
Road) raised £372.50 and the House Collection boxes
£581.52.
Thank you to everyone in the village who has
contributed to this marvellous total. All the money
raised will help provide practical and emotional support
to vulnerable children, young people and their families
across this country.
A worthy cause….
If anyone would like a collection box to keep at
home, please let me know. It’s a great place to put
that spare change!
Also a reminder that I can use any foreign currency,
both current and old, and ‘recycle’ it for The Children’s
Society. So don’t leave those unwanted coins
languishing at the back of a cupboard!
Thank you again
Judith Rice judithrice@btinternet.com (812085)
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor
It would be nice for the new MRS Chatfield, previously
Rose Hardwicke of Maryland Ave. Swaffham Bulbeck,
having been fighting cancer for over five years, and after four major operations, and each time was told she
only had months to live, she fought back each time.
Although she still had terminal cancer, she completed
the three miles charity run RACE FOR LIFE, collecting
a good amount of cash from friends for the charity. For
the last three months she has been confined to bed in
the Arthur Rank Hospice, where she was expected to
die but, again only given days to live, she decided she
wanted to marry her long-time partner (me). This was
very quickly arranged by the hospice in Mill Road Cambridge, including the Vicar of Bulbeck and Keith the
hospice Chaplin and not forgetting ALL the staff. Rose
got her wish and was married in the hospice, the last
marriage to be held there. Not expecting to be around
much longer, she surprised everyone by surviving and
becoming the first patient in the new and very impressive hospice at Shelford Bottom. Once again Rose was
given the death knell, so the brilliant staff decided to
give her an early Christmas party, as she was not expected to see Christmas Day, but Rose being Rose,
she didn't want to miss a party, and attended two more
hospice parties given to other patients, although all this
time she has been bed ridden. The hospice staff called
her their Christmas miracle, the hospice have given up
predicting her death, and now they are arranging her
some home visits. She saw the New Year in against
predictions. Talk about a tough old bird, I wouldn't want
my Christmas turkey that tough!
Since Rose started to go to the hospice gym, yes
GYM, she has now managed to take five steps, an extra
one each visit, plus other exercises. She has been bed
ridden for several months, the hospice has been brilliant
once again in arranging home visits by taxi. Now they
have had a bendy type bed delivered, because they
think she is fit enough to go home very soon. Blimey, if
she gets much better, she might want to divorce me,
and start going out on the town. Or is it just wishful
thinking on both accounts! Rose still had her sense of
humour, even though she knew she was given only
days to live, by putting a Haribo (sweet) ring on my finger when we got married.
Barry Chatfield

Boxing Day Hockey Match
Swaffham Bulbeck v Swaffham Prior
Eagerly anticipated after last year’s memorable encounter, 2016’s Boxing Day Hockey match on The Denny
pushed an age-old cliché to its very limit: “Sport is a
great leveller.” It did not take the most discerning of
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sporting eyes to recognise that there was little in the
way of equality in this traditional quirky, festive fixture.
A level pitch perhaps? Think again: we all know that the
ravages of winter render December’s Denny with the
most interesting relief in Cambridgeshire.
So what about the teams’ equipment? Sadly, as disparate as it gets: one team used cutting-edge carbon fibre
sticks, verified by NASA; Bulbeck looked like they had
raided The Fitzwilliam or, at best, The Long Room at
Lord’s. From the outset, with the teams warming up, it
was clear that one team, at their core, were hockey
players and one team were, well, Swaffham Bulbeck.
The crowd, still slightly sozzled and soporific after the
excesses of Christmas Day, sensed the occasion: David vs Goliath; England vs San Marino; Gandhi vs The
British Empire. What they in fact got was Fred Astaire
vs Ed Balls.
With minutes to go, Bulbeck lost their captain, their stalwart and their talisman, John Turner, succumbing to a
nasty fractured eyelash: there he stood, looking like
Jimmy Greaves, circa 1966 for the duration of the
game. The game started at a frenetic, frantic pace, with
both teams attempting to flood the midfield and dominate. Unfortunately for Bulbeck, their high-press up the
field was an audacious bridge too far, with Prior’s
stealthy front-line sneaking around the back for the first
score of the game, and we ended the first quarter onenil down.
At this point, Bulbeck stopped to reflect on a marvellous
achievement: all three Holt brothers have now had a
hand in this fixture. With such inspiration the second
quarter came and Bulbeck’s response: a goal. Hubris
then took over, as we swaggered back to the halfway
line, expecting more of the same: “On, on, you noblest
Bulbeckians!” was the cry.
Prior’s response was ruthless, efficient and, at times
barbaric. Three goals in the space of 20 dark minutes in
our village’s history brought the sound of silence to our
open-mouthed crowd: 3 more goals from the twochurched villagers. Prior’s youthful team, packed with
county players, international roller-hockey superstars
and red brick University cider-swillers ran us ragged.
Stuart Hodgson, angered by this display decided to
tackle with his head, thereby starting a newfound sport
of “Combat Hockey”. Mark Winchester, Kane Astin and
Ed Compton played in the style of Wimbledon’s “Crazy
Gang”, using any means to halt the sweeping assaults.
The full time whistle blew, which was a soothing coup
de gras for many of us playing, Despite the very explicit
and glaringly obvious differences between the two
teams, this event served as a mightily entertaining, hotly
contested and iconic focal point for both villages: long
may it continue.
Perhaps there was one great leveller: the drinks in The
Black Horse afterwards, where the two teams continued
the festive cheer and wished each other well.
Ed Compton
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Volunteering in Nicaragua
2017 is going to be an exciting one for me because this
March I'm embarking on an amazing opportunity to
Central America. ''What's he doing?'' I hear you
desperately crying out to the page (or not). Well, on
March 16th I'll be leaving England and heading to
Nicaragua to complete a 3 month volunteering journey
with Raleigh International, through International Citizen
Service (ICS). Intrigued after hearing the story of my
friend Harry and his time volunteering with ICS, I was
inspired to find out what it was all about. I should note
that a quick YouTube search for 'Gap Yah' sums up
everything I DIDN'T want my volunteering experience to
be but after gaining some insight to the amazing work
ICS does, I was more than motivated to apply.
Within a fortnight of applying I was called down to
London to complete an assessment day. Here I met
others like me applying for the same opportunity. Within
just a few days I was recalled to London again to
complete a Raleigh training weekend. Here I found out
more about what the programme entails and just how I
will be making a difference overseas. They work with
disadvantaged communities from around the world who
have applied for help by the organisation.
I'll be working on the 1st cycle of a livelihoods
programme in Nicaragua where I'll be living with a host
family for 3 months with a group of 11 other volunteers
and team leaders. Whilst out there we'll start off by

A community gathers at the end of a water and
sanitation project
This is where I need your help. Although 90% funded by
the UK government’s International Development
Department, volunteers must raise a portion of the costs
to raise awareness and show commitment. My
fundraising target is £1500 by the 13th February.
Through amazingly generous donations from family
friends and anonymous people over half my target has
already been raised - but there is still a way to go. If you
would like to support me you can donate online through
my Just Giving Page which you can find on my
Facebook page Matty Le Cocq, or alternatively offline
by means of a cheque to Raleigh International or to
myself which I will donate to Raleigh on your behalf.
Or by Text to 70070 Code MATL56 followed by amount
£1, £2 ….. £10 etc.
Matthew would be more than happy to write an article
for The Beacon upon his return to the UK about his
experiences.
Matthew Le Cocq, 18 Vicarage Close, Tel: 812141

The St Mary’s Concert

A Volunteer Team Meeting
accessing the needs of the community through
meetings, surveys etc. This will give us an idea of what
types of sustainable businesses might be achievable for
the community. Through workshops and classes we
will be working closely with groups and individuals to
design business plans, gain skills/knowledge and
eventually apply for grants, loans and so on. Raleigh's
work on the livelihoods projects is to bring about
sustainable opportunities for entrepreneurship and
employment. Check out Raleigh’s website:
https://raleighinternational.org/
for a deeper insight into the work I will be involved in
along with some of the stories of previous projects.
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One hot Sunday afternoon in 1996, some of us were
relaxing in a village garden after another successful
Gilbert & Sullivan production when someone said, “It
would be nice to do a concert in the winter you know,
nothing happens then.” Half an hour later tentative
plans were in place for a choral and orchestral concert
of classical music in the village church: ‘The St Mary’s
Concert’. Swaffham Bulbeck for some mysterious
reason has more than its fair share of singers and
orchestral players, and contacts with others in
Cambridge and Ely. By the end of July I had gathered
together about thirty singers who were interested, Jenny
Sewell was sure she could convene an orchestra and
Dyfed Griffiths agreed to take the choir’s rehearsals and
conduct the concert. We’d just do it for our own
enjoyment, and hopefully for the audience’s, and give
any proceeds from a retiring collection to charity. On
30th November 1996 the first Concert took place in St
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Mary’s Church; Haydn’s ‘St Nicholas Mass’ and Bach’s
‘Brandenburg Concerto no. 4’ were the two main
pieces performed; and we gave £134 to the Church’s
Restoration Fund.
This was enough to encourage us to plan another
Concert but it became clear that February would be a
better time for most singers and players to be
available. We had to be careful not to impinge on
rehearsals for the Cambridge Operatic Society’s
annual show, the Christmas Carol Service, or the
Gilbert & Sullivan production. So from 1998 to 2012
the Concert took place each year in early February.
Despite occasional problems with the church’s heating
and the violin players’ complaints of frozen fingers our
proceeds varied from a minimum of £330 to a
maximum of £1420. Half was given to the Church
Restoration Fund and half to a chosen local charity.
Our maximum proceeds were taken at the concert
dedicated to the memory of Dr Mark Towriss who had
died the previous year and we sent £710 to the Mark
Towriss Bursary Fund to support the training of GPs in
Africa.
From 1999 to 2007 the Concerts were directed by
Martin Gent (retired Warden of Bottisham Village
College) and under his baton we performed a variety of
Haydn’s
Masses,
Vivaldi’s
‘Gloria’,
Duruflé’s
‘Requiem’, culminating in JS Bach’s ‘Magnificat’. This
was a demanding piece which Martin said had taken
him the eight years of his tenure as Director to bring
the choir to the standard necessary to perform it
properly. There is a photograph of Martin with the St
Mary’s Singers at the end of his final Concert in 2007
on the back cover of The Beacon. We were so lucky
to have enjoyed the benefit of such a talented choral
conductor and, more importantly a great teacher of
choral music. There were many singers whose singing
skills were significantly improved under his baton and
he did it all with praise and patience. He is celebrating
his 80th birthday this year by leading a concert on 21 st
October in Ely Cathedral in aid of the Cathedral Music
Fund. Look out for details later in the year.
In 2008 we were very lucky that Matthew Rudd (Head
of Music at The Perse Girls’ School) agreed to take
over the Concert as Director and this annual event
continued in early February until 2012. The choir
stood on staging borrowed from the village school
which had to be returned immediately after to concert
to clear the church for the service the next day. At
9.30 pm on 4th February 2012 the men carried the
staging back to the church through a blizzard of
horizontal snow; a bad weather forecast had ensured a
small audience and some players only just got home
by the skin of their teeth. The second photograph on
the back cover of The Beacon shows the Concert
performing Handel’s ‘Messiah Part II’ on that freezing
cold night.
So at Matthew’s and Jenny’s suggestion the Concert
date was moved to mid-October and in 2013 Mozart’s
‘Coronation Mass’ was performed to commemorate the
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50th anniversary of the Queen’s Coronation. The
church’s heating wasn’t needed, the violinists didn’t
complain; there was a larger audience and consequent
larger proceeds, this time for the Church Restoration
Fund and Red2Green. The Concerts continued for
another two years until Matthew Rudd said his school
duties were increasing and he would no longer be
available as director. Coincidentally, Jenny Sewell had
moved to Suffolk to live and could no longer convene
the orchestra. My husband Bob and I decided that this
was the time to retire as organisers and there was no
concert in 2016. However, there is excellent news.
Kay Ballard has revived the St Mary’s Concert and the
2017 one will be on Saturday 11th February (see
separate notice on Page 15).
The nineteen years during which Bob and I organised
the Concert were sometimes hard work, occasionally
frustrating but always hugely rewarding. We especially
remember the year the portable loo blew down in the
wind and spread blue dye across the grass at the
church entrance. Fortunately that was before the
Concert! There was also the year that a violinist had
moved the ‘no parking’ bollards in front of the fire
station to park her car and the concert ended with an
irate police constable in full high-viz kit storming
through the church door demanding that it be moved.
Exit one embarrassed lady up the centre aisle! We
could not have done it without the commitment of the
musical directors, singers and players, and numerous
others who willingly gave practical help, notably Geoff
Reed who supervised the staging and Robin Sewell
who ran the all-important Bar. We wish Kay and her
team continued success with the St Mary’s Concert.
Sylvia Thomson

Cambridge University Botanic
Garden
Caring for Orchids
It’s that time of the year again,
the heady days of summer
seem so far gone and spring
is still a couple of months
away. The garden is short on
flowers, but for a couple of
winter staples. This is when
house plants step into the fold
to provide some much needed
winter colour. Amongst these
is
the
moth
orchid
(Phalaenopsis) which has
saturated the market with its
exotic blooms and affordable
Phalaenopsis Hybrid
price.
It does, however,
remain an enigma to many when it comes to watering
regime and re-flowering. This is one of the most
common questions I get asked, so here is a quick
guide to orchid care.
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Phalaenopsis is a mainly tropical
genus, so these orchids are best
grown at temperatures above 18°C.
In their natural habitat, they grow on
trunks and limbs of rainforest trees,
in medium to low light and so when
kept as houseplants, they are best
kept on an east facing window sill,
which receives the gentle rays of the
morning sun. They should be potted
in a course bark and watered with
Phalaenopsis ‘Fadeus
a wet-dry cycle allowing the roots
Fireworks’
to dry, but not desiccate, before
re-watering. The key to keeping orchids healthy is to
avoid overwatering them. Between Halloween and
Valentine’s Day watering should be reduced
considerably, with moisture being added a couple of
times during this period.
And finally re-flowering: you can initiate this by a drop in
temperature of 2-3°C for a couple of weeks. Do this
during the winter period when you reduce the watering,
or move the orchid to a cooler location in your house. It
should then be a matter of weeks before you see a new
flower stalk emerge. Watering should remain as per
above and this is also governed by light and
temperature.
If this has whetted your appetite for a bit of winter colour,
then why not visit the Garden, where our Orchid Festival
will run from 12 February to 12 March in the warmth of
our Glasshouse Range. This year’s theme is India and
will showcase an array of South Asian orchids, many
drawn from the Garden’s reserve collections, to provide
a colourful taste of the Subcontinent – enough to
brighten up any dreary winter day.
Alex Summers: Glasshouse Supervisor
The Cambridge University Botanic Garden is open
from 10am - 4pm in January, 10am - 5pm February
and March, 7 days a week. Please check the website
at www.botanic.cam.ac.uk for details about opening
times, admission charges, tours, courses and special
events

East Anglian Air Ambulance
Just before Christmas, East Anglian Air Ambulance
(EAAA) carried out its 20,000th mission since its
inception in 2001. We are now well into 2017 and EAAA
is continuing its life-saving work across the region. To do
this it needs cashflow – a considerable sum in fact.
Many fund-raising events have been, and continue to
be, organised and for these, the recipients of the service
provided are extremely grateful. So too is EAAA.
If you work within, or are associated with an organisation
which might help, please get in touch or talk to me. Or
you could sign up to our lottery – a weekly chance
comes in multiples of £1. Interested? Then visit our
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website – www.eaaa.org.uk/weekly-lottery - and follow
the instructions for a safe and secure way to join, and to
read ‘the small print’. If you prefer to speak to someone
about it please call 01603 489400.
On another note, you may be interested to know that the
‘Cambridge Roar’, set up by Tony Murdoch at Quy Mill
Hotel with others, has selected East Anglian Air
Ambulance as one of its three charitable beneficiaries
for the coming year. Great News. Please keep a
weather-eye open for news of its activities and events
on www.cambridgeroar@btinternet.com.
Remember: Together we Save Lives
Michael White East Anglian Air Ambulance

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue
Service - February Bulletin
ON-call firefighters are a vital part of today’s fire and
rescue service, providing an efficient, effective service
that gives emergency cover to more than 90 per cent of
the UK. In Cambridgeshire they make up 56 per cent of
the workforce. An on-call firefighter is not based at a fire
station but carries a pager and responds to emergency
incidents as and when they happen. They receive an
annual wage to reflect the time they commit to being
available plus additional payments for attending
incidents and drill nights (one evening a week for two
hours).
On-call firefighters are men and women who may have
other jobs and are able to provide evening, daytime or
weekend cover. When they are on-call they may be at
home, working for themselves or for a nearby company,
or out in their local community (staying within a fiveminute travel time of the fire station) and are generally
located in rural communities, small towns and villages.

If you would like to become an on-call firefighter, or
find out more, then please go to our website at
www.cambsfire.gov.uk and search for ‘on-call firefighter’
under the careers section.
For the latest news, incidents and safety advice, or to
contact us, log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk. Sign up to
email alerts and find us on Twitter, Instagram, YouTube
and Facebook. For more information on firework and
bonfire safety log on, follow us on social media or call
01480 444500.
Pressoffice@cambsfire.gov.uk

WaterAid
Fact: Around 315,000 children under-five die every
year from diarrhoeal diseases caused by dirty water and
poor sanitation. That's almost 900 children per day.
Ian’s Marathon running diary:
Motivation has taken a dip over the last two weeksweather hasn’t helped! Running alone can be good but
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difficult if motivation is low. Legs beginning to object to
all this work - need some physio help on this one.
Miles need to be building to minimum of 30 per week in
the next month
Inspiring training day at WaterAid headquarters in
London - great running coach and inspiring information
about the Charity’s work worldwide (do look at the
website). Need to keep focussing on fund raising for
the
£2000
needed:
www.justgiving.com/IanWoodroffe5
Ian Woodroffe

Nature Notes
Gender Changes
As we are at that time of year when roads are
vulnerable to freezing and are treated to reduce
accidents, I was interested to read an article on how
road salting can change the sex of frogs. The Yale
University study shows that salting of roads and
pavements during winter can change a frog’s sex from
female to male as some of the chemicals used in deicing treatments have a testosterone effect. These
chemicals seep into ponds and change the sex of
young frogs in the early stages of development. The
Yale University study found that gritting can reduce the
number of female frogs by a large percentage near to
roads and seriously harm the quality of eggs and
resulting offspring. As well as harming frogs it is likely
that the chemicals also affect aquatic invertebrates and
possibly also the animals which feed on them.
In Britain more than two million tonnes of salt are
spread on major roads (without counting the minor
roads which may also be gritted). It has been known
for a number of years that amphibians worldwide are in
major decline, with some species facing extinction.
Chemical stress and fungal disease are two of the
major purported causes of those declines, and road
salting may be one contributory factor.
Along a similar line, a number of years ago I was doing
some survey work with a national water vole expert
and he was telling me about his findings of sex
changes in that species. He found that he trapped
more females than males but released from captivity
more males than females. Unless they were swapping
places in pens with wild animals which is extremely
unlikely, the animals were altering their sex within a
matter of a few months. He believed that this was due
to the stress that the animals were put under.
These are both examples of unusual or unwanted sex
changes but some animals change gender seemingly
at will. In some species animals mimic their opposite
gender such as the male mourning cuttlefish which can
look like a male from one side but a female from
another. Garter snakes spend winter in hibernation and
emerge, groggily, all at the same time. Many hundreds
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of males appear together and surround the females in
order to mate quickly, forming writhing masses. Some
male snakes appear to be, and act as female, and are
quickly pounced upon. It is deduced that they do it to
get protection inside the ball when the emerging
animals are vulnerable to predation.
Other species do actually change gender instead of
just appearing to do so. Parrotfishes have organs of
both genders which allow them to change sex if
conditions require, and the hawkfish can change sex
and back again. What evolutionary advantage this
confers I have no idea.
Although gender changing is by no means uncommon
in the animal kingdom, studies indicate that it is
occurring in animals where it didn’t occur before (or at
least not that we knew) and becoming more
widespread. Along with the salting chemicals, other
industrial chemicals are thought to be contributors.
Endocrine
disrupting
chemicals
(EDCs)
are
widespread, occurring in industrial chemicals, plastics,
drugs and household cleaners amongst other things.
Whilst it might seem sensationalist, these chemicals
have been given the nickname ‘gender benders’ as
they can cause gender changes. Studies have shown
that they can get in to the water system and from there
into ponds, lakes or seas and can cause gender
changes in fish. Well, I may be stretching the point but
I have always limited the number of things I eat or
drink which come out of plastic containers, as I believe
the plasticisers which are used in the manufacture of
plastic are harmful (apart from including EDCs, they
might also have a carcinogenic effect), and it seems
that research is proving me right. Not that I needed it,
but this is another good reason to buy milk from a local
dairy and have it delivered in glass bottles!
Jacqui Green

A plea from Deborah Welton
I lost a hat – black/white/grey wool
with ties, Peruvian style.
If you’ve found it

please phone me on
07702 152575
Thank you
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SAVE THE DATE!!!!

Saturday 1st July 2017
Booking Forms will be printed in the March Beacon
Further information - Margaret Roberts Tel 01223 811772 email mroberts10ql@gmail.com
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Macmillan Mammoth Quiz 2017
Calling All Quizzers
On 24 Febuary 2017 take part in Macmillan’s nationwide quiz
and help raise vital funds for people affected by cancer.
Macmillan are looking for individuals, groups and businesses to host their nationwide quiz.
Everything is provided for you including questions, answer sheets, invitations and posters

For more information macmillan.org.uk/mammoth or email fundraising@macmillan.org.uk

Massive Spring Jumble Sale
The Fassage, Lode
Saturday 18th March from 2-4pm
Entrance adults £1 and children free
Please come along and support us as we attempt to recycle all your unwanted
clothes, shoes, toys, books, bikes, small bits of furniture, pots, pans bric a brac,
etc. etc.
The autumn Jumble sale raised about £700 of which £200 went to 4 different
charities and £500 to Lode Parish Council for play equipment and useful things in
the village. It is amazing how much money it generates, and we are very grateful
for the support people show us in giving Jumble and then coming along and buying
it all back again! Just perfect. Put the date in your diary and we look forward to
seeing you on the 18th. Please bring jumble from 10.30-12 in the morning of the
sale. Thank you.

Fran Platten 01223 813 016 or fran.patten@googlemail.com

Please park in the High Street and then walk through Fassage Close
beside the post office
16
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Your chance to bag up to £5,000 for local community projects
TESCO is inviting local community groups, green space projects and other organisations to
apply for their share of a £12MILLION carrier bag charge fund.
The supermarket has teamed up with the charity Groundwork on its Bags of Help initiative, which
sees the money raised from the 5p bag levy being used to pay for a large number of local
projects to improve green spaces in communities.
Tesco customers will decide on a monthly basis which groups get grants of up to £5,000, £2,000
and £1,000 in regions up and down the country.
It’s expected the new monthly format will see more than 100 projects receive vital funding across
Cambridgeshire every year. Funding will be awarded to projects that use and develop outdoor
spaces in ways that will benefit their local community. We’ve already seen local groups, schools
and charities benefit and look forward to seeing many more exciting projects come out of this
initiative.
Find out more about how to bag your share or nominate a good cause at
www.groundwork.org.uk/tesco

Litter Pick Day
Sunday 5th February from 2-4 pm
This is a request from the village of Lode with Longmeadow to our neighbours to
help with this important annual clear up.
We are hoping not only to do our own village, but also the roads to
Bottisham, Quy and Swaffham Bulbeck.
We are rather hoping that anyone who feels this is important would do a section of
road and meet us half way. It is important that no children help, that high-vis
jackets are worn and great care is taken not to step out into the road in case there
is a cyclist going past.
Let us know if you can do any part, even if the date we have chosen is not
convenient and you prefer to do another time. Thank you
Fran Platten [Lode Parish Council] Tel: 01223 813 016
18
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Bottisham Village College
Adult Learning

New Evening Courses for January/February 2017:
Art History – The Golden Age of European Painting
British Sign Language
Calligraphy
Digital Photography – Night Shots and Winter
Digital Photography – Portraits and Street Photography
Living with Confidence
Real Indian Cookery – Curry Delicious
Stained Glass for Beginners
Woodwork

Saturday Workshops - 18th March
Calligraphy
Cook with your Kids
Paediatric First Aid (Sat/Sun) – meets Ofsted requirements
Stained Glass
Wedding Flowers
Willow Weaving
Russian Decorative Painting
(Most workshops run from 10.00 to 4.00, but check our website
for full details)
Our full programme can be found on our website, together with enrolment
information:
www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning
Tel: 01223 811372 email: adultlearning@bottishamvc.org

Bulbeck Beacon February 2017
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Freecycle
If you have any offers or wants, please contact me by the 14 th of each month by phone (01223 813362), e-mail
(jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk) or drop a note through the letter box (23 Longmeadow). Please let me know if you
would like anything repeating in subsequent issues. Everything is free and nothing is expected in return. Please
can you contact the offers after the 1st of the month to make it a little fairer.
Offered

Wanted

Contact

Pair of Mission 700 loudspeakers. W26. H46. D24.5cm. Walnut veneer. Need
some attention. Suit enthusiast.
From Cartridge World remanufactured Inkjet Cartridges for Epson Stylus Office printer B1100/B40W/BX310FN/BX600FW/BX610FW/ Stylus 510W/
SX515W/SX600FW/SW610FW: 2X Black, 1 Cyan, 1 Magenta, 1 Yellow.
Plastic animals (water creatures and African creatures etc); 3 small toddlersized backpacks (one khaki coloured Eurohike, one HelloKitty – white with
HelloKitty heads all over, one lurid pink/purple); Blue plastic dumper truck
(about 30cm long), Hot wheels looping track;.
Lean-to aluminium and glass cold frame (large enough for tomato plants).

Martin 01223
811703
Nicole 01223
812363
Jun 01223
813362

Used ladies bicycle.
Empty iPhone boxes (all models, but
iphone 5 in particular).
Your old light fittings, brown Bakelite
switches, iron conduit and switches,
bulb holders and holders. Sheets and
bits of bakelite. Postcard rack
(carousel if possible).

Irene 01223
812473
Madelein
07900 943540
Nicole, 01223
812363
George 07895
064727

Bus Timetables from 1 January 2017
Cambridge to Swaffham Bulbeck to Newmarket (Bus Service No:10)
Cambridge
Drummer
Street
Bus Station
Swaffham
Bulbeck
Black Horse
Newmarket
Guineas Bus
Station

06.45

07.45

08.15

09.15

10.15

11.15

12.15

13.15

14.15

15.15

16.55

17.55

18.55

07.16

08.16

08.49

09.46

10.49

11.46

12.49

13.46

14.49

15.46

17.29

18.26

19.26

08.05

09.05

09.35

10.35

11.35

12.35

13.35

14.35

15.35

16.35

18.25

Newmarket to Swaffham Bulbeck to Cambridge (Bus Service No:10)
Newmarket
Guineas
Bus Station
Swaffham
Bulbeck
Black Horse
Cambridge
Drummer
Street
Bus Station

06.56

08.16

09.16

10.16

11.16

12.16

13.16

14.16

15.16

16.16

17.16

06.48

07.18

07.45

09.08

10.05

11.08

12.05

13.08

14.05

15.08

16.08

17.08

18.08

07.27

08.07

08.37

09.47

10.47

11.47

12.47

13.47

14.47

15.47

16.47

17.47

18.47

A bus service now runs hourly during the day direct from Newmarket Road Park & Ride to Addenbrooke's Hospital. It
follows the ring road past Sainsbury's and along Perne Road with a slight dog-leg via Cherry Hinton Road to include
Hills Road 6th Form College. It leaves the P&R at half-past the hour, and the scheduled journey time is 17 minutes.
The service is Whippet No. 115 (details at www.go-whippet.co.uk).

Changes to Cambridge Park & Ride Service - The Park & Ride service goes direct to the city centre and back
again. The Newmarket Road service stops at the Grafton Centre and Drummer Street. The Newmarket Road P&R
buses have changed to orange. See www.cambridgeparkandride.info for further information.

20

Bulbeck Beacon February 2017

Mothers’ Day at
The Black Horse Inn
Bookings now being taken
Complimentary Glass of
Bubbly for all Mums!
01223 - 811366
www.theblackhorseswaffhambulbeck.co.uk

Bray Installations
For all your home improvements
(Kitchen fitting, all carpentry, building
works extensions and conversions)
however big or small.
ianbray@hotmail.com
07412009901
Bulbeck Beacon February 2017

Place your Advertisement here
Contact business Manager
Christopher Welton
Email:beaconbusiness@btinternet.com
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New uPVC windows and doors
supplied and fitted
All uPVC window and door repairs
(locks, handles, hinges, mechanisms)
All glass and glazing repairs
uPVC cladding and guttering supplied
and fitted
Local company with over 20 years of
experience, FENSA registered
01223 813140
07855 434141
office@dhwindowdoors.com

WA N T E D

Green Wood Tree Surgery

POLITE, LOCAL BUSINESS EST.
25 YEARS
IS LOOKING TO BUY THE
FOLLOWING:

www.greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk
info@greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk
30 Prickwillow Road, Isleham,
Ely, Cambridgeshire, CB7 5RQ

Bulbeck Beacon February 2017



Furniture



Quality Jewellery and Costume Jewellery




Collectable
China, glass, ceramics



Old Toys



Silver, silver plate, old copper and brass




Militaria - uniforms, medals and weapons
Old tools



Old garden ornaments



Anything considered

Polite & confidential service.
Good prices paid. Please call:
Steve Durrant 01638 507037
or 07740 591194
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Paul Braybrooke

OIL FIRED BOILER ENGINEER
Boiler servicing
Boiler breakdowns
Oil Tank replacement
Tel: 01353 777788
Mob: 07946 735691
Oftec registered

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP
ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT

N.C.S.

*10% DISCOUNT
FOR ALL WORK!!

BIRDS NESTS REMOVED
OIL & GAS BOILERS
SOLID FUEL
STOVE FITTED
SMOKE PRESSURE TEST
INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS
FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED
BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED
90% CHIMNEYS DON’T NEED SCAFFOLDING
FOR FREE QUOTE CALL ME ON
07824727277. (01638)662760 OR E-MAIL:
NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK
*Send text or e-mail, and recieve 10% discount. Answers

PREMIER INVESTMENT
MANAGEMENT SERVICES LTD

within an hour.Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks

Public liability insurance
Competitive Prices

INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT ADVISERS
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Specialist in ISAs, PEP/ISA transfers,
Unit Trusts and Investment Portfolios
To arrange a free consultation ring 01223 882422 or email
pims@globalnet.co.uk or via www.pims-uk.com

Commercial and Domestic
Interior and Exterior Work
82 Longmeadow, Lode, Cambridge, CB25 9HA
Tel: 01223 812920

duncanfreeman@hotmail.co.uk

Hilary’s Cottage
16 Cage Hill Swaffham Prior
Self Catering Holiday Cottage
Available for your guests

Tel: 01638 741926 (Hilary)
Or for information

www.hilary’scottage.co.uk
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Andy Pumfrey
Painter and Decorator
A courteous, polite and considerate service at all times
Please call to discuss your requirements
Tel: 01638 741376 Mob: 07880 625159
10 High Street, Swaffham Prior CB25 0LD

BOTTISHAM
SCHOOL
OF
MOTORING
All qualified instructors with extremely high
first-time pass rate

01223 811556

Chris Downing
Interior and Exterior Painting
Honest, reliable and very reasonably
priced service
Please contact me for a prompt, free estimate
Call 01638 743036 or 07949 735047
Email: downingcaj@gmail.com

FENWAY TELEVISION
345 Exeter Road, Newmarket CB8 8HT

01638 663134
E-mail: service.fenway@btinternet.com
Sales, rental, service
TV, VIDEO, HIFI AND DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES
TV/FM aerial installations

JEFFREY D. WICK
PAINTER/DECORATOR
Interior/Exterior
30 years experience
Free estimates/OAP Discount
Reliable and professional service
Phone : 01223 813762
Mobile: 07788 165676
11 Heath Road, Swaffham Bulbeck,
Cambridge CB25 OLS
Bulbeck Beacon February 2017

HARRISON HEATING
Plumbing and Heating
Free estimates given
Gas boiler and Gas fire servicing
Gas Safe Registered
7 Ness Road, Burwell, Cambs CB25 0AA
Tel: 01638 742873 and Mobile: 07932 773515
E-mail:nigel.harrison@ntlworld.com

ROTHWELL’S
CARPET CLEANING
High pressure hot water extraction
Established since 1993, and local
We lift and move all furniture
Only pay if and when satisfied—no quibble

If you use us you’ll recommend us
For a firm, fully inclusive price, phone
Max Campbell
01223 832 928 07711 675 613
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JANE NEWBURY A.I.S.T.D.(C.B)
Ex Royal Ballet

SCHOOL of DANCING
Dance classes in Swaffham Bulbeck
School Hall
Mondays
Nursery Movement
Junior Ballet
Junior Tap
Intermediate Ballet
Senior Tap
Senior Ballet
Ladies Ballet

Wednesdays
3.00-3.30pm
3.45-4.15pm
4.15-4.45pm
4.45-5.15pm
5.15-5.45pm
5.45-6.30pm
6.30-7.30pm

Visit the website :-

Dance Club for Teenagers
6.00-7.30pm
email :
jane@newburydance.co.uk
Tel. No. 01223 812154

www.newburydance.co.uk

SN Handyman Services
A friendly and reliable service for all your general home
and garden maintenance.
*Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior
*Garden Maintenance *Tiling & Glass Splashbacks
*Gutters Cleared & Repaired *Power Washing Patios
*Sealant Replacement (bathroom/kitchen)
*Curtain Poles and Blinds *Flat Pack Furniture (assembly)
*Shelf Fitting *Small Glazing *Conservatory Cleaning
*and more........

Free estimates & advice given on all work/
References available
Please call Steven Newton 07713859712 / 01223 813 701
Email: newton73@hotmail.co.uk
Bay Tree Cottage 74 High St. Swaffham Bulbeck

ACB Electrical Services
Electrical contractors
Andrew Byford
Swaffham Bulbeck
NICEIC Domestic Installer Approved
Electrician
25 years experience
Part P Building Regulations compliant
Free quotations and advice
Tel: 0777 333 7440
E Mail: acbelectricalservices@googlemail.com

Bulbeck Beacon February 2017
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GOLD TRAINING AND COUNSELLING
SERVICES LTD.

IAN WOODROFFE
British Association of Counselling accredited UK
Independent Registered Counsellor

Individual Counselling, Couple
Counselling and Supervision
Telephone 07968 836645

N and G Marsh of Burwell - Engineers
For all your metalwork requirements
 Welding Services
 Handrails
 Security Bars
 Gates

 Mower Repairs
 Tow bars
 Metal Railings
 RSJs Supplied

Services to the Building Industry
Tractors & Agricultural Machinery
Repaired
Tel: 01638 741354 or 01638 741926

PEST CONTROL SERVICES
RABBITS, RATS, MICE, MOLES,
WASPS & INSECTS,

BED AND BREAKFAST

And Cluster Flies in Loft Areas
CONTACT R. DANIELS
PHONE: 01223 290570
MOBILE: 07773 682 676
Sam Weaver
SW Carpentry

General Carpentry and Home Improvements
24 Vicarage Close
Swaffham Bulbeck
Cambridge
CB25 OLY
Tel: 01223 813866 / Mob: 07976535451
e-mail: sw_carpentry@yahoo.co.uk
All Jobs Undertaken / Free Estimates

THE MEADOW HOUSE
2A High Street, Burwell, Cambridge CB25 0HB








En suite rooms available with colour TV and tea-making facilities
Large car park and grounds
Family rooms, children welcome
Open all year
Fire certificate/No smoking
English Tourist Board 4 Diamonds

Brian and Hilary Marsh
Tel: 01638 741926 Fax: 01638 741861
Website: www.themeadowhouse.co.uk

R. BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET, CB8 0EX

SANICLEAN

Drain and Plumbing Services

Drains Unblocked fast
Toilets, Baths & Sinks
Guttering & Downpipes
Drain Repairs and Reports
High Pressure Water Jetting
CCTV Surveys
All Works Guaranteed

01638 662439
Mobile: 07970 038404

Est. 1974
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Mead Construction
(Cambridge) Ltd

Liberty Barns, Heath Road,
Swaffham Prior, Cambridge CB25 0LA

Driveways
Paths
Drainage
Concrete
Civil Engineering Drop Crossings
We also provide JCB’s, large plant, and small tools for
hire.
We supply and deliver muck-aways and Aggregates in
any size load
For all enquiries and free estimates please phone
01638 742463

ANGLIA GAS &
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Sales – Service – Repairs – Installation
LPG/Propane Gas Specialist

No.150846

NG/LPG Gas Boiler/Central Heating Systems
NG/LPG Gas Appliances/Dual Fuel Appliances
Nat Gas/LPG Landlord safety Checks
NG/LPG Residential Park Homes/Caravans
Electrical Appliances/Portable Appliances Testing
Essential Electrical/Plumbing Maintenance
Contact: Jim Perry
Phone/Fax: 01638 741432

Mobile: 07768 856456
E-mail: jimperryages@ntlworld.com

R. Bristley
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

CB8 0EX

Brush Electric Sweep * All chimneys swept
Solid fuel, oil & gas * Cowls, nets and pots fitted
Stoves repaired and serviced * Carpets cleaned
Competitive prices * Very clean
Family Business
Public Liability Insurance

01638 662439
Mobile: 07970 038404
Est. 1974

Contact us:
07595 997206
01223 813494
info@pettimepetcare.co.uk
www.pettime-petcare.co.uk
Doggy day-care (crèche)
Dog and small animal home boarding
Dog walking
Cat, dog and small animal feeding visits
House and pet sitting
Pet taxi
All animals from hamsters to horses cared for just
as you would want.
Fully insured, first aid trained and police-checked
staff.
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SWAFFHAM BULBECK VILLAGE DIARY 2017

MONTH

February

DATE

EVENT

ORGANISER

5th

Quiz Night
at the Black Horse pub at 8.00pm

Black Horse

St Mary’s Concert
English and German music
in St Mary’s Church at 7.30pm
Retiring collection.

St Mary’s
Singers

11th

Village Play - with St Mary’s Players
16th,17th,
“It Runs in the Family”
In the School Hall at 7.30pm
18th
By Ray Cooney

Church

March

5th

Quiz Night
at the Black Horse pub at 8.00pm

Black Horse

April

2nd

Quiz Night
at the Black Horse pub at 8.00pm

Black Horse

14th 17th

SBST performances of
“Princess Ida”
by
Gilbert & Sullivan
7.30pm 14th-17th June, and
2.30pm 17th June

Swaffham
Bulbeck Summer
Theatre

June

Swaffham Bulbeck Street Market
July

1st

11am - 4pm

Church

Above: St Mary’s Concert - The Choir in 2007.
Below: St Mary’s Concert - The Orchestra and Choir during the Concert in 2012

